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Applying for an MA. 

 

I know I want to carry on studying and researching as I have found a deeply need and connection to 
the research over the past four years and I know even when I stop university I will carry on on 
reading and educating myself. Research and enquiry has become a main part of my artistic practice, 
as well as my personal practice. The topics that have fuelled my practice and research have been 
those of intersection feminism, From issues of sexism, race, ableism, ageism, sexuality and identity. 

Having researched for Masters that connect to my practice, the one that I connected the most after 
looking at the individual modules is the MA Gender sexuality and culture in Manchester university. 

Other masters I have looked at are MA Art & Politics in Goldsmiths University of London. 

 

Modules for MA Art & Politics in Goldsmiths University of London: 
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The modules for the MA Gender, sexuality and culture in Manchester university: 
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Lately I have also found an MA called Transnational Queer Feminist Politics which I like the look of in 
SOAS in London. 

 

MA called Transnational Queer Feminist Politics modules:  
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As I don’t want to move to anywhere and I want to stay in Wales, I have been looking for online 
courses on gender and culture and the online ones I found are not thought masters but research 
masters. I am hoping that if I get accepted in one of the Masters they will be adaptable as I have 
seen most of them are doing blended learning due to covid. 

 

Another Masters I have found lately is another masters in Gender, sexuality and culture in the 
university Birkbeck in London 

Gender, sexuality and culture (Birkbeck University) modules: 

 

The university I feel the most drawn to is the Manchester University for the MA on Gender Sexuality 
and culture. 

I am also very interested in MA called Transnational Queer Feminist Politics from SOAS University in 
London. 

Another option is the MA on Fine art or MA in Visual communication or MA in Fine art in Swansea in 
UWTSD. 

 

So far I have only applied to Manchester University but I will be applying to the other universities in 
the next few months. 
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Statement for the application on the Masters Gender, sexuality and culture and the MA on MA 
Transnational Queer Feminist Politics. 
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Enquiring about EU fees 

Due to Brexit people who are not UK citizens might have to pay EU fees which double the price of 
the courses. 

The Ma in Manchester is 10000 for UK citizens but it is 20000 for EU citizens. 

I have rang the university and enquire about which fee would apply to me and after being sent 
across different departments they have asked me to send the right department an email. 

 

 

They have also asked me to fill a form. My settlement status has not gone through yet which is a 
worry. It usually takes 5 days and it has been more than a month and I haven’t received anything. 

I made an enquiry about my settlement status through the portal and they sent me this email: 

 

 

 

So far I don’t know if this will get done in time. I should be entitles to the settled status as I have live 
here for more than 7 years and my son was born here but because I travelled a lot and did a lot of 
volunteering rather than paid work my application is a bit different. 
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References 

 

I have asked Sue Williams and Ryan L. Moule to be my references 
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Open day and application in Manchester University 

I have applied for Manchester university and registered for the open day to see what the situation is 
with remote learning and blended learning 
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Final thoughts 

My preferred masters is the one in Manchester University but I also like the sound of the MA 
Transnational Queer Feminist Politics, alternatively the masters in Birkbeck might be ok. 

In order of preference 

1 MA Gender, sexuality and culture in Manchester university 

2 MA Transnational Queer Feminist Politics modules 

3 MA Gender, sexuality and culture in Birkbeck University 

4 MA Fine art or MA in Visual media in Swansea 

 

The only reason I don’t feel that drawn to the MA in Swansea is because it is based on art rather 
than feminism and I want to expand my knowledge in that direction. 

I don’t completely discard the option as I know I could carry on studying Instersectional feminism 
whilst doing the MA in Swansea but I really like the idea of focusing on research, rather than art. 
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Exhibiting artwork in the future 

Whilst I would like to exhibit work in the future and perform publicly, it is not my priority to work 
towards that goal right now. I rather to find collaborative exhibitions that work with topics that I 
connect with and find them not through active looking but that I found spontaneously. I am trying to 
engage with social media, and I put an effort to finish my website earlier this year which I am hoping 
it will connect me with people and projects that I will find interesting.  

I only follow artists and projects that I connect with on Instagram but I know that social media is no 
my forte and that I don’t enjoy it much, so I don’t spend too much time hoping that my engagement 
will build up over the years. 

I have also been very busy in the creation of On your face collective which you will find later on, on 
this document. I have been engaging much more with social media for that project than for my own. 
Whilst Ellie Day has been uploading the content, I have been actively looking for queer welsh artists, 
following them and contacting them. 

I feel more drawn to promote others than myself and that is something to consider and reflect upon. 
My art practice is very important to me but I don’t feel I have a necessity to promote myself, 
perhaps it would be easier if I found somebody else to promote me but I rather to create a platform 
to showcase other people and create events than to focus on my own practice. I have always been 
very interested in giving people a platform for their voice to be heard so perhaps this new side is a 
new part of my artistic practice. 
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Artfest. Submitting work for an exhibition. 

 

 

 

I have been asked to submit work for an exhibition in Germany. After doing a research on the event I 
decided to submit work and emailed them about my concerns aout sending the original footage. 

As the exhibition will be online I know there is no need for them to have my original footage because 
they will be embedding the link of the video in their website. I have uploaded the work in Vimeo and 
send them the link only. One of the main organizers who I spoke to, told me to put her as reference 
in order to submit the work only through the link. 
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Website, Instagram and other platforms. 

 

 

 

My website: africaolle.com 

I have written new work to go with the performances on the website as I prefer not to show my 
performances in it. I rather to keep the performances private with the hope that in some point I will 
find a gallery and exhibition to show my work. 

I instead created a promotional video which can be found on the main page where you can see 
snippets of my performances and get a sense of my work. 
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The writing is a blend of old writings, new writings and text adapted to the performances, the topic 
of enquiry. The intention of these texts is to Evoque the spirit of the performance and to work as a 
substitute, as well as a companion. 

 

Social media 

I am updating old profiles that I created in the past as a graphic designer.  

Domestika, behance and linkedin 

I am also currently uploading work to my Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/africa.olle 
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Looking and applying for jobs. 

 

Knowing that the funding I can get through student finance Wales is 17.000 maximum and the 
course in Manchester is 10000 if the fees I pay are as Uk citizen that would only leave me with 7000 
pounds to live for more than a year which is not sufficient to cover my rent and living costs. 

As I home school my son I know my best option is to start working now or during summer, rather 
than doing a full time masters, as well as having and part time job and home schooling my son, as it 
doesn’t seem viable. 

As I was looking for job opportunities, I have found a job opportunity which seem very connected to 
my personal, art and social practice: 

 

Youth Leader. Canolfan Maerdy 
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Information about Canolfan Maerdy 
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Information about the job offer 
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Cover letter 
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CV 
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On your face collective. Project 

 

- Where the idea came from 
- Collaborating. Having an inclusive teams 
- Future prospects and funding 

Online events 
Lesbian, trans and nonbinary art festival 

- The zine  
- The podcast 
- LGBTQ+ Creatives Wales 

- Meetings notes 
-  

 

Where the idea came from 

Having grown up in a town where the LGBTQ+ community was not visible, to later having lived in 
Barcelona where the LGBTQ+ Community had multiple spaces, bars, pubs, clubs and cafes and 
multiple events through the year. Living in a place where the queer community were out an proud, I 
became very aware of the importance of seeing other queer people around you but also, the 
importance to have spaces and events where to meet other queer people and celebrate our work 
and successes together. 

When I moved to the UK after having lived in Barcelona, I travelled around, from somerset, to 
London, Northampton and finally Carmarthenshire in Wales. I discovered that apart from London, 
most places lacked from queer spaces and this is especially true in Wales. 

For the past 3 year I have been writing and planning to create a physical space in Swansea for the 
queer community. A space to exhibit works of queer artist with a café space with a queer library. 

With the current situation with Covid 19 the idea of a physical space seemed more trouble than 
what it was worth it, as we don’t know for how long the space could open if at all. 

Even though the idea for the physical space is something that I don’t want to do for now, The need 
for connection and support is even greater than before. I believe Isolation can be tackled not only 
through physical or virtual events but also by seeing yourself represented, thus the idea of showing 
queer artists still made a lot of sense. 

Whilst the original idea was to create a physical space to connect the queer people from South 
Wales, now it made sense for the project to bring together the queer creatives from all Wales rather 
than only South Wales 
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Website, Social Media and email 

We have create a website called onyourfacecollective.org 

The website features the artists from the collective, as well as having our contact details and 
information about the collective and how to apply. 

www.onyourfacecollective.org 
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We have also created and Instagram page in which we also feature and promote the artists. 
@onyourfacecollective 
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We have created a facebook page to reach more audience with the idea that it won’t be used to 
promote artists but it will help to reach more people and redirect them to the website or Instagram. 
We are still trying to figure out how it will be best to use it without taking much time but being 
engaging. https://www.facebook.com/onyourfacecollective 
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We have also created a Facebook group with the plan to create online meetups as well as creating a 
platform for queer artists in Wales to engage with each other. The group has been created but we 
have not engaged with it. Once we finish university this will be one of the things we want to get on 
with. The group is called LGBTQ+ Creatives South Wales.  

 

 

We have also created an email: onyourfacecollective@gmail.com and a linktree account to add links 
to Instagram. 
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Collaborating. Having an inclusive team 

The idea about having an inclusive team sprung from my original plan of a queer art space in 
Swansea. To me it was clear that in order to create an inclusive gallery with as much diversity as 
possible there was a necessity to have a team of people that represent all across the Rainbow, The 
LGBTQ+, as well as people from different races and ethnicities. It was a must that half of the team 
should be BAME and that we should have at least 1 or 2 people with disabilities. 

In an ideal world we would have more representation of people whose voices are put aside because 
those voices are already more difficult to hear. The idea for the gallery was to be a pioneer space in 
which the team is actively seeking those voices, making space and making sure the events and 
activities created are not only inclusive but they are also born from an unbiased space, a decolonized 
environment. 

As an starter point I have asked Ellie Day from my class to join in the creation of the project as I knew 
it would be much better to start the project straight away with somebody else, rather than by 
myself. 

Claudia Rubio Sasaki who is my current partner has also asked to join as a core member and Ellie and 
I decided it was a brilliant idea as she has a degree on translation which makes her a really good 
editor and she is also very knowledgeable on art, music and literature making her a great asset in 
finding creatives and curating. She also ticks the box of BAME which is perfect on terms of 
representation. 

For the rest of team, it is advertised on the website that we are looking for: 

‘a diverse team in order to have a variety of events that are inclusive and accessible and to make 
sure we represent a diversity of creatives. 
 
‘ two more members who are from a Black and Minority Ethnicity and identify as queer, trans, gay 
and or non-binary’. 
 
‘ two disabled queer people’ 

The idea is to find at least on representative of the trans community and a gay man who are BAME 
and two more queer people who have disabilities. All of this bearing in mind that the team should 
have a higher proportion of BAME and POC than white people and more women, non binary, gender 
fluid people than men. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



32 | P a g e  
 

 

Online Events 

The idea is for the collective to create regular events, some for all the queer community and others 
for specific groups within the community. 

Some ideas would be: 

Lesbian, non binary and trans event for all creatives in Wales 

BAME Lesbian, non binary and trans event for all creatives in Wales 

BAME Queer event for all creatives in Wales 

Trans, queer and non-binary event for all creatives in Wales 

There could also be specific events within those groups/ events above, but we could focus on one of 
the subjects, for example we could do an event for writers, poetry, music, film, design or art… 

I am hoping as the team grows, each member of the group will ensure to organize or suggest events 
that will benefit the groups they represent. 

Whilst I imagine the creating and organizing the event to be a communal project in which we all 
work towards organizing it. I imagine that each member will lead an ensure the creation of each 
event. 

For example, I, as a queer woman/ gender fluid/ non binary, I am particularly interested in creating 
events for queer women, non binary people and trans people. 

The idea would be that I would for example suggest an event like this and lead it and the rest of the 
team support it in organizing it and advice in order to make it inclusive 
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The zine  

Ellie was very interested in creating a Zine so she brought the idea to the table so she will be leading 
that department but I would like to participate on the creation of it and support her. 
 
 

 
 
 

The podcast 

I came up with the idea of the podcast as I have been looking for queer art podcast for myself and 
there wasn’t much out there. I thought the creation of a podcast would work very well with the 
collective. 
It would be another way of creating visibility and expanding the work of the creatives and we could 
also invite creatives from other part of the UK or the world to have conversations with the creatives 
from On your face. 
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Lesbian, trans and nonbinary art festival 

A festival like this has been on my mind for a few years, specially after finding out about the festival 
in Catalunya called Visibles, festival de cultures lesbians visibles. This art festival is for women, trans, 
genderfluid and nonbinary people. Whilst I have never been to it, after researching it, it seemed to 
me that they put a great effort on inclusivity and they have a broad rage of intersecting art, from 
performers, to writers, comedians.  

https://labonne.org/projectes/visibles/ 

Discovering this event was very important to me, because it made me long for not only an event like 
this, but also a space. 

That is why I would like one of the first events to organise to be focused on this part of the queer 
community. 

Having seen some of the funding available which I will be talking about later on the document, I have 
thought this could be one of the ways in which the funding could be used for, 

I am hoping the event could be created physically, rather than virtually, creating hundreds of jobs for 
the duration of the festival. 

I envision artists talks, workshops, performances, readings of poetry and books, comedians, live 
music, exhibitions, chill areas, food and much more. 

It is quite interesting that I found this event after researching the artist Denys Blacker, fellow artist 
and friend of Sarah Tombs who put me in contact with Blacker. After Researching Blacker, I found 
this community of artist in Catalunya and the organization La bonne which is the organizer of the 
festival Lesbian visible cultures.  

Through researching Blacker, I found out that she is one of the organizer of FEM ‘annual 
International Performance Art Festival dedicated to showcasing work by women performance 
artists’ and GRESOL, ‘Gresol is a non – profit association founded in 2002 in Madremanya by a group 
of people linked to contemporary art and culture with the aim of promoting an exchange of artistic, 
cultural and contemporary values through the organization of events, festival, meetings and 
residencies. Gresol organizes activities related to contemporary art practices and particularly 
performance art’. 

I found La bonne through its collaborations with GRESOL and that is how I found the festival. 

I have been very inspired by Denys Blacker whom I have tried to meet up with a couple of years ago 
but I didn’t work out because of our schedules and then because of Covid I haven’t been able to go 
back to Catalunya. 

I am hoping to create some collaborations with Blacker as well as with GRESOL, La Bonne and the 
festival of Lesbian Cultures In Catalunya. 

If I ever go back to live there I would like to be an active member of those groups. The organizations 
are also situated in my preferred place to live in Catalunya which is in between Girona and Barcelona 
towards the more rural areas. The events though are organized in different places in Girona and 
Barcelona. 
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Future prospects and funding 

For the first project, the physical gallery in Swansea, I was considering crowdfunding to rent the 
space for the first year and then Patreon or another funding website to pay for the people 
running it. 
I also considered funding from the arts council but I was more reliant on independent funding 
rather than from the government. 
For this project I am thinking more a combination of both Independent funding, for the general 
running of the project and then specific funding for events. This would probably mean that the 
people working and running the project would only have a salary when running events which is 
not necessarily bad as we would then ensure to continuously create events to have income 
which then in turn would benefit the rest od the queer community with more representation, as 
well as more jobs through pais gigs in the events 
I have found this grant called: Connect and flourish 
https://arts.wales/resources/connect-and-flourish-application-help-notes 
 
Which would be perfect for the project. One of the problems with this grant is that you can not 
apply if the project has started, meaning that we could not apply to the grant to support the 
project but we could apply to the grant to create another project through the collective. 
Another barrier the grants has is that you can not apply as a collective or as an artist, you also 
need an organization to partnership. 
 
I have contacted Sian Adiccot for advice on how to approach the Glyn Vivian or GS artists gallery 
as an unknown artist and she has kindly message Karen MacKinnon telling her about the project 
and creating that connection. 
 
The people dealing with this department in the Glyn Vivian have replied that they would be 
willing to partnership, in principle, as long as it doesn’t clash with the other application they 
have for the same grant. 
 
The last closing date was the 17th of March but there will be more one more opening for the 
grant later this year. 
 
 Sian Addicot has said she would support me with the application form which I will be writing 
during the next few months. 
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Meeting 27th of January   

(Minutes taken by Africa) 

 

 

Summary of this week:  

We have revisited old ideas.  

Decided on the creation of two separate platforms (one for the community and a 
professional one). 

Decided on taking minutes and notes from each meeting 

Decided which projects we will be undertaking through the professional platforms 

Revisited the text from the community platform 

Brainstormed to decide on a new name for the professional platform 

Decided what we are doing this week 

Decided next meeting agenda 

 

 

Meeting: 

After having had a few conversations last year of the queer online platform last semester we 
are today having the first official meeting to start rolling the ball. 

We are starting with a brainstorm, sharing and revisiting original ideas and updating our 
perception and plans due to the new restrictions as well as the ideas that might have 
changed after putting the project aside for a couple of months. 

Ellie is thinking that we should put aside any physical events, exhibitions or activities which 
were part of the first plan/ idea. 

Africa shares her thoughts on the original ideas and new ideas that she has had. 

The information shared is the next: 

I am thinking on focusing on creating a platform to get together and draw queer 
creative people in 
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And then a professional platform to showcase those works. Maybe creating a 
collective? 

To separate the community group from the professional website and platforms 

On one side we will have a Facebook group for people to introduce themselves and 
meet and see other artist works, to create community. 

On the other side we will have a Professional Website, Facebook page, Instagram 
page, for showcasing artist through perhaps an online exhibition or by just having a 
website with their information and some work on linked to their websites. The 
professional platforms will be to create visibility to the artists rather than creating 
community. 

On the side of this or as a part of this I would like to do a podcast, you and me 
interviewing or having a chat with queer artist in South Wales (the ones from the 
page/ collective?) or maybe queer artists from everywhere? (but making sure south 
wales is well represented). 

We have talked about gathering an inclusive team to be running the collective to 
make sure we are inclusive of people of all ethnicities, races, gender, disabilities, 
sexualities. I am thinking the inclusive team could be formed if we decide to do an 
online festival? But for now we just make sure that we are very inclusive and we get 
queer creatives from all classes, backgrounds, ethnicities, disabilities? 

or 

We could still make an open call with the vision of organizing events in the future and 
to open up a conversation, or maybe the collective could be the inclusive team and 
the team makes sure to get people from the collective they represent, so we have 
several people actively engaging in their circles? 

 

 

Things to do this week: 

Look at Patreon, 

Look at platforms to do the podcasts 

Create an open call for the collective/ exhibition/ virtual space 

  

Focus on: 
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Decide what we want to do 

Social media platforms 

Open calls 

Research for funding, patreon, podcast platforms 

Deciding who does what, dividing work 

  

  

Thoughts on: 

Separating the community and professional online platforms 

We agree on separating the community page and the professional page 

We decide to create a different name for the professional page and to keep the community 
page with the same name: LGBTQ+ Creatives South Wales 

  

Decisions on purpose/ identity of the professional platform 

We agree that the community platform’s purpose is to bring queer creatives together and to 
create a safe space for queer artists to meet up and collaborate 

We need to decide which ideas we are going to pursue through the professional platforms 

We know the purpose of the professional platform is to showcase and create visibility for 
the queer creative community in South Wales. We need to decide how. 

Purpose and activities of the collective that we both agree that we want to pursue this 
year 

Professional Website, with social media engagement 

Podcast 

Online exhibition or/ and promoting people’s work through the website and social media 

Online zine 

  

Other ideas that we might try to pursue 
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Online gatherings for the community (Quite likely to happen, we might try to organize an 
event if the community engages but we are not putting pressure on ourselves for this, it’s 
not a priority right now) 

Physical gathering of the community if restrictions allow (Unknown) 

Physical exhibition/s if restrictions allow (Less likely due to Covid) 

Online or physical festival if restrictions allow (Africa would really like that to happen but 
might be too ambitious to plan in such short notice, as well as launching the rest of the 
project) 

Filming people about their work + promotion (Highly likely to happen if restrictions allow) 

  

Patreon and funding 

We have talked about looking into Patreon as a way of income to support this project 
economically 

We have talked about looking at grants as this project is based on Artist who are from South 
Wales, who live in South Wales or who have a connection to the area somehow. So there 
might be funding available from the Welsh government. 

  

Open Calls 

After the lecture with Ryan we have considered the idea of the Open Calls to fins queer 
artist in the area. We will be doing this through the website and online platforms 

  

Division of work 

We will be diving the work each week and deciding what each of us do 

Ellie has stated that she prefers not to oversee the social site of things, as per organizing 
gatherings and so on. She prefers online platforms 

We will be deciding each week our next actions to take 

  

Deciding on the name for the professional platforms 
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We decided we need to find a different name and we do a brainstorming session to get 
some words going. 

Africa: 

Creative, inclusive, intersectional, queer, community, rainbow, artists 

Feminist, welsh, south. Artist, creatives, connection, visibility, on your face 

Diverse. 

  

Ellie 

The South Wales Collective 

LGBTQ+ 

Diverse 

Visibility 

Community Collective 

Creatives 

  

Ellie likes the words Visibility and diverse 

Africa likes the idea of using a catchy name or sentence like On your face. 

On your face as a way to reclaim the space. Lgbtq+ BAME, people with disabilities also 
elders are very often pushed aside, we don’t get vivility and to Africa: On your face means 

Us the minorities together pushing through to be seen, we are no longer put aside, we are 
on your face. 

 We decided to leave the name for a couple of day and revisit on Friday 29th for a final 
decision, we will have an informal conversation through a private conversation through 
social media. 
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Creation of the website and online platforms 

Text 

Africa and Ellie revisit the community group facebook platform and take off the paragraph 
about the inclusive team. We decided that if we do create the inclusive team it will be for 
the professional platforms. 

The text taken off is: 

From the start of January, we will be organizing meet ups, online events and creating 
some other exciting opportunities for the queer creative community to shine. 

Anybody in this group can post queer events in South Wales and anybody can create 
events. 

We are also currently looking to create a diverse team in order to have a variety of 
events that are inclusive and accessible. 

We are looking for three more members who are from a Black and Minority Ethnicity 
and identify as queer, trans or gay artist 

We are also looking for a disabled queer artist 

The core group positions are non-paid voluntary roles for now 

  

We revisited the statement of purpose for the community group and agree that it is still 
adequate and that it still reflects its purpose. 

  

The text is: 

Creative queer people are needed to create spaces, physically or digitally to bring the 
LGBTQ+ Community together and to amplify our voices. 

The aim of LGBTQ+ Creatives South Wales is to connect queer artist, musicians, 
creative people from the area to do collaborations, to work together, share and 
create queer art events. To meet up, have fun and show the world that South wales 
has a vibrant community of queer artists. 

This is not only a networking space, but its intention is for it to be a social platform to 
meet up and make new friends. 
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We decide we need to create a statement of purpose for the professional group. Africa will 
be doing this for next week’s meeting. 

  

Aesthetics 

We decide we need to create the aesthetics for the community platform and the 
professional platform. 

We agree to look into it this week once we decide on the name of the professional platform 

We will make the final decisions on the texts and aesthetics next week 

  

Decisions on the inclusive team 

No decisions made yet. We will revisit next week on Wednesday 3rd of February 

  

Sharing documents 

We have decided to create shared google documents to share minutes and our progress on 
each task every week so we know how the process is going for each of us. 

  

Minutes of the meeting and agenda 

We decided to write the minutes of each meeting and potentially take turns to write them 

  

Deciding on our next steps. What are we doing this week? 

 

Africa: 

Looks into how to do a podcast 

Writes a statement of purpose for the professional platforms 

Ellie: 



44 | P a g e  
 

 

Starts looking at different platforms to create the website and looks at examples for other 
art collective websites 

 Africa and Ellie need to make a final decision on the name for the professional platforms/ 
collective 

 

Next week’s meeting agenda: 

Talk about introductory video of ourselves and the project. How to? Teams? Script? 

Finalize details about social platforms: Text and aesthetics and logo 

What do we want from the name of the project? 

Revisit what we have done the past week: 

-        Talking about what Africa discovered about the podcast 

-        Any thoughts, changes about  the statement 

-        Ellie will be talking about website platforms and examples 

 

Website pages and information (About, Podcast, link to group) 

Zine 

Inclusive team 

Discussion on the creation of action plan? Timeline 

Patreon and funding 

Paying for a domain. Considering .org rather than other 

Any other issues and ideas 

To talk about trial podcast introduction 

What are we doing this week coming? 

Division of work 
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 Conversations Online 29th of January   

 

 

Hiya, don’t worry about replying if you’re busy I’m in no rush!  But just thought I’d send 
over thoughts on name ideas. I was thinking about your suggestion of having a name that 
relates to standing out and no longer being pushed down or unseen. I wrote down some 
words that related to that such as ‘emerge’ ‘front and centre’ and thought ‘Foreground 
Collective’ might sound quite good? It also has some relation to art terminology, as well as 
meaning to be at the front and standing out amongst the background. Here are some 
photos I was playing around with just to see it visually, let me know what you think, I don’t 
mind what we do!  

 

Ellie sent 29 January at 13:04 
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Fri 18:36 
You sent 29 January at 18:36 

Helloo, so I have been thinking and maybe we should take more time to chose the name? I 
kinda want to get everything going quite soon but at the same time, the name is quite 
important..., So I was thinking maybe we should come up with a few more names, create a 
list and  show the list to a few queer friends and see what people go for? what do you think? 

You sent 29 January at 18:38 

Or more important than what people go for, it would be what the feeling and interpretation 
of each name people have  

You sent 29 January at 18:39 

I am not sure I dig foreground collective though but it might be that I need time. I like 
emergence but there is an ecology magazine called that.. as well 

You sent 29 January at 18:41 

I think because its just you an me and we envision the aesthetics differently we will probably 
have to find a happy medium and for that it will be good to have some feedback as well  

You sent 29 January at 18:41 
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what do you think? 

You sent 29 January at 18:42 

Maybe we need to talk about what we want from the name too and see if we can create 
something that fulfils both visions 

Fri 21:51 
 

Sorry! I just realised my Facebook had been logged out so I wasn’t getting notifications  
yeah I think that’s a good idea, if we take more time thinking about name ideas then, and 
then just let me know  

You sent 29 January at 21:56 

No worries  

You sent 29 January at 21:56 

Yeah, i feel like we shouldn't rush the name 

You sent 29 January at 21:57 

And we should meet up on wednesday anyway, cause there is plenty to do 

You sent 29 January at 21:58 

What do you think about asking other people for their opinion? 

 

Ellie sent 29 January at 22:02 

Yeah definitely shouldn’t be rushed, okay let’s see what we think Wednesday then about 
names and stuff. I can ask my partner what she thinks but other than that I don’t really 
know anyone else in the LGBTQ+ community to ask 
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Meetings notes 1st of February 

(Minutes taken by africa) 

 

Talk about an introductory video of ourselves and the project. How to? Teams? Script? 

Finalize details about social platforms: Text and aesthetics and logo 

What do we want from the name of the project? 

Revisit what we have done the past week: 

-        Talking about what Africa discovered about the podcast 

-        Any thoughts, changes about  the statement 

-        Ellie will be talking about website platforms and examples 

 

Website pages and information (About, Podcast, link to group) 

Zine 

Inclusive team 

Discussion on the creation of action plan? Timeline 

Patreon and funding 

Paying for a domain. Considering .org rather than other 

Any other issues and ideas 

To talk about trial podcast introduction 

What are we doing this week coming? 

Division of work 
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Talk about introductory video of ourselves and the project. How to? Teams? Script? 

We decided to do the video separately and then edit. We will film with our respective 
cameras. Africa will edit the footage. 

Africa is suggesting a blend of personal introduction and On your face introduction of the 
text that we have already got. 

Finalize details about social platforms: Text and aesthetics and logo 

What do we want from the name of the project? 

As a way to decide about to decide the name we reflected upon the effect that we want the 
name to have. 

Africa’s idea: On your face is catchy 

Ellie’s idea: Foreground collective sounds very professional 

We talked about Foreground word as a potential language barrier for people, not knowing 
the meaning of the word. Whilst the term is based on art vocabulary some people might not 
know the meaning. 

On your face is catchy and accessible. It also has connotations of taking space and it has a 
very physical feeling. 

Revisit what we have done the past week: 

-        Talking about what Africa discovered about the podcast 

Having reviewed a few hosting platforms for podcast and considering that we are 
yet to try out to see if the podcast works, I have been looking into free hosting 
platforms. 

 

Non free platforms start from 5 pounds a month and upwards.  

Anchor is a free hosting platform owned by Spotify and it seems the best option for 
a podcast that it is just starting as we don’t want to have expenses, at least for the 
podcast. 

 

The podcast will be co-hosted with interviews 

Resources on how to make a podcast 

How to record a podcast (Podcast) By the pod farm 
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The pod cast host. Thepodcasthost.com 

What do we need 

A must: Headphones one 

Preferably a microphone 

Good Internet connection 

How to do it 

Make a call from zoom and record it 

Edit the sound on program audacity 

Upload it into anchor 

Anchor sends it to Apple podcast, Spotify and other.. 

 

 

 

-        Any thoughts, changes about the statement 

-        Ellie will be talking about website platforms and examples 

 

Website pages and information (About, Podcast, link to group) 

Zine 

Ellie is interested in doing a zine, Africa is happy to be part of it and help. 

Inclusive team 

We decided to have an inclusive team but later on when the website is set up and the core 
values and project is more settled 

Discussion on the creation of action plan? Timeline 

Wehave talked about the next steps, and the things we are aiming to achieve in the next few weeks 

 

Website 

 

Start designing 

Instagram 

 

Create an Instagram page 

Podcast 

 

Trial run 
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Description of each page 

Artists  

Group 

Podcast 

About 

Main page 

Video Sort out internet 

 

 

Funding 

Finding way of funding the 
project 

 

Patreon, crowdfunding…. 

 

Facebook 

 

Contact facebook and 
Instagram queer projects in 
Carmarthenshire, Swansea, 
llanelly, ceridigion? 

 

 

 

Patreon and funding 

We have to look into ways of funding and making the project sustainable. For next week we 
will be looking at different platforms or patreon 

Paying for a domain. Considering .org rather than other 

We decided to pay for the domain as it is more professional, specially for a project like this 

Any other issues and ideas 

To talk about trial podcast introduction 

What are we doing this week coming? 

Division of work 
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Meeting 3rd of February 
(Minutes taken by Ellie) 

 

Summary of this week: 

 

● Discussed finalising the name ideas 
● Decided we will record an introduction video for the website & social media 

platforms 
● Discussed next steps needed to start designing website etc 
● Revisited what we have looked at in the past week 
● Decided what tasks we will be completing for our next meeting  

 

Name ideas. On your face vs In your face 

 

In this weeks meeting, we started by revisiting our name ideas. We decided Africa will ask a 
friend concerning the connotations of our two ideas ‘On Your Face’ and ‘In Your Face’ 
before we make a final decision. 

 

 

Video. Content 

 

We then went on to discuss the introduction video. Deciding we should aim for the video to 
be around 3 minutes long, we will be writing a script that involves roughly 30 words each 
that introduces ourselves, with the remaining time spent introducing the project. Africa has 
written a paragraph for the website that will be useful in using as the foundation of our 
introduction video. This will be sent over to enable me to edit or create any additions. We 
decided this video would be shared on IGTV (instagram) and the website.  

 

Logo design 

 

Africa is planning to ask her friend if she would be interested in designing our logo for the 
project. We will finalise details surrounding the aesthetics of the website after we see a logo 
preview. I will research the website building platform, Cargo, as this is an affordable 
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suggestion. It would be ideal to have a custom domain for our website. We are planning to 
have different tabs on the website with suggestions being: Home, About, Podcast, Zine, Our 
Artists. 

 

 

 

Platforms for podcasts 

 

Africa has researched platforms for sharing podcasts and the best ways to record them. One 
way of doing this would be to record our podcast on teams, edit the sound on a separate 
platform and finally, upload to Anchor, a free podcast sharing platform. We will have a trial 
run of this. 

 

For next week 

 

For our next meeting, I am aiming to have 30 words that introduce myself for the video, 
research surrounding Patreon and an action plan containing the next steps with time scales.   
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Meeting 10th of February 
(Notes taken by Ellie) 

On your face vs In your face 

In todays meeting we discussed what we have researched in the past week and what our 
next steps are. Africa had a response from her friend regarding the name and it has been 
decided that we will have ‘On Your Face’ as our group/project/collective name. This is due 
to the fact that it is open to interpretation and may be considered as more inviting. Africa 
also had contacted people regarding the creation of a logo but is yet to here a response.  

 

Video 

We also discussed the plans for our introduction video. We have decided that we will both 
read the full text, then select parts from each person in the edit.  

 

Patreon 

 

Regarding Patreon, we spoke about how we disliked the idea of using the platform to post 
exclusive content. Instead, we would like to use it as a place for donations and if a donation 
is a certain amount, they could receive a print from one of the artists in the collective. 

 

The action plan for the next steps was also spoke about in this meeting.  

 

Planning next meeting on Monday as a working day 

We have arranged to meet at 9am on Monday where we are planning to: 

● Work on the website & social media 
● Film the introduction video 
● Time dependent, have a trial run of the podcast 

For next week: 

● Africa to ask illustration department if anyone would like to design our logo 
● Read over text for introduction video and edit if needed. Send this to Africa 
● Edit my personal introduction script 
● Africa to look at website templates 
● Record introduction video and send to Africa 
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22nd of February 

(Notes taken by Africa) 

 

 

Meeting’s Agenda 

1.      Create Instagram page 

2.      On your face 

3.      First post 

4.      To expand from South Wales to Wales 

  

Creation of the Instagram page 

We have created an Instagram page as we were doing the meeting and decided the 
sentence to summon what the project is. 

Explanation Line under the name: 

Online queer platform/ collective showcasing the work of LGTBQ+ creatives in South Wales 

  

  

Reviewing and final decision on South Wales vs Wales 

We have talked about whether we want the platform to be for people based and/or from 
south wales or Wales. 

We decided to create a platform for the creatives of Wales, rather than online South Wales 

  

The website 

We looked at templates in Cargo, created a selection of our favourites and decided to try: 

No blinking 

Ideal associates 
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Email, Instagram and Linktree 

During the meeting we created: An Instagram, an email, a linktree for instagram 

onyourfacecollective@gmail.com 

 

Creation of a provisional logo: 

Africa has contacted a Lecturer from graphic design to ask for students who might want to 
collaborate and create a logo and there has been no reply. She also contacted Casey from 
third year and asked her friend who is from Illustration to post on their facebook group to 
see if anybody is interested. Nobody has shown interest yet. She has also contacted a friend 
of hers but so far nobody has come forward to do the logo. We have decided to create a 
provisional logo until we get a graphic designer to create one. 

We have both tried different design with one of Ellies painting on the background. 

  

Ellie’s best designs 

  

 

 

 

  

Africa’s best design 
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We decided to go with Africa’s design. After a while Africa suggested to desaturate the 
design as the original logo had connotations of a traveling logo 

  

  

Website and domain 

We created an account with cargo to start the website. 

We looked at the domain available and somebody already own onyourface.co.uk so we 
decided we will call the website onyourfacecollective.co.uk. 

  

First Post 

 On the meeting we have spoken about the first few Posts on Instagram and we have 
worked on the wording: 

Wording for the open call: 

Open call to all LGBTQ+ creatives from South Wales 

We are looking for LGBTQ+ creatives (artist, illustrator, photographer, writer, singer, 
musician, film maker…) to form part of On Your face. 
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We will be showcasing your work through online presence through social media, our 
upcoming website, zine, podcast, interviews, online exhibitions and much more. 

  

Wording to Introduce On your face: 

On your face aims to bring the queer creatives from south Wales to your face, through the 
creation of a queer space to showcase the LGBTQ+ talents of the area. This will be done 
through, social media, our upcoming website, zine, podcast, interviews, online exhibitions 
and much more. 

If you are a queer creative you can also join us on our online community on Facebook: 

Follow us to keep updated! 

We decided that on our first post we would introduce On your face 

 Ellie created an  Image for the post and posted it during the meeting 

 

 

 

We decided to meet again on Wednesday 24th 
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Meeting 24th of February 

(Notes taken by Africa) 

Meeting’s Agenda 

1 set up basic website 

2 create image and caption for Instagram page 

3 Contacting organization on facebook and Instagram 

4 Following artist 

Think of hashtag 

Tasks to do for next week 

  

Set up basic website: 

We talked again about the different pages we should have at the start and agreed that: 

We should only be putting basic information 

And the pages would be: 

Main page: Open call and information about the project 

Artists page with all artists and a small bio with  a couple of sentences about their practice 

About page: With extended introduction to the project 

Contact: Link to facebook with explanation and e-mail 

  

  

·        We also talked about potentially creating different pages for different `types of 
creatives as we get more people to participate. We could have a section for graphic 
artist, one for fine artists, on for musicians and one for writers. 

For now we will only have one page called our creatives or creatives 
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2 create image and caption for Instagram page 

We talked about the content of the second post: 

Final wording for the second Post 

We are looking for queer creatives based in wales to be featured in our upcoming website 
with the future prospect to be showcased in our zine and be part of our podcast. 

DM us or email us at: onyourfacecollective@gmail.com with your expression of interest, 
your connection to Wales and a short statement explaining your creative practice and a link 
to your work. 

 Ellie created an image for the post and posted it during the meeting 

   

Think About hashtags. 

Africa has voiced a potential problematic with the hashtag #youngartist as potentially being 
exclusionary and suggested to come up with a series of hashtags that we can use every time 

We brainstormed hashtag that would identify and link us to  the audience we are looking 
for: LGBTQ+, queer and welsh people or people who live in Wales 

The list is: 

#onyourface #queercreatives #queerwriters #queerwales #welshqueers #lgbtqwales 
#queermusicians #queerpoets #queerartist #queerperformance #queerfilmmakers 

#LGBTQ #queerwales #welshartist #welshmusicians #welshwriters #welshfilmmakers 

  

  

3 Contacting organization on Facebook and Instagram 

We talked about contacting LGBTQ organizations in Wales to be promoting the group. 

We are questioning the idea that we might need to write a more personal email for certain 
organizations, showing knowledge and interest of what they do as we might be able to 
collaborate with some of them in the future. 

Africa will do some research to create a list to see which organizations are worth to write a 
more personal email rather than a general email, explaining what we are doing and asking 
then to share a post on Facebook or social media. 
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Some of the groups and organization that Africa is part of or groups that Africa has found 
lately 

Bi Swansea 

Carmarthen lgbt 

LGBTQ WALES 

LGBTQ= SOCIAL EVENTS South wales 

Cardigan lgbtq 

Carmarthen lgbtq 

Lgbtq cardiff 

  

  

4 Following artist 

We talked about following artist, whether we should follow only queer people or anybody. 
We decided to follow anybody, that the more people we follow, the more chances we reach 
aour audience. 

 *This changed later, as Africa started to only follow queer people and she felt as though as 
perhaps we should try to only follow queer people for now, as it felt the right thing to do 

  

Tasks to do for next week if Possible 

 Ellie is: 

- Going to write message for pages and groups 
- Engage with people on Instagram page 
- Select images and bio for herself 

Africa will: 

- Engage with people on Instagram page 
- Contact people to see if they want to participate 
- Research groups and pages 
- Start with the website 
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24th of February chat Online 

  

As we started to receive emails of Interest, Africa offered to email people back. Ellie 
suggested that we should write a standard Email to send to everybody. 

Africa wrote it and sent it to Ellie to review. 
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1st of March 

(Minutes taken by Africa) 

  

Agenda 

Prerequisites for being part of On your face? Quality of work, prerequisites on portfolio 

Contacting groups on Instagram, emailing uni. 

Answering email 

Keeping up with social media. Daily updates, maybe every couple of days? 

-        Sorting out content for next weeks: Example: Building website, looking for 
illustrator 

How to engage with more people? 

Website: Using a different platform, paying for it, finishing? 

Zine: content and structure? 

Africa is arranging internet today 

Review of podcast class 

What to do this week 

 

 

Prerequisites for being part of On your face? Quality of work, prerequisites on portfolio 

Do we need to have prerequisites for people to joining On your face. What if some people 
submit work and is not up to standards? We have talked about creating some guidelines 

Contacting groups on Instagram, emailing uni. 

Africa will be emailing organizations and universities to ask them to promote the work of On 
your face 

Answering email 

Africa is answering emails and Ellie is in charge of Instagram 
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Keeping up with social media. Daily updates, maybe every couple of days? 

-        Sorting out content for next weeks: Example: Building website, looking for 
illustrator 

How to engage with more people? 

We have talked about how to engage with more people but we didn’t get any conclusion. 
We need to engage with the community 

Website: Using a different platform, paying for it, finishing? 

Publishing a website with Cargo is 70 pounds a year  and the domain around 17.We talked 
about whether to use a cheaper website or whether to continue with cargo as it has got 
more flexibility with the designs, and you can create an unlimited amount of pages for the 
website. 

We decided to pay for the website and split costs, hoping that we will get our money back in 
the future and that we will find a way to make the project self-sufficient through funding or 
crowdfunding. 

Zine: content and structure?  

We talked about the potential content of the zine. Ellie was thinking about showing images 
of the works and artists statements. Africa suggested to have a look at art magazines and 
potentially focusing on topics each week 

Review of podcast class 

Africa attended an online queer podcast class 

Podcasters that lead the class: Mike Wooller, Shivani Dave, Alex Fuller and Suzi Ruffell 

Queer podcasts to look at 

C’mon come out, The log books podcast, like minded friends 

Topics in the class 

1. Finding your format 
In our case it would be an interview format 

2. What makes a good queer podcast. 

Doing a lot of research about the guests. Covering thar hard stuff and the easy stuff 

What makes a good queer podcast 

- Having a passion for the subject, research and knowledge 
- Passion and skill of the host 
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- Having an understanding of what the podcast is, what you are trying to 
archive 

- Having an identity as a podcast. Consistency for the audience 
- Releasing podcast weekly at the same day 
- Figure out what you want to say 
- Find out your niche 
- Interview format? Chose format 

 

 
3. Finding your voice 

 

4. Podcasting from home 
- Covering hard surfaces with blankets or cushions 
- Editing:  
- Shiveni Dave explained that their way of editing podcasts is to listen to the interview 

while they do something else and the next day, they write down what they can 
remember and that’s what they keep. 

- While recording: Keep an eye on the levels, double check that you are recording 
record with an USB mic 

- They also suggest having a microphone stand 
- To safe the recording in several sd cards 
- Record through quick time, both people record locally 
- Turn video off if you depend on band with for better sound 
- Put headphones on. 
- Record on the phone and on zoom at the same time. 

 

5. Interviews: 

As a directed conversation 

Start with a strict set of questions, do a pre-chat, to see what they want to talk about 
and what they don’t want to talk about, to know the boundaries of the guests. 

How: directed conversation, taking notes through the interview and ask later, to be 
in the moment having that conversation with that person. 

Do enough research. Very important 

Chit chat first, use the first 10 minutes to feel relaxed, also record from the start 

 

6. Finding your audience 
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- Social media, spread it through your friends. The idea to be consistent and finally you 
get an audience 

- Using hashtags, going to other podcasts, inviting other podcasters into yours 
- Telling friends to listen, getting people to rate and review the podcasts, 

crosspollination 
- Twitter 
- Bold simple and easy to read 
- Clear title 
- Description, use key facts for each episode 
- Engage: 
- Consistency is key, regularity in release 
- Engage in communities online by sharing……… 
- Length of the podcast: Remembering attention span of people.  

 

What to do this week 

Africa will carry on creating the website 

Ellie will post on Instagram. We will both review and talk about the text and content to 
share. 
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1st of March 
(Taken by Ellie) 

 

 

 

Points covered in todays meeting: 

• Saying a point about having an up to date cohesive Instagram profile on the email. 
• Add a how to apply section on the website. 
• Answer email submissions. 
• I will manage the Instagram side of the project and Africa will be managing the email side of 

the project and contacting organisations. 
• I will look for more pages to contact. 
• Post on Instagram to update followers for example: we are building a website post, we are 

looking for a graphic designer post, post news etc.. 
• Pay monthly for Cargo website. 
• Look at Cargo site and make notes to confirm with Africa. 
• Look into structure of art magazines for references to zine. Look at including news etc.. 
• Listen to some art podcasts. 
• Write list of Instagram post ideas. Put on Teams chat. 
• Write post for Friday to say keep an eye out for our post next week introducing our 

organisers. Include tagged names. 
• Send artist statement, bio and images to africa.olle@gmail.com. 
• Look at creative colleges around Wales. 

 

Notes on website: 

• Capital letters for tab names. 
• On the home page, could the text be worded: ‘This will be done through our website, social 

media, zine, podcast and interviews.’ 
• Contact Us page: add Instagram link and Facebook page link. 
• About page: No space between the slash and collective. Change South Wales to just Wales. 

Change the end of that first paragraph to match the one on the home page. Change ‘creative 
queer’ to ‘queer creative.’ I edited some punctuation and slight word changes on the About 
page. 

• On the Our Creatives page, should each label of creatives have a capital letter? 
• How comes I can see two Africa Olle pages? 
• Do we need to delete that ‘info’ page? 

 

Instagram post ideas: 

• Sharing news articles. 
• Looking for graphic designer for logo.  
• Update on website. 
• Sharing our creatives work. 
• Share stories. 
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Today we could post an image like the one above with the caption: 

 

Hi everyone, 

 

Just to give you an update, we are currently working on the final touches of our website and we’ll be 
posting the link as soon as it’s accessible. We have received expressions of interest from some 
amazing creatives so far, keep them coming in! You can do this by sending us a DM or emailing us 
at: onyourfacecollective@gmail.com with your expression of interest, your connection to Wales and 
a short statement explaining your creative practice and a link to your work. 

#onyourface#queercreatives#queerwriters#queerwales#welsh#queer#lgbtq#lgbtqwales#queerartist
s#queerfilmmakers#queerperformers#lgbtqmusicians#lgbtqperformers#lgbtqartists#swansea#finear
t#art#cardiff#camarthenshire#queerwales#welshartists#welshmusicians#welshwriters#welshfilmma
kers 
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8th of March 
(Minutes Taken by Ellie) 

 

In this weeks meeting we have: 

 

• Discussed what we have looked at in the past week 
• Africa has messaged artists that she feel may be interested in participating  
• Africa has replied to emails of people showing interest  
• Updated the website 
• Africa has wrote some ideas for future posts: 
• Looking for LGBTQ+ Musicians, graphic designers, illustrators, artists, film-makers, writers… 

who are from Wales or based in Wales 
• Would you like to your work to be showcased on On your face? 

Dm us or Email us at: onyourfacecollective@gmail.com with your expression of interest, your 
connection to Wales, a short statement explaining your creative practice and a link to your work. 

• Next week we will be spending time arranging the notes and documents 
• Africa has found a grant that we could apply for - https://arts.wales/funding/get-

started/organisations/connect-and-flourish 
• Today I will post my introduction to our social media including: 3 photos of my work with 

artist statement  
• Africa will be doing the same on Wednesday 
• Friday we will post a row of 3 photos to say that next week we will be introducing our new 

artists 
• Next Monday we will be posting 3 posts introducing Efa 
• Next Wednesday we will be doing the same with Adam 
• On Friday we will post a story to say that our website is live 

 

Post for Friday: 

We have had some great submissions so far. Keep an eye on our social media as next week we will 
begin to introduce some of our creatives. 

 

Work on this week: 

• Create posts for Fridays Instagram  
• Today post introduction to myself 
• Send Africa big crit powerpoint to begin thinking about podcast  
• On Wednesday meet up to confirm website before it goes live 
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8TH of March 

(Taken by Africa) 

Agenda 8th of March 

- Talking about what we have done the past week 
- How to reply to people who are not being professional over email? 
- Ideas for posts: 
- Introducing conflict/ feedback strategies: to make sure there is no conflict and that we are 

all happy. Questions like: Are you feeling heard? Are you happy with the process? Is there 
anything that it is not working? Do we need to change any strategy? How are you feeling 
about it all? How are you feeling about the workload? How are you feeling about the work 
distribution? Is there anything that need changing? 

- Next week off to sort out notes and documents for commune module 
- Sorting out next week posts and this weeks’ 
- Grant 
- Guidelines.  
- 8 this week 
- How do we envision  
- Talk art podcast (Listen to 

 

  

Talking about what we have done the past week 
How to reply to people who are not being professional over email? 
Africa is concern about people who are not showing interest in a professional manner. She is 
wondering what the best option is for replying to people like this. 
We have agreed to send the original post requesting the details to people who are not sending 
the information that we require. 

 

Ideas for posts:  
Africa has thought of a couple of ideas for future posts on Instagram 

-Looking for LGBTQ+ Musicians, graphic designers, illustrators, artists, film-makers, writers… 
who are from Wales or based in Wales 
-Would you like to your work to be showcased on On your face? 
Dm us or Email us at: onyourfacecollective@gmail.com with your expression of interest, 
your connection to Wales, a short statement explaining your creative practice and a link to 
your work. 
 

Introducing conflict/ feedback strategies: to make sure there is no conflict and that we are all 
happy. Questions like: Are you feeling heard? Are you happy with the process? Is there 
anything that it is not working? Do we need to change any strategy? How are you feeling 
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about it all? How are you feeling about the workload? How are you feeling about the work 
distribution? Is there anything that need changing? 
Africa wanted to make sure that we were both happy and that we were satisfied with the way 
that the project is going. She was also worried about herself not listening enough. She wanted to 
make sure that Ellie was feeling heard 
 
1. Next week off to sort out notes and documents for commune module 

Next week we are starting to showcase artists but we are taking the week of to sort out the 
information for this module and to sort out the meetings notes. 
 

2. Sorting out next week posts and this weeks 
We talked about posting about the website being live and an introductory post to next 
week.  
 

3. Grant.  
Africa is going to message Sian Addicot for advice on how to approach organizations as an 
unknown artist. 
 

4. Guidelines.  
We talked about potentially create some guidelines or values for the project to make sure 
we showcase work that is not ableist, sexist, ageist or that discriminates against others. 
Guidelines and values that reflect the aims of the project. 
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10th of March Online Conversation 

 
We have finalized details about the posts 

Claudia has shown interest in participating in On your face and being part of the core group. She 
ticks the requisits of being LGBTQ+ and BAME. She is a great asset as she has a degree in translation, 
being proficient and grammar and writing and is very knowledgeable about art and music. 

Ellie and Africa agree that it would be great to have more people on board. 

 

We talked about changing the post and dedicating one post to Claudia, one post to the website 
being live and one post to introduce an update on next week as we are starting to showcase creative 
on Instagram. 

 

Africa Is finishing the website on Thursday and purchasing a domain an will have everything ready 
for Friday 
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23rd of March  
(Minutes taken by Africa) 

Summary 

Division of Roles 

What do we want to do next 

Zine 

Future 

 

Division of Roles 

We have talked about Ellie taking responsibility over Instagram. Africa doesn’t want to engage with 
it. Africa is happy to share stories to spread events but does not want to do posts. 

Ellie is going to have the full responsibility and ownership from posting on Instagram. This means she 
will be posting the work of the artists on On your face. We have also agreed to post promotional 
post every so often, reminding people to join in and spreading the word. 

Claudia can support Elli on the Instagram if she needs help or wants somebody to edit or look over a 
text. 

Africa will carry on emailing artists, replying emails, and uploading their work on the website. 

Claudia will be emailing organization and groups on Facebook from now an on. Africa might still do 
some of the emailing, but Claudia will take most of the weight of the emailing and asking 
organizations to promote us. As stated, before Claudia will also support Ellie when she needs help 
with content with Instagram. 

 

What do we want to do next 

We have talk about deadlines and work and we both agree that we need some time to do work for 
the other module, we might try to do the zine in two weeks but we will review then to see if we have 
enough time and energy to do it. 

We know we want to do the Podcast, but we might leave it after we finish university. We will review 
whether we want to do the podcast before the academic year ends in 4 weeks 

Zine 

We have talk in depth about how much time we need and what work would entitle to create the 
zine. We have talk about creating a theme for the zine, for example Queer and nature. 

Future 

Africa has talked about potential funding through the arts council with the support of the Glyn Vivian 
and the potential to create an art event with the funding. 

Africa has talked about the Glyn Vivian being happy in principle to support our application. 
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Podcast Class 

I have attended an online class by A class to learn more about podcasting. I really liked the idea of a 
class directed to people who wants to create podcasts to make queer voices heard. 

As I have been contemplating the idea to create a podcast for On your face, I have been researching 
the technicalities of it as well as how to create content and engage with the audience. I came across 
this free online class for queer people on Instagram and I joined the event on Zoom. 

 

 

Podcasters that lead the class: Mike Wooller, Shivani Dave, Alex Fuller and Suzi Ruffell 

Queer podcasts to look at 

C’mon come out, The log books podcast, like minded friends 

Topics in the class 

7. Finding your format 
In our case it would be an interview format 

8. What makes a good queer podcast. 

Doing a lot of research about the guests. Covering thar hard stuff and the easy stuff 

What makes a good queer podcast 

- Having a passion for the subject, research and knowledge 
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- Passion and skill of the host 
- Having an understanding of what the podcast is, what you are trying to 

archive 
- Having an identity as a podcast. Consistency for the audience 
- Releasing podcast weekly at the same day 
- Figure out what you want to say 
- Find out your niche 
- Interview format? Chose format 
-  

9. Finding your voice 

 

10. Podcasting from home 
- Covering hard surfaces with blankets or cushions 
- Editing:  
- Shiveni Dave explained that their way of editing podcasts is to listen to the interview 

while they do something else and the next day they write down what they can 
remember and that’s what they keep. 

- While recording: Keep an eye on the levels, double check that you are recording 
record with an usb mic 

- They also suggest to have a microphone stand 
- To safe the recording in several sd cards 
- Record through quick time, both people record locally 
- Turn video off, if you depend on bandwith for better sound 
- Put headphones on. 
- Record on the phone and on zoom at the same time. 

 

11. Interviews: 

As a directed conversation 

Start with a strict set of questions, do a pre-chat, to see what they want to talk about 
and what they don’t want to talk about, to know the boundaries of the guests. 

 

How: directed conversation, taking notes through the interview and ask later, to be 
in the moment having that conversation with that person. 

 

Do enough research. Very important 

Chit chat first, use the first 10 minutes to feel relaxed, also record from the start 
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12. Finding your audience 

- Social media, spread it through your friends. The idea to be consistent and finally you 
get an audience 

- Using hashtags, going to other podcasts, inviting other podcasters into yours 
- Telling friends to listen, getting people to rate and review the podcasts, 

crosspollination 
- Twitter 
- Bold simple and easy to read 
- Clear title 
- Description, use key facts for each episode 
- Engage: 
- Consistency is key, regularity in release 
- Engage in online communities 
- Length of the podcast: Remembering attention span of people.  
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The future 
 

Social practice and social change are two pillars of my personal and artistic practice. 

The ways in which I see myself using my skills and knowledge through those two pillars are: 

Workshops, teaching, creating events and creating content (that could be through writing and 
podcast) 

 

Workshops 

Art has been very beneficial to me in terms of finding focus, improving mental health, finding 
connections between my personal struggles and the bigger picture. 

I would like to teach children and teenagers my way of experiencing and producing art. 

In my practice I use personal experiences to enquire about the world. I investigate how my personal 
experiences are link to bigger topics like social hierarchies, sexism, ableism, ageism, homophobia…. 

I believe a workshop encouraging children/ teenagers to look at their struggles will encourage them 
to have critical thinking, as well as empathy and willingness to create change. The idea would be to 
ask them to enquire about what makes them sad, what makes them angry and then take those 
things to not only create art but to investigate those issues to see where they come from in terms of 
societal structures. 

An example of how a teenager might engage with this would be: 

I feel angry because I can’t do what I want, my parents don’t give me freedom to go with my friends 
when I want. 

With this topic we could explore topics of oppression and control in society 

Enquiring about why through the use of empathy 

We could think about the parents being scared about the teenager getting into trouble 

That could relate to lack of trust, not only to the teenager but to the world 

We could enquire about those feelings using Non-Violent communication skills with the basic 
questions of How do I feel, what is making me feel like this, what do I need 

The teenager could say, I feel angry because I can’t go out, I want freedom 

Then we could enquire, what is the meaning of freedom, who does have freedom, who doesn’t? 

We could explore issues from slavery, to the capitalist world in which we entangle ourselves with 9 
to 5 jobs, we could explore the lack of freedom of elders through infantilization of elderly people 
from society, the lack of Freedom of Black people because of institutionalised racism and racism 
through society… 

This could turn into the question of  - How can one find freedom in a world where freedom is 
lacking? How can we find freedom through art? How can we express these things we have inside 
through art practice? How can art help us to find a voice and actually change things within the world 
and within our personal situation? 
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Through this series of questions and encouraging teenagers to research into the topics themselves, 
the students can then create a piece that reflects their topic of enquiry, in this case it would be 
freedom. 

In this hypothetical case, the student might want to explore lack of freedom, how does lack of 
freedom express through the body, through society, through the psyche. 

The student will be encouraged to chose one or more mediums to express those thoughts and 
feelings. This could be expressed through painting, performance, a poem, an installation... 

 

Through the workshop we would be looking at different examples of different artist who use various 
mediums. 

From Louise Borgeous Installations, sculptures, and paintings to Cassils performances, Juliana 
Huxtable’s paintings and music. 

The idea would be to showcase a great diversity of artists of different backgrounds, sexualities, 
ethnicities, bringing together a portfolio showcasing works that explore different topics through 
different issues and visions allowing the student to think beyond the literal and to think beyond 
painting and beyond what we think art is. 

Artistic practice can enhance personal growth. We can use art to understand ourselves and the 
world better and to find solutions. 

At the moment I am quite busy with On your face but this is a project/ workshop for schools that I 
have been thinking about for the last couple of years. I am aiming to create a proposal when time 
allows and to contact some high schools to see if they would be interested in it. I am not quite sure 
how to go about it yet. I know in the past there was opportunities through the university for some 
funding to do workshops with some schools in Swansea but I haven’t heard anything about it since 
Covid 19 started. 

I will further look into this in the future. 

 

Teaching 

One of the reasons to do the masters is because I would like to teach in University. I have found that 
there are still lecturers who are not very inclusive in terms of representation. I have felt so frustrated 
over the years every time I had a full cis white male lecture, that an interest in teaching has grown 
into me. 

I think the contrast between lecturers who are feminist and use intersectional feminism as a way to 
teach a variety of subjects is much more engaging than a lecturer who focuses on the cis white male 
narratives. 

I personally have felt so inspired by some lecturers who applied intersectional feminism within their 
lectures that I felt I didn’t and couldn’t engage with other lectures that didn’t follow those 
parameters or ethos. Why should we conform with biased lectures and lecturers when we can have 
inclusive decolonized one’s? I would like to be part of that change. I would love to teach art in its all 
grandiosity, beyond the white masters. To show the amazing artists that are out there that we don’t 
see because they are put aside. To teach art through the understanding of history and the world we 
live in. 
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Creating events 

Organizing events and creating opportunities for others is something I feel very passionate about. 
This shows through the project On your face, there is nothing that makes me happier than helping 
other people to have their voices heard, specially those who like me, are in the margins. 

Events for queer people, women, elders, refugees, BAME… People who needed the most, who are 
craving for contact and community. 

I want this to be a part of my life because organizing events to bring people together creates change, 
organizing events to put people on the spot forces the master narratives to change. 

 

Creating content. 

Very link to creating events, for me creating content is a way to give other people a platform. I think 
of magazines, zines, podcasts, books as a way to create an archive and showcase other people 
perspectives, lives and art. 

As well as creating those types of content for others, I also very much enjoy writing myself. I love 
researching and writing and if there is something, I can bring into life that will open people up to 
other possibilities, other visions and to more critical thinking, I would like to make it happen. 

I know there are many voices out there and as a cis white person, there are enough narratives 
coming from cis white people so I am not so sure I can write something that will be useful, 
something that will bring different perspectives together. I would like to carry on writing and maybe 
one day I will write something worth to be published, something worth to be read. 
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External correspondence 
I have emailed artist who I know are based in Wales and who are queer. 

Last year I went into the activist week and attended a talk by Fox Irving and I met a few creative 
queer people whom I have emailed. 

I emailed Kelly Grinter to ask for On your face to be promoted across the universities and attached 
the information on the email. 

Through the promotion of On your face on Instagram and through university we got a few people 
interested on the first month. 

 

 

Claudia Rubio Sasaki showed interest in being on of the core members as stated before so we have 
been keeping communication to decided in which tasks and roles she could take on. 

Ellie and I have been having weekly meetings to make joined decisions from January to the end of 
March. Those meetings are recorded on the meetings notes. 

From the end of March we have been keeping the conversation going more informally through 
messaging to make small decisions. This hasn’t been included in the notes. 

As I have been taking the role of replying emails, as well as promoting through contacting people 
and organizations and discovered that in fact it is not my forte to email people. Whilst I can do a 
good job of it, I don’t enjoy it and it takes me far too much time, Claudia has offered to take on the 
PR from now. I will only be in charge of replying emails related to applicants, Claudia will be in 
charge of contacting organizations and Ellie will carry on with social media. 

I have also contacted Sian Addicot in regards my doubts about contacting the Glyn Vivian and GS 
galleries as a student or as somebody who is not known as an artist. This was due to the need of 
finding an organization to collaborate with to apply for the Connect and flourish funding when the 
applications open next time. 

Sian has put me in contact with them and they said that in principal they are happy to support the 
application if it doesn’t clash with their other funding applications. 
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Sian has also offered us to give a talk this year in the activist week which we have accepted. They will 
pay us a £150 pound fee which will cover all the costs of the website this year (hosting and domain) 
which was around 90 pounds. We are thinking of using the extra money to print posters to put up 
around venues in Wales. 

As Claudia has only joined On your face she doesn’t feel as though as she should be giving the talk. 
Ellie is also not available on the 30th and doesn’t like the idea of giving the talk by herself. Whilst we 
have considered doing a joined talk, because of the length of the talk which we have been as to do a 
20 minutes, and because Ellie will not be available, I will be giving the talk. I have written it and I will 
be sending it to Claudia and Ellie to see if there is anything they want to add. I have spoken to them 
both to gather what they think we should talk about, and finally written it. A transcript of the talk 
can be found on the annex of the document. 

I have also emailed a lecturer from the Illustration department to ask for students who might want 
to collaborate to create a logo for On your face, I had no response. 

I contacted a student from my class who has got friends in Illustration and ask them to spread the 
word and I gave them the information but nobody contacted us so far. 

Together with Claudia we went through all the organizations and projects in Wales that she is going 
to email to ask them to promote us. We created a list of organizations that we want them to 
promote us and a list of organizations that as well as promoting us we might want to collaborate 
with. 

The organizations we want to collaborate with we will be contacting with a more personalized email 
in which we will show interested and understanding of what they do and show interest in the 
possibility of doing something together in the future. 

SPREAD COLLABORATE 
uswlgbtsoc lgbtpridecymru 
transaidcymru glittercymru 
vivalgbtplus queerclub_uk 
__shareyourstories__ transcreativeuk 
stonewallcymru queerlittlefamily 

*ask if they wanna join 
queerresistance_ glittersisint 
welsh.art mythsntits 
celfcymruarts aberrationcymru 
queercymru 

 

irisprize 
 

genderswap_ 
 

newportlgbtqyouth 
 

lgbtqymru 
 

balaclava.q 
 

Llanelli LGBTQ Plus FB + IG 
 

Bangor.lgbt FB + IG 
 

West Wales lgbtq+ FB 
 

support_lgbtq_businesses IG 
 

Swansea uni lgbtq+ society FB 
 

Bi Swansea FB 
 

Carmarthen Lgbtq+ 
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Uwtsd lgbtq 
 

Lgbtq youth Wales and west England 
 

Cardigan lgbtq 
 

Lgbtq Wales 
 

Lgbtq Cardiff 
 

 

 

I have also attended an event for queer creatives led by a theatre welsh student, based in London. 
The event was online and promoted through Volcano theatre in Swansea. The artist was Gabe 
Reynolds and there was other artists who participated too, thus making the event a perfect 
networking opportunity and connect with other queer creatives. 

 

I have also attended A Talk by Glen Stoker & Rachel Dobbs organized by GS Artists where we got 
introduced to A-N (Artists information company) and their project Make change project.  

This organization and project might be interesting to approach and collaborate with. 

In addition during the talk, Helena Turgel introduced Wales cultural allowance project and gave us 
emails to contact them too. This might also be a good organization to partner with. 
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Annex 

 

Talk for the activist week 

 

Hi, First of all I wanted to thank Sian and UWTSD for this opportunity. It’s just great to get to 
speak in an event like this.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 My name is Africa Olle and I am one of the creators and core members of  

on your face collective along with Ellie Day and our latest addition Claudia Rubio Sasaki. 
Today I am here to introduce the project so I will be explaining what it is, where the idea 
came from and where we are at. 

 

----------------------------------------------- 

On your face is a queer platform/collective aiming to bring the queer creatives from Wales 
to the forefront, or as the name states to your face, through the creation of an online queer 
space to showcase the LGBTQ+ musicians, designers, writers, artists and photographers 
based in Wales or from Wales. This is currently done through the website and social media. 

 

------------------------------------- 

The original idea for this project was to have a physical space in Swansea and it was going to 
be aimed at LGBTQ+ creatives from South Wales rather than Wales. Of course, with covid it 
didn’t make much sense to create a physical space for now, so we decided to focus on an 
online platform with the idea of organising physical events in the future. We started to run 
the project this January and having experienced the pandemic for almost a year and 
realizing not only the limitations of the situation but also the opportunities and the needs 
that have emerged from Covid, we realized that we don’t have to bound ourselves to South 
Wales, so we decided to aim the collective at all of Wales instead.  

 

We knew that even though not everybody has access to the internet or computers, those 
who have are probably used to engaging in online events due to the pandemic. That makes 
it the perfect moment in time to start a project like this, especially because it is at times like 
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these when we need community the most and when we are actively looking/wanting to 
connect somehow.   

We decided to look at the situation as an opportunity to lay the bases of the project through 
online means with the idea that one day in a post covid era we would be able to create 
physical events and reach those who were unable to join because of technological and or 
economic barriers. 

 

 

Using Intersectional feminism to create a project 

 

The foundations of a project. The people who run it 

Right now, the team and core group are formed by myself, Ellie Day and Claudia 
Rubio Sasaki. Our aim is for the team to have a representative of each community 
within the queer community so we would have a representative of the lesbian 
community, gay, bisexual, trans, and queer. 
As we are looking for core members another requirement we set ourselves to fulfil is 
that we want the team to be very diverse thus we want more than half of the team 
to be queer people of colour and we want more women, trans and nonbinary people 
than men. 
We are also looking for a minimum of two queer disabled people. 
 
These requirements we have set ourselves to achieve we believe are the key for an 
inclusive project and inclusive events. A way to counteract the system we live in and 
create spaces and projects with the ethos we want to see in the world. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Manifesto. Guidelines. 

After some of the submissions we received, we realized the need for guidelines in order to 
promote artists and works that not only represent the queer community but also comply 
with intersectional feminist values. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

We want to make sure that we don’t promote works that are sexist, racist, ageist, ableist or 
discriminatory against any sector of the lgbtq+ Community or society and that the works are 
not created through cis white supremacist patriarchal lenses. We want creatives to question 
their works understanding how art has a great influence in the ways in which people see the 
world. We want to spread work that is not only beneficial to the queer community but also 
to society. 
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When I am referring to art,  I am also referring to music and everything that is encapsulated 
within creative practice. 

So this is one of our many next steps 

 

 

The future 

 

In the next few months we have planned to contact a series of organizations which we will 
be asking to collaborate with us and to help spread the word. We will also be starting our 
new podcast where we will interview queer artists and we are also planning to create a zine 
(zin). 

Lately, we have been looking into funding and one of the grants we are currently looking at 
is Flourish and connect by the arts council of Wales. 

 

Flourish and connect is a grant for projects that are artist led, participant focused that 
engage and connect to the public. They are looking to fund initiatives that aim to create 
change and counteract discrimination. Making the project On your face the perfect 
candidate. 

Once the applications open at the end of the year we will be applying for it but we are also 
looking into other grants and alternative funding like crowdfunding. 

With the funding we want to create yearly queer art festivals and regular events for the 
queer community. 

 

Having an inclusive team, each member would ensure not only to find artists whose 
intersections of identities they represent, but also to create specific events for those groups, 
as well as supporting other projects run by the other members, guaranteeing inclusivity in 
all the events we create. 

Some ideas for events are:  

Queer Women, non binary and trans people arts festival 

Queer people of colour arts festival 

And more specific events covering other identities and specific practices. For example, a 
queer music festival or queer writing workshops… 

We are hoping through the creation of these events will be paying the salaries of the core 
members, as well as creating a lot of jobs for all those queer artists who we are showcasing 
and whom we will represent. 
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--------------------------------------------------- 

 

Our creatives 
  
The creatives we have so far, range from film makers, performers, graphic designers, 
photographers, writers, fine artists and students from different creative courses. 
Just to introduce a couple of them, who have already submitted their portfolio we have: 
 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Efa Blosse-Mason 
 
 
An animator and filmmaker from Cardiff.  
 
Known for her short film called ‘Earthly Delights’ which won her The Royal Television Society 
award for best student animation in 2019. ‘ 
She is also the winner of the Ffilm Cymru Wales’ Beacons funding scheme with which she 
made ‘Cwch Deilen/Leaf Boat’, a Welsh language film about a lesbian couple and the 
anxieties of falling in love 
 
Just to quote one of my favourite scenes in this film 
One of the characters says to the other: 
‘What is really bothering you?’ 
to what she replies ‘I am worried that you will get tired of me and leave me in an unfamiliar 
place, and I’ll lose myself again’ 
 
Efas works are so layered, queer but not always and certainly feminist… I totally recommend 
looking at her work 
 
------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Oberon White 
 
They are a Welsh multidisciplinary performance artist, music maker, cultural worker, 
cabaret performer and host born in Newport and who grew up in Cwmbra. Their work has 
been shown in the UK and internationally. 
Their most recent feature-length solo performance winegod was developed with the 
support of Arts Council England, Roundhouse & The Glory and 
 was presented to audiences across the UK 
 
 
Right now is mostly Artist from South Wales but as we start to focus on PR we are hoping to 
get artists from all over Wales 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
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Before we finish, I would like introduce myself as a way to contextualize where the idea for 
On your face collective came from, which I think will be relatable to those here who identify 
as queer. The need for a space and community. 

As most of you can tell by my accent I am not from Wales or the UK. I am originally from 
Lleida which is a city in Catalunya and I have lived in the UK for the past 8 years. 

Growing up in Lleida I didn’t see many queer people, in fact I have no recollection of seeing 
anybody from the LGBTQ+ community in Lleida until a few years ago when I went to visit my 
family and I saw two women holding hands in public. This was almost a shock. I was like I 
have never seen this before in this context! 

 

I also lived in Barcelona when I was 19 for about three years. It was a revelation to see so 
many queer people and to have so many pubs, cafes, queer events. It was brilliant. For the 
first time I felt at home as a queer person. 

Then I moved to the uk and finally settled in Wales after moving around and to my 
disappointment I realized that there was no queer scene, at least in South Wales. 

 

I remember a few years ago going to Swansea all excited to go to a queer club (which is now 
Elysium bar) to find out that they were doing their closing party and I was gutted. Luckily a 
nice project has taken over but It is not a queer space, since that day I did go to a queer 
event in Carmarthen In the parrot pub and it was brilliant but that was it. There have 
probably been more queer events around the area, but not a consistent event, or space and 
I think the consistency aspect is very important in order to build a community. 

For the 7/ 8 years that I have lived in the UK I’ve been longing for a queer space, for queer 
people, for a community…  

And I know I don’t need to explain why we created this because I think we are all longing for 
community and a space to meet other queer folks but we don’t talk about it enough and we 
don’t do things to make it happen because it seems like an unattainable task for some of us 
to create spaces, events, collectives. It seems an unattainable task for me too. 

 

We are only at the start and just to think of the prospect of what this might become and you 
know it’s scary and exciting too but, I am doing so much admin and I hate admin, looking 
into funding sending emails. It is not my cup of tea, it gives me full on anxiety but then I look 
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into the artists who showed interest and their work and I feel so happy. I remember every 
time I have seen a queer artists giving a talk, every time I have meet a queer creative and 
have seen their work… and how happy I felt. I felt as though I connected to that person, as 
well as connecting to myself more deeply as if a little part of myself was missing and 
through that meeting or through seeing their work and finding about them made me more 
complete. 

Slides back on 

The importance for our stories to be told, to see ourselves represented, it is incalculable. 
From decades of oppression and suppressed stories, our identities erased or shamed upon. 
We have come a long way thanks to all those queer people who fought for equality but we 
are yet to retrieve many of those stories, at the same time we have to make sure the 
current ones are written down, painted, enacted. We must take the space and make sure 
we are the ones to tell our stories. No more distorted interpretations of our experiences 
written by the other. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

It is the momentum in which more queer stories are coming up on the screens, these time 
stories written by us. From The watermelon woman by Cheryl Dunye (1996) to Portrait of a 
Lady on fire by Celine Sciamma in 2019, or more recently the podcast The Logbooks by Tash 
Walker, Adam Zmith and Shivani Dave ………… and the many more in between and after. 

We must make sure we are seen, we are heard and that we continue the work that the 
queer community have been doing for centuries. 

 

 From the subtleties of counteracting master narratives by just being oneself, allowing 
oneself to experience the love and attraction one feels to defying laws that put queer 
people in prison for just existing out of the paradigm of heterosexuality. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

I also want to acknowledge that even though in the UK we, queer people are free to be,  to 
love, to exist and express ourselves, there are still over 70 countries where being 
homosexual is illegal, corrective rapes are still happening across the world, conversion 
therapies are still legal in the UK and it was only in 2019 when the International Statistical 
Classification of Diseases- changed the status of transgender people so transgender would 
not constitute a mental disorder but instead would go under the category of sexual health. 
Let’s not forget that it was only in 2003 that section 28, a law that prohibited the 
"promotion of homosexuality" was ended. 

 
 

 This was not that long ago 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

To finish on a happy note and to help us think of what the future could look like, especially 
for us queer people of Wales. 

I wanted to talk about Gertrude Stein, for those who have read the autobiography of Alice B 
Toklas and for those who will go and get a copy after the activist week finishes. In her book 
Toklas describes her life together with Gertrude stein in 27 rue de Fleurus in Paris, 
organizing parties with artists and writers. I used to imagine how wonderful this would be 
with queer artists. And then last year I discovered the story of Natalie Clifford-Barney who 
created a literary salon for lesbian women, a space to discuss literature, art and music.  

 

The people before us who created spaces like these like Clifford Barney who did it in the 19th 
century are an inspiration and a trigger of thought for how things could be. 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

So let us imagine 

 

 

What would it be like if we had parties or events in which queer creatives got together, 
imagine the work we would end up producing out of those encounters, the feeling, the 
excitement, the fullness of that possibility? How much would we change, what would we 
become if we had such spaces? What collaborations might occur? 

Now it’s our turn. Let’s make it happen. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

www.onyourfacecollective.org 

@onyourfacecollective 

LGBTQ+ creatives Wales 

How can you help? 

Follow us on Social media and tell your queer friends about us. 
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PowerPoint slides for the talk 

 

 

 

 


