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Assessment Component 2: Research Literacy – Learning how to read a research paper (1500 words)
Chosen report: COVID-19 Research report on schoolchildren
Section 1: Introduction, research paper and topic development
The research paper chosen for this report is titled "She Didn't Know How to Go Back: School Attendance Problems in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic - A Multiple Stakeholder Qualitative Study with Parents and Professionals." Authored by Brontë McDonald, Kathryn J. Lester, and Daniel Michelson, it was published in 2023 in the British Journal of Educational Psychology.
This research examines the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on primary school attendance in England. The focus was on children who faced school attendance problems (SAPs) after the reopening of school's post-national lockdowns. Instead of solely analysing attendance statistics, the study delved into the underlying reasons for children's difficulties in returning to school and highlighted the support that families and schools deemed necessary to enhance attendance. 
The research included two key groups of participants. The first group was formed by parents of primary school-aged children who had encountered attendance difficulties during or after the COVID-19 pandemic. The second group comprised professionals in the education sector, such as headteachers, teachers, educational psychologists, mental health practitioners, and special educational needs coordinators (SENCOs). 
The research topic emerged due to the rising concern over school attendance following the COVID-19 pandemic (Public First, 2023). During national lockdowns, many children adapted to remote learning. Upon the reopening of schools, some students experienced difficulties in returning, attributed to heightened anxiety, alterations in school routines, fears of contracting COVID-19, and interruptions to support services. Prior studies have indicated that poor school attendance adversely impacts children's education, mental well-being, and prospects. Nevertheless, there has been a scarcity of research examining these issues from the viewpoints of parents and professionals, especially in UK primary school's post-pandemic.
This study is significant as school attendance is closely associated with the physical, emotional, and social wellbeing of children (Kearney, Gonzalo, Chang, and Glenn, 2022). Regular absence from school can heighten the risk of mental health issues, lead to poor educational results, and hinder social development. The results are pertinent to health and social care professionals, educators, and policymakers, as they underscore the necessity for early intervention, effective communication between schools and families and enhanced support for children with special educational needs (SEN).
Section 2: Understanding purpose and the research question
This study aimed to explore the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on school attendance for primary school children in England. The researchers sought to comprehend the reasons behind the challenges faced by some children in returning to school following national lockdowns, as well as to pinpoint the support deemed most effective by parents, schools, and other professionals. The results were designed to enhance future interventions and services for children facing school attendance issues (SAPs).
The researchers focused on three primary research questions. Firstly, they examined the factors linked to school attendance issues during the COVID-19 pandemic. Secondly, they assessed the formal and informal support systems accessible to children and families, evaluating the effectiveness of this support. 
Section 3: research methods used
A research method refers to the comprehensive strategy employed to collect and analyse data to address a research question. Choosing the appropriate method is crucial as it dictates the nature of the evidence gathered and affects the reliability of the results.
Qualitative research focuses on understanding the personal experiences, beliefs, and opinions of individuals instead of yielding numerical data (Creswell and Poth, 2018). It is often utilised when researchers wish to delve into the reasons behind certain behaviours or how people interpret situations. 
The research conducted by McDonald et al. employed a qualitative methodology as the investigators aimed to delve into the experiences of families and educational professionals in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic. The objective was not to quantify attendance rates but to comprehend the factors contributing to children's difficulties in returning to school and to ascertain the support that participants felt would be beneficial. 

Quantiative research 
Quantitative research emphasises the collection of measurable data that can be analysed statistically (Bryman, 2016). Researchers typically obtain this data through structured surveys, experiments, or official records. The results are conveyed using numbers, percentages, and graphs, facilitating comparisons between groups and the identification of patterns within large populations.
Another way to express this is that, although this technique is beneficial for assessing the frequency of a problem, it would not have provided answers to the questions raised in this study. The researchers aimed to explore people's experiences and viewpoints, rather than focusing solely on statistical evidence. 
Mixed method research
Mixed-method research integrates multiple approaches within a single study. Researchers often gather quantitative data in conjunction with qualitative narratives to achieve a more comprehensive insight into the subject matter. Employing various methods can enhance the robustness of a study, as diverse forms of evidence can corroborate each other.
In this investigation, the authors articulated their design as consisting of two phases. The first phase involved gathering written responses through open-ended surveys, whereas the second phase entailed conducting interviews with a smaller cohort of participants. While both phases predominantly generated qualitative insights, the use of two different methodologies allowed the researchers to first identify key issues and then examine them more thoroughly in the interviews.
Research design
The researchers implemented a two-phase qualitative design. In the initial phase, parents and educational professionals filled out online surveys featuring open-ended questions. The insights gained from these responses were instrumental in pinpointing the primary challenges faced after children resumed school post-pandemic.
The second phase involved conducting semi-structured interviews. The interview framework was created based on insights obtained from the survey responses, enabling participants to elaborate on significant topics. 
Types of data used
The investigation primarily depended on primary data (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2019). This type of data is defined as information obtained directly from participants for a particular research purpose. Here, parents and professionals articulated their experiences through surveys and interviews, rendering the information unique to the study.
In addition to the primary data, the researchers consulted earlier journal articles, government reports, and existing academic literature to elucidate the context of school attendance issues and the impact of COVID-19. These published materials represent secondary data, as they were generated by other scholars prior to this study. The integration of both data types facilitated the contextualization of the findings within the broader landscape of educational and health research.
Methods of collecting data
The initial approach utilised online qualitative surveys. Rather than selecting from multiple-choice options, participants provided comprehensive accounts of their experiences. Parents articulated the difficulties encountered by their children, while professionals detailed the attendance problems they had noted and the assistance, they felt was necessary.
Data Analysis
Once all responses were gathered, the researchers employed Thematic Framework Analysis, a widely recognised method in qualitative research, to examine the data. The initial phase required multiple readings of the responses to gain a comprehensive understanding of the material. Subsequently, the researchers identified significant excerpts and categorised similar concepts with codes. 

Evaluation
The qualitative methodology was particularly appropriate for this study as it enabled parents and education professionals to articulate their experiences comprehensively, thereby enhancing the researchers' understanding of the difficulties children encountered following the COVID-19 pandemic. The inclusion of participants from diverse professional backgrounds further enriched the findings by offering a variety of viewpoints. Nonetheless, the study faced certain limitations. Most of the participating parents were White British mothers, and the research was conducted in a single region of England, which suggests that the findings may not be representative of all families throughout the UK. Additionally, the relatively small sample size implies that the results yield in-depth insights rather than universally applicable conclusions. 
Section 4: Conclusion
This report has analysed the research conducted by McDonald, Lester, and Michelson (2023), which focused on school attendance issues among primary school children in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic. The study investigated the perspectives of both parents and education professionals to uncover the reasons behind the difficulties some children faced in returning to school, as well as the types of support that could enhance attendance. The results indicated that anxiety, disruptions to routines, limited access to support services, and challenges encountered by children with special educational needs were significant factors affecting school attendance. Furthermore, the study emphasized the necessity of effective communication between families and schools, the importance of early intervention, and the need for collaboration among education, health, and social care services.
The report further explored the research methodologies employed in the study. A qualitative approach was chosen as it allowed participants to convey in-depth narratives of their experiences via surveys and semi-structured interviews. This methodology yielded comprehensive insights that could not have been achieved through quantitative data alone. The research process, encompassing participant recruitment, data collection, and thematic analysis, illustrated the effectiveness of qualitative research in examining intricate issues impacting children and families.
Finalising this report has enhanced my comprehension of the research methodologies employed in health and social care. I have gained insight into how various research strategies are selected based on the objectives of a study, and how qualitative research can yield significant understanding of individuals' experiences. This knowledge will be beneficial for my future academic pursuits and professional practice, as it will enable me to critically assess research evidence and implement trustworthy findings when assisting individuals, families, and communities in health and social care environments.
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