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How can community policing and community engagement help to prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism policing? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies or high-profile incidents.


Terrorism is the use or threat or use of serious actions that is for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial, or ideological cause. These actions are designed to intimidate the public, or influence government or international organisations relating to the government. The serious actions can include creating a serious risk to the health and safety of the public or designed to interfere with or disrupt with the electronic system as well as many other actions which includes violence and damage. If any serious action involves the use of an explosive or firearm is automatically regarded as terrorism, even if it wasn’t designed to influence the government or intimidate the public. This explanation of terrorism also includes actions outside of the UK (CPS,2020).
Terrorism is a constant threat to international peace and security, and with the significant events of 9/11 changed everything relating to acts of terrorism. The event was so significant it became clear that processes needed to change to prevent further attacks from taking place opening up more involvement with many agencies to help protect vulnerable targets and areas. Counterterrorism has had more awareness since the event of 9/11 but it needs to be woven into more everyday working. With more education and training the prevention of terrorism can start in local policing communities and helps ensure that preventing terrorism is at the forefront of everyone’s mind (Clark,2007). Counter terrorism courses in universities provide relevant and valuable knowledge of understanding terrorism. These courses use integrated and multi-discipline modules to help expand knowledge, some of these disciplines include anthropology criminology and international relations. By having knowledge across several topics this offers a more diverse learning which can be used to adapt to local and cultural contexts (Kkienerm,2024).
There are 77 terrorism organisations that currently fall under the Terrorism Act 2000, the majority of these are Islamist groups but extremist groups such as left wing and right wing are becoming more apparent and with more terrorist groups being able to recruit more efficiently with resources such as the internet radicalising and training these recruits have never been easier and more accessible. With the internet being a powerful source for terrorists, they can provide material instantly and to anyone in the world, so they don’t even have to recruit locally, increasing the risk regionally and nationally (Parliament,2021).
Community policing plays a large role in counter terrorism and having community and public trust contributes to this. By having trust between the public and the police it increases willingness to seek assistance from the police, this assistance will also help prevent young people offending and make them aware of the dangers of being involved in terrorism (Dawoody,2018 - pages 295-315). Preventing terrorism within communities is at the forefront of government strategies nationally and internationally this includes the implementation of community-based partnerships. These partnerships are created to include discussions around extremism and terrorism. One policy that has been created in Britain is ‘prevent’ (Spalek,2017).
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