Rachel assignment 1
An examination of how crime and anti-social behaviour affects local communities
The impact of crime and antisocial behaviour as had huge upside upon the local communities in recent times with people with children and families worried about the safety of their household and area encountering such awful behaviour, causing distress, and affecting the overall wellbeing of residents. It can create a sense of insecurity and disrupt the harmony of a community. The crime associated in communities can have a detrimental impact, leading to feelings of fear and insecurity among families. It is important for families and friends to communicate openly, support each other and seek assistance from local authorities or community organisations if needed.

The term anti-social behaviour refers to actions that go against norms and can cause harm and distress to others. It includes things like vandalism, harassment, or noise disturbances. It is important for communities to address anti-social behaviour and work together to create a safe environment for everyone. Anti-social behaviour can arise from many factors, such as social influences, personal circumstances, or lack of understanding of social norms. However, by the issue of anti-social behaviour it has sparked a community reaction by promoting empathy, education and community support they work towards reducing the issue within a positive impact.

A case example of this is the Fiona Pilkington case as it involves anti-social behaviour and how it was affected by the local community and with mental health. When it comes to mental health issues and anti-social behaviour, it is important to understand that there can be a complex relationship between the two. Mental health challenges can contribute to anti-social behaviour, and addressing mental health concerns can help reduce such behaviour. Seeking professional help and support is key in these situations however in Fiona's situation this was not available.
Fiona Pilkington, 38, drove herself and 18-year-old Francesca to a lay-by and set fire to the car in October 2007. An inquest jury found the family's cries for help had been ignored. Leicestershire Police, the county council and Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council, confirmed that a legal case is being brought against them was stated by BBC (2009). She tragically took her own life of her own disabled daughter due to the years of harassment and anti-social behaviour. It was a heartbreaking case that highlighted the importance of addressing and preventing such behaviour.
[bookmark: _Int_naRj2Usa]The harassment started in 2007, An extract from May 12 read: "They were shouting outside the window from 11.30pm until it went quiet at 2.30am." this was statement taken from her in the initial stages of the problem when they raised. Harassment is when some repeatedly bothers, annoys, or intimidates another person, causing them distress or harm. It can be different forms, like verbal insults, threats, or unwanted actions. When it comes to anti-social behaviour, harassment can be one of the forms it takes, anti-social behaviour refers to actions that disrupt or harm in community, and harassment is considered one of the worst types of anti-social behaviour. It can create a hostile environment and negatively impact the wellbeing of individuals and the community as a whole.
Community policing is an approach to law enforcement that focuses on building strong relationships between the police and the community they help. It involves problem solving, collaboration and improving the quality of life in the community. It aims to create a sense of community and trust with partnership between the law enforcement and the public. Community policing can help address anti-social behaviour by fostering collaboration between law enforcement and community members. By building strong relationships and trust, police can work together with the community to identify the causes of anti-social behaviour. This approach promotes strategies from different approaches with people helping from different situations and surroundings.
Community engagement is all about affectively interacting communities and their members in the discussion making process and activities that affect their lives. It encourages participants to collaborate within the community, by engaging residents to help build a community that they are proud to be a part of and a sense of ownership, connection, and pride in their community. It allows for diverse perspectives to be heard, leading to more inclusive and effective solutions to more community issues that have risen in the most recent meetings or being talked about. This helps for the community by playing vital roles in where everyone feels valued and involved.
Effective communication in the community is crucial for understanding, cooperation and resolving issues. It involves actively listening, expressing thoughts, and being respectful towards other perspectives. By promoting an open safe space for everyone to voice their concerns, effective communication helps build trust and strengthens the community relationships. It plays a vital role in addressing issues finding common ground and working together for a better future. the exchange of information is used to save lives, mitigate risk, enable greater accountability, and shape the response, as well as support the communication needs of people caught up in conflicts, natural disasters, and other crises.
Police were contacted 33 times in 10 years, but the family only received eight visits from officers, an inquest last year heard this was stated in the BBC (2017) Ten years later visited again were how the police were not aware of Fiona's situation and if she tried to get help or even just had rung for assistance. This had a damaging effect on how the police were seen by the public as they did not know if they could trust them after the circumstances that occurred during the time of Fiona. When there is a sense of distrust between the public and the police. Building trust is essential for effective community policing. Open communication, transparency, and actively addressing community concerns can help bridge this gap and bond a stronger relationship between the police and the community. In addition, according to Brown (2023) Without trust, citizens are less likely to report crimes to the police or to cooperate with investigations. Distrust of the police can lead to social unrest and heightened feelings of injustice.
[bookmark: _Int_z0qmKW6Z]According to the guardian (2011) The case prompted wider concern that many police forces were failing to properly identify hate crimes motivated by disability and thus treating them as low-priority antisocial behaviour, something disability campaigners say too often remains the case. The term hate crime is a criminal act motivated by prejudice or bias against someone's race, religion, or another characteristics. In this case was her daughter with disability problems which young people took as a vulnerability. Their case was an example of consequences of a lengthy period harassment and anti-social behaviour. She and her family were subjected to relentless hate crime. However according to the police report in 2007, Bardon Road, where the family lived, was not considered by the force to be an ASB hotspot and was therefore not targeted for a more proactive response. With the amount of backlash off not just the community but the public opinion did cause uproar towards the police in the way of the trust and the power within as a whole because with such circumstances the police were getting such hate and controversy they did not know where to look.
[bookmark: _Int_KOhHbrRF]Maintaining community cohesion involves getting a sense of unity, respect and understanding among community members. It includes promoting open communication, organising community events, and addressing issues that may cause division or conflict. It is about creating a supportive and inclusive environment where everyone feels valued and respected.  linking this to the Pilkington case it is crucial when a community is united and connected. It creates a sense of belonging and shared responsibility. By promoting open communication, organising community events, and addressing issues together, community members can prevent and address anti-social behaviour more effectively. It is about creating an environment where everyone feels safe and valued and actually care about the public opinion. With Fiona struggling with the fact that the police did not intervene it was a matter of bringing the community closer together to help.
After the events of Fiona Pilkington there was major changes with the community and the new organisations built to stop from this same situation happening again. With the changes that were happening within the community and public opinion the police were having the thick of the changes within the force with changes to the phones, hot spotting and the more seriousness of the incident or problems. The police were trying to figure out what to do within the force to fix what occurred before as she did ring “33 times in 7 years” which is an huge issue even though it shouldn’t have to take more than one call even though they knew that it was high risk area to anti social behaviour and hate crime. According to the police report in (2011) the MPs were setting up a new anti social behaviour forum and local council leader to identify what works best within the public to try and tackle the amount of problems within the community of anti social behaviour and hate crime.
Hot spot policing is linked to anti social behaviour because it focuses on deploying the public services to areas with high crime rates, including areas where anti social behaviour often occur. In this case with Fiona was “Bardon road” which the following police report was a hot spot area with a lot of anti social behaviour and a high crime rate within the place. However if the police increased their presence and targeted the hot spot and not ignored the calls and the community comments, it would have aimed to address the problem and handled it more affectively. According to the report in (2011) they were not sure why Fiona Pilkington’s area was not hot spotted, but it was possible that the decision was based on various factors such as limited resources or prioritising other areas with higher crime rates instead of being in that area even though she and the community did complain. Hot spotting policing strategies are often based on statistics with the amount of crime that has been in the past and most likely that they hadn’t been noticing other places while they had been occupied with the different communities instead of being there in the area that Fiona Pilkington and her family were.
A theory that is relevant to antisocial behaviour is the broken windows theory, Green (2023) stated that suggests that the theory has been a major influence on modern policing strategies, The theory sparked a wave of “broken windows” or “zero tolerance” policing where law enforcement began cracking down on nonviolent behaviours like loitering, graffiti, or panhandling. By ramping up arrests and citations for perceived disorderly behaviour and removing physical signs of disorder from the neighbourhood vandalism, loitering, public drinking, and transportation fare evasion, create an urban environment that promotes even more crime and disorder this was stated by (Wilson & Kelling, 1982). This theory has been broken down as follows in the disorder goes untreated then the public become fearful and start to withdraw from the community, informal social decreases which inevitably increases the amount of activity of criminals into the fearful community.
The future role of the community constable consists of a police officer who is assigned to a specific community or neighbourhood. They work closely with community member,Building relationships, addressing local issues, and promoting safety and respect within. Community cons tables often engage in community policing efforts, helping with residents and supporting the public to help prevent crime, address the issue of public safety and maintain a new safe environment for the people of the community. Regarding the situation with Fiona Pilkington with the police not having this in the area that she was living in would have massively been seen as a positive, which could have maybe even saved her and her family’s lives. The fact that she had no way out of the mess that the certain individuals were causing the pain and suffering for her and her family could have been saved if they have had a community officer in the area just even walking round to help the people even for the community safety but in this case to show the fact that the pain was constant and they were suffering from severe trauma.
To conclude the Fiona Pilkington case was a tragic incident within the community, which caused huge uproar within not just the community but up and down the country for the fact the police where contacted so many times with no response from any people who had been there and not even heard or witnessed the trauma and suffering that the Pilkington family had to deal with. With the amount of backlash caused from the people’s opinions on the police and other services that could have caused the death of Fiona and her family. With the amount of controversy that the public had been done for the police, the community came together and they organised meetings to help the police overcome the problems that they have and are still continuing to help in the force of tackling the problem of anti social behaviour and hate crime. Addressing the issue of anti social behaviour in Fiona’s case required a collective effort from both the community and law enforcement, by promoting community cohesion and effective engagement and communication from both sides, this case could have been more important and effective for the family. However in the future with the problems that Fiona had to face, the community and police can now create an environment where anti social behaviour is less likely to occur, With the help of building strong relationships between both sides and making a more safe and effective community for everyone to feel welcome too.
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