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The Original Texts

!
* Confucius said that the sport of archery was like a | ]EE i
Junzi# F who would reflect on his own problems i
when he missed his target.

(FHE: [WALFET, RiglElhy, KRKiEH
5., | (FBEe-HE) )

A benevolent man 1s like an archer, who first "
corrects himself and then shoots. If he fails to :
shoot, he will not complain about those who are
better than him, but will reflect on himself.

(WG, BETECTER. BHAY, RE
BoE, RREOMOR. (&7 ABBLE))




The Original Texts

* If you love a person but do not get his closeness,
then reflect on your own kindness; if you govern
others but to no avail, then reflect on your own
wisdom; 1f you treat others with courtesy but do not
receive their courtesy, then reflect on your own
respect. If your behaviour 1s unsuccessful, you
should reflect on yourself; if you are right, then the
whole world will submit to you.
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The Benefits of Self-

Reflection in Governance




2. The Benefits

* Confucius once mentioned, “Man 1s able
to honour righteousness, not righteousness
to honour man.’ Therefore, the stability
and turmoil of a country, its prosperity and
decline, are all determined by the
monarchs themselves, not by the destiny. ”
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The virtue of the person
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Drought locust infestation



2. The Benefits

* Please do not involve the people in my
sins; whereas the people have sinned
because I have not set a good example,
and the guilt should be borne by me alone.
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* King of Shun %
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2. The Benefits

* [f those 1n authority can respect the elderly, then the people will
develop a filial piety culture. If those in authority can respect
the elderly, then the people will love their elder brothers. If
those 1n authority can show compassion for the lonely and
unsupported, then the people will not betray or abandon one

another.

(EEZmREs, EREMREY, LilmRAT. )




The Downside of Not Being

Self-Reflective in Governance




The Downside

* “If the ruler treats his subjects as if they were his own hands and
feet, then the subjects treat the ruler as 1f they were his own heart
and soul. If the ruler treats his subjects like dogs and horses, then
he treats them like strangers. If the ruler treats his subjects like dust
and weeds, then he treats them like his enemies.”

(BEzHEumF e, AR ZHAEWEG; BxHEBuRE, AlE
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Example

* King L1 of Zhou )

I’11 kill anyone who
speaks ill of me.
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The people’ s life is
already very

hardi ey

You should.......
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The Downside

* “It 1s unreasonable for a emperor to kill his subjects and his people
for the sake of government. Instead of educating the people with
filial piety and making them understand the truth, people who make
mistakes are directly convicted and tortured, which 1s killing
innocent people.”

(ERHEIE, A 7: W, ALz, MEEER, XA
EM, (ERL LT )




The Downside

1. He 1s afraid of not being able to hear other people talk about his
faults when he 1s 1n a high position.

(R B A T A ] L )

2. He was afraid that everything would go well and lead to pride.
(1A T2

3. He 1s afraid that he will not be able to put into practice what he
hears as being sensible 1in the world.

(HRTZEST, MBARET)



Conclusion
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