
Person-centred fire safety ethics after Grenfell.
Abstract
In his summing up at the judge-led Grenfell Tower Inquiry, Danny Friedman KC produced an outstanding summary of the causes of the horrifying deaths and a succinct dissection of the wider state of the UK fire sector. In looking to make sense of a fundamental underlying cause he focused on the Golden Rule of ethics, saying fire professionals and others did not or could not conceive of being in the position of a person living in social housing.
Friedman said the fire was a landmark case of disability discrimination and that “people did not matter”. He asks of the State, “how can it act as a source for the common good?”. He says that people are at the core of the answer to this question. 
Five years earlier, shortly after the fire, the UK Government had commissioned Dame Judith Hackitt to review building regulations and fire safety. Her reports detailed her proposed changes to legislation but emphasised that ethical practices were the only final means of securing the changes needed. Ethics in fire safety have been a constant theme since this fire, with a substantial and influential part of the fire sector saying that regulation alone cannot effect the changes needed.
Hackitt’s recommendations included the provision of personal emergency evacuation plans for disabled residents. This person-centred approach was rejected by UK Government as not being “proportionate, practical and safe”, and during a High Court challenge to this by leaseholder disability action group Claddag it was found that the government had made a “political decision” that personal evacuation plans were outweighed by cost considerations. 
In discussing cost considerations Mark Chubb, (City University of New York) has focused on utilitarian approaches to provision of means of escape from fire and suggested a Rawlsian approach is better. This preference is focussed round a person-centred as opposed to majoritarian ethic.
I intend to discuss what philosophical ethics can contribute to this debate, and where specific philosophical confusions do not provide assistance.
What is my main argument going to be?
[bookmark: _GoBack]In centreing my dissertation around conceptions of a person-centred approach I will be influenced by Professor David Cockburn’s work on what constitutes a person, starting from an idea of other human beings. I will argue that the Golden Rule, utilitarian and Rawlsian approaches all reduce clarity on our understanding by not starting with other human beings. Starting with “thyself” in the golden rule of love thy neighbour and “being unable to conceive of being in another’s position” are examples of philosophical error. In dealing with this I hope to leave the ground clear for further discussion of a philosophy and ethics of fire safety that begins with other people.

Aims
1. Locate the dissertation in the causes and response to the Grenfell Tower fire
2. Identify confusions in some existing philosophies that are chosen by main commentators
3. Clear the ground for a person-centred philosophy of fire safety

Methodology
Philosophical analysis and argument.
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