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The importance of safeguarding policies and procedures in the United Kingdom (UK) will be covered in the essay that follows. The essay will analyse the shortcomings of multiservice agencies in two well-known UK cases. The essay will discuss the circumstances surrounding the deaths of Victoria Climbie and Arthur Labinjo-Hughes to determine how safeguarding procedures were neglected, which could have prevented the children's deaths. According to Oakley and McFarlane (2022) safeguarding training needs to be taught properly to new employees and it is a necessity to make sure existing staff members are aware of their safeguarding obligations. The United Nations International Childrens Emergency Fund (UNICEF) will also be referred to establish how every child has a right to be safeguarded. UNICEF rights are laws which protect children's rights to provide them with a better future according to Lines (2022), The essay will make recommendations that might in the future prevent these situations from occurring.
 
Any adult who is responsible for a child's care, whether at home, school, or through outside agencies, is bound by the act of safeguarding (Bekaert et al. 2021). The safety and welfare of the child in their supervision should always come first Bekaert et al. (2021) suggest that everyone has a responsibility to safeguard children and promote their welfare. The aim of safeguarding is to prevent any kind of abuse against children, including sexual, physical, emotional, and verbal abuse (Driscoll et al. 2022). According to Driscoll et al. (2022) protecting children who may be at danger of significant injury, promoting child welfare, stopping abuse, and providing expert help for families are all examples of safeguarding. 

According to the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) over 50,000 children in England required a protection plan in 2018 (Patrick 2020). Patrick (2020) states one to two children die each week because of abuse or neglect. 
Safeguarding and child protection are two major components that are interconnected child protection is a crucial element of the safeguarding procedure since it focuses on protecting children who have been recognised as being harmed or at serious risk of being injured (Richards, 2023). According to Richards (2023) the goal of child protection is to keep children from suffering severe injury or from being at risk of doing so. Furthermore, all healthcare professionals who work with young people, children, carers, and their parents have a duty to protect children from trauma as stated by Muirden and Appleton (2022). 
The safeguarding of children is a shared responsibility between multiple organizations. When safeguarding concerns are raised, they should be investigated immediately as this can prevent serious harm and neglect occurring to children (Bekaert et al. 2021). In England, the working together to protect children document also clearly outlines time limits for evaluations and decisions when a safeguarding concern is raised as stated by Bekaert et al. (2021).

According to Citaristi (2022) UNICEF was originally created over 77 years ago as the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund following World War two in 1946. UNICEF rights are laws which protect children's rights to provide them with a better future as stated by Lines (2022), UNICEF is based on the idea of what is most beneficial to children UNICEF works to promote and create change for children by unlocking resources for children's programs and supporting children's voices (Lines 2022). A child, according to UNICEF (2023), is any person who is less than the age of 18. UNICEF (2023) states the 45 articles that UNICEF have produced aim to provide every child a better world. 

The case of Victoria Climbie brought to light major safeguarding and child protection oversights by numerous agencies Victoria passed away too soon because of these services shortcomings (Purcell 2022). Victoria Climbie's parents sent her to live in the UK with her aunt to provide her with more opportunities in life (Oakley et al. 2019). However, as reported by Oakley et al. (2019) her aunt's boyfriend Karl Manning assaulted her and was subsequently convicted guilty of her murder in 2000 alongside the aunt. 

According to Grey and Gunson (2019) the UK government's investigation into Victoria’s death was led by Lord Laming, who questioned how a child could die despite professional involvement from a wide range of organisations. The failings of the professionals involved clearly indicates that the systems which were in place to safeguard children were not put into place in Victoria’s case as stated by Crawford and L’Hoiry (2019). Major safeguarding concerns had been missed in this case by multiple different agencies, health, police, and social services (Crawford and L’Hoiry 2019). According to Crawford and L’Hoiry (2019) in total twelve chances were missed which could have prevented Victoria Climbie from dying because of serious child abuse and neglect.

The Laming Report into her death at the beginning of 2000 highlighted missed chances which could have prevented her death (Grey and Gunson 2019). Victoria's life might have been saved if multiservice agencies had spoken with one another and handled all the safeguarding issues together (Purcell 2020). Victoria's suffering and death were an appalling and inexcusable systemic failure according to Purcell (2020), the duty of child protection had clearly been given little observation by the organisations in charge of Victoria. Purcell (2020) also states multiservice agencies were badly staffed, underfunded, and managed. Organisations that are responsible for children's safety and well-being were not being handled effectively (Purcell 2022) which is a clear sign that they really should not be granted the authority to oversee children's welfare. According to Patric and Welbury (2020) the Laming report concerning Victoria Climbie's death resulted in the adoption of multidisciplinary safeguarding policy and training for law enforcement, social sector workers, and care staff. When major mistakes like the ones that led to Victoria's death occur training for those responsible is essential to ensure the safety and protection of children's needs are always adhered to (Patric and Welbury 2020). Victoria's death also brought to light the need for organisations to be more sceptical when addressing safeguarding issues and more open-minded when making decisions regarding child protection issues (Muirden and Appleton 2022). According to Muirden and Appleton (2022) it is encouraged that professionals evaluate the evidence and keep an open mind to all possibilities. 

[bookmark: _Int_dXrXMXTE]The failings in Victoria’s case are a clear violation of the UNICEF charter as Article 37 states no child shall ever be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhumane, or degrading treatment UNICEF (2023). In the case of Victoria these crimes were committed, and the UNICEF charter was not adhered to furthermore Article 6 of the charter states parties recognise that every child has the inherent right to life UNICEF (2023), unfortunately in the case of Victoria this was also not possible. 

[bookmark: _Int_29UyDAL4]Following Victoria's death, the 2004 Children Act was passed, requiring local governments in England to collaborate with multiple organisations to safeguard and promote children's welfare (The Childrens Act 2004). According to The Childrens Act (2004) the act also defined the roles and obligations of the local government, NHS clinical commissioning groups, and police as safeguarding partners. These organisations are in charge of deciding how safeguarding protocols should be followed.

In comparison to Victoria the case of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes was 20 years later however his case also had major safeguarding and child protection failures despite acts like the Childrens Act 2004 being in force as stated by Ferguson and Kelly (2022). The horrific mistreatment that resulted in the death of six-year-old Arthur in England, despite the assistance of social workers and other professionals the death was still not prevented (Ferguson and Kelly 2022).
In the case of Arthur safeguarding concerns were raised initially by family members as they were suspicion that Arthur was being mistreated (Wise 2022). According to Wise (2022) in several situations, many family members had expressed their worries to police and social workers about the harm they thought Arthur was experiencing. Safeguarding concerns were clearly dismissed by these authorities which led to Arthur's death (Wise 2022). The local authority had a duty of care to carry out further investigation when they received this information from the family members if an investigation had taken place, it could have prevented Arthur's death (Wise 2022). 
Muirden and Appleton (2022) suggest when it is believed that a child is experiencing or is likely to experience significant harm, the local authority roles and responsibilities is to lead the statutory evaluation regarding inquiries about child protection. Hardy (2023) states Arthur was seen to be in good health by the Midlands police eight weeks before he passed away. The failing in the police service was another factor which contributed to Arthur's death as they did not perceive him to be at risk. This misinterpretation by the police led to his death (Hardy 2023). 
The social workers involved in Arthur's case also did not carry out their duty of care to safeguard the child as Hardy (2023) states social workers had assessed Arthur and they found no problems and determined that any bruising was the product of play-fighting. This gross neglect from them to not properly analysis the abuse that Arthur was dealing with was a major factor in Arthur's abusers being able to carry on abusing him which led to his death (Hardy 2023). 
The failings in Arthur's case demonstrates an obvious lack of multiagency collaboration this has also been suggested by Dixons et al. (2022). Major shortcomings in multi-agency child protection work were recognised, and it was suggested that multi-agency child protection units be established (Dixons et al. 2022). The creation of multi-agency units would ensure that in future cases like Arthur's, all child protection teams would be collaborating, ensuring that information was shared by all the authorities to guarantee that nothing was being missed out when it came to assessing child protection and safeguarding issues (Dixons et al. 2022). According to Dickens et al. (2020) three statutory partners in the new partnerships would be the local government, the local health services, and the police. The core element of their collaboration would be that each of the three partners has an equal responsibility to safeguard the children in their region (Dixons et al. 2022).
Reviews of significant cases have shown that failing to capture, comprehend, and communicate information in a timely manner can have negative effects on children's safety and wellbeing (Baginsky et al. 2019). According to Baginsky et al. (2019) the number of referrals to children's social care services have increasing entry barriers such as children who do not fit the criteria for social care intervention. Such barriers can mean that children are put at risk unnecessarily efforts should be made to make sure children are not neglected because they do not fit in to a government threshold to be assessed (Hood 2020). According to Hood (2020) welfare inequalities are significant as they impact a child's likelihood of receiving child protection services or being placed in foster care, both of which are based on socioeconomic issues over which the child has no control.

Children are still dying because of neglect according to Bullinger et al. (2020). The most frequent form of child abuse is neglect, which accounts for 80% of all child deaths attributed to abuse (Bullinger et al. 2020). According to Jahans-Baynton and Grealish (2022) England, children's social services helped almost 399,500 children in 2019, of whom 52,300 required abuse protection. This figure indicates that there is still a failing in safeguarding children from abuse despite there being so many high-profile cases (Jahans-Baynton and Grealish 2022). Furthermore Since 2005/2006, there have been twice as many sexual offences against children under 16 reported in the United Kingdom, with 2016/2017 witnessing the greatest number in the previous ten years (Jahans-Baynton and Grealish 2022).
According to MacAlister (2022) children's trusts, children's boards and local safeguarding all had a duty to collaborate, and several agencies were all introduced by the Children Act of 2004. The Childrens Act had to be modified to The Childrens and Social Work Act 2017 it featured bringing together senior strategic leaders and allowed local areas more flexibility in working together (MacAlister 2022). This act had to be revised once again in 2016 since collaboration amongst multi-agencies was not working properly (MacAlister 2022). 
According to Baginsky et al. (2022) a lack of resources and staff shortages may make it difficult to refer a child to protective services. Additionally, inadequate training for school staff continues to contribute to inadequate safeguarding (Baginsky et al. 2022). According to Oakley and McFarlane (2022) safeguarding training needs to be taught properly to new employees and it is a necessity to make sure existing staff members are aware of their safeguarding obligations. Employees in the childcare industry should receive continual safeguarding training, and they should collaborate to maintain effective safeguarding practices (Oakley and McFarlane 2022).
According to Baginsky et al. (2022) children's safety depends on early need assessment, service supply, and need identification. Effective information sharing between practitioners and community organisations and agencies is necessary to achieve this. Missed chances to quickly record, understand, and transmit information may have a negative impact on children's safety and welfare. (Baginsky et al. 2022). Baginsky et al. 2022 also states although the idea of multi-agency collaboration has supported advancements in this field for at least sixty years, there is little data supporting its efficacy and even less evidence regarding what works to engage agencies on an operational level.

[bookmark: _Int_DolCE4av]The results of this essay suggest that safeguarding practices are still ineffective in the modern era, and multiservice agencies must work more effectively together. It is advised that everyone who deals with children's safeguarding issues make referrals quickly and efficiently, and that when addressing safeguarding concerns, all relevant information should be investigated. All individuals who routinely work with children should receive training in child protection, and any new regulations should be put into effect right away. All multiservice agencies should share any new concerns they have regarding children who they may suspect are suffering from any type of neglect to protect children from abuse and neglect. Furthermore, to avoid failure and mistakes that result in the avoidable death and neglect of children, Acts like keeping children safe in education should be taught to all childcare professionals.
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