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Introduction:
During this report, the aim is to successfully evaluate various sources of revenue for public services or policing at a national, regional, and local level and to consider the implications of year-on-year reductions. The report will include a critical analysis of a public sector organisation’s financial plans and will assess a commensurate course of action, which will include the use of performance measurement and management systems as a tool for effective problem solving and decision making. 
It is vital for the Government to raise money through taxation to be able to spend the money on certain priorities and to fund essential public services such as armed forces, police, schools, and the NHS. For example, taxes may apply to certain people or businesses, or tax will be added to the price of goods and the services we purchase. Parliament will focus closely on what the Government’s spending and tax plans on the publics' behalf to make sure it is getting spent efficiently and fairly. (UK Parliament. 2022) Government spending is financed through two sources, tax collection (direct tax and indirect tax) and government borrowing (borrowing from its own citizens or from foreigners) Public spending qualifies governments to generate goods and services or to buy goods and services that are required to fulfil the governments social and economic objectives. Since the 20th century, governments all over the world have been spending more money on healthcare, education, and social protection, resulting in an increase of public spending. (CFI. 2015) 
What is the purpose of government spending? The government will spend money for a number of reasons, for instance, to be able to provide goods and services that the private sector would fail to do, to attain supply-side developments in macro-economy, for instance, spending on education, to lessen the negative effects of externalities (a consequence of an industrial or commercial enterprise which affects other parties), such as pollution control and to assist redistribute income and achieve more equity. Local Government is incredibly important in terms of administration spending. For instance, spending money on the NHS and on education are administered locally, through local authorities. 75% of all public spending is by central government, while 25% is local. (Economics Online. 2020) 
Central Government and Local Government have different responsibilities, for instance, the central government's responsibilities are, making and renewing UK laws, country's security, state benefits (unemployment benefits, tax credits, and state pension), and the responsibility of the National Health Service. On the other hand, local governments oversee social services, education, roads, and transport, protecting the public, economic development, libraries, etc... (Rother District Council. 2022)
During 2008-2009, the UK suffered a budgetary crisis which later led to a global recession. As a result, the UK suffered a severe downturn, hundreds of thousands of businesses were forced to shut down and more than a million individuals lost their jobs over that period. So why did it happen? The global financial crash of 2008 was the greatest jolt to the global financial system in just about a century – it drove the world's banking system towards the edge of collapse. During September 2008, within a few weeks, Lehman Brothers, one of the world's biggest financial institutions went bankrupt. 90Billion was erased off the value of Britain’s biggest companies in a day. (Martin Daunton. 2021) There were a number of consequences because of the 2008 financial crisis, the most noticeable one was an increase in unemployment in many countries. The crisis had a huge effect on unemployment for most countries around the world, leading to a double of unemployment rates in certain countries, and to a real decrease in the availability of jobs. The crisis also effected youth-unemployment, which although already rather high before the crisis. (Orsholits. D. 2014) To this day some people are still recovering from the 2008 crisis, by the first quarter of 2009, the UK economy took five years to recover, and to get back to the size before the crisis. According to the Office for National Statistics, the UK economy is now 11% bigger than before the crisis. (Office for National Statistics. 2018)
Main Body:
This report will now move onto the main objectives, the report will explain and analyse the impact of COVID-19, it will focus on the rise in public borrowing by the UK government and the impact it has had on the police. It will also add the impact of Austerity, fewer police officers, crime issues and pressures created by lack of government funding. Lastly, 
Objective one: Impact of the Coronavirus Pandemic.
The coronavirus disease, also known as Covid-19, is an infectious disease that came about in 2019. As a cause of Covid-19, a large number of people across the world have lost their jobs or seen their income cut. Unemployment rates have massively increased across major economies. The coronavirus pandemic has impacted the economy in a variety of ways. Lockdown restrictions forcing to shut down businesses to limits on mobility and the economic impact has been server. Over the course of the first lockdown, the UK’s gross domestic product was 25% lower in April 2020 than it was only two months earlier in February. Over the spring and summer of 2020, the economic activity picked back up, but unfortunately because of the opening of the economy this caused a rise in coronavirus cases forcing further lockdowns and restrictions, resulting in economic activity falling again. Obviously still having an enormous impact on a number of people, the decline, however, was not as server as the first lockdown. People and businesses over the last year were able to adapt to the current situations. (Keep, M. 2021) As a result of the pandemic, governments and central banks had to introduce polices designed to reduce some of the negative economic impacts. A number of polices have been announced in the UK by the Government and the Bank of England to assist businesses and workers. These measures that were put in place are there for support, help keep businesses afloat, and aid as many as people as possible during these times of uncertainty. Schemes, such as, direct grants for hospitality and leisure businesses, local authority discretionary grants for other businesses, theatre and museum funding, statutory sick pay funding, eat out to help out scheme, restart grants for businesses, apprenticeship grants and kickstart jobs scheme for young people etc... (BDO United Kingdom. 2022)
As a result of the Covid-19, this has resulted in a prominent level of public spending. According to UK Parliament, current estimates due to the cost of government measures announced so far range from £315-£410 billion. According to official figures, spending during 2020/2021 was around £167 billion higher than originally planned before the pandemic that year. The majority of this extra money was spent on public services, for example, NHS, support for businesses, and support for the people. A few of the largest schemes cover the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, also known as the Furlough Scheme and NHS track and trace. All public spending is in the end paid for by taxes and other government income, but since the pandemic, the amounts raised by these, fell. The Government rationalised for this shortfall by enlarging borrowing to £323 billion during 2020/2021. Although the cost of borrowing is at an all-time low, this does not pose an instant problem, but this does not take away from the fact that it does still leave the public finances vulnerable. Although it is said that most spending directly related to Covid-19 is expected to come to an end during 2022, this pandemic will have long-lasting effects and may cause pressures to public spending in the future. (UK Parliament. 2021)
The coronavirus pandemic took a huge toll on a number of people, businesses, and public services. At a time of total uncertainty, the public took to the police to keep services running and to keep things in order. Taking it upon themselves to step in when many could not or simply did not want to, the police took instant action to keep the public safe, keep crime down and face any other problems resulting by covid-19. Covid-19 had a massive effect on the economy and on public sector borrowing. The year 2020 was an extraordinary one for policing in England and Wales, only twelve months ago forces were getting ready to recruit an additional 20,000 officers. Then the coronavirus pandemic hit, forcing the police force into a new and unfamiliar role. (The Police Foundation. 2020) Central Government Tax and National Insurance receipts merge in the FYE (financial year ending) 2021 were £668.2 billion a fall of 5.2% (£36.7 billion), compared with the same period a year earlier. The government supported individuals and businesses during the coronavirus spread which resulted to an increase of £204.4 billion or in other terms 27.7% in central government everyday spending, leaving the total at £942.5 billion. As a result of these low receipts and high expenditure, provisional estimate indicates that in the financial year ending 2021, the public sector borrowed a total of £323.1 billion. This is equivalent to 15.1% of the UK’s GDP (gross domestic product) the highest amount since World War Two, with it being 15.2 in the financial year ending 1946. (Office of National Statistics. 2022)
Back in 2021, police forces in England and Wales will be reimbursed with £60 million to help grow enforcement of coronavirus rules. Since the very beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, police officers across the country have played a vital role in the help of reducing the spread of the virus. £58 million was made available to police forces to help pay for costs sustained by police during the coronavirus pandemic, including making police stations covid friendly and overtime. Since the start of the pandemic, funding has been made available to forces bringing the total amount to £200 million. Forces which were involved in airports making sure passengers were also complying with covid rules, new boarder health measures and including checking reasons for travel, received a share of £2 million to help cover costs. (GOV. 2021)  
Objective two: Impact of Austerity. 
What is austerity? A simple definition of austerity is that it involves policies to reduce government spending, as a way of reducing government budget delicts. (Pettinger. T, 2018) The idea behind austerity is that in public services, we should suspend the money that we have available to us, we should more or less borrow the money that we need to meet the needs of the people. As a country, we need to provide a safety net for the people, for the more vulnerable, which costs money. It is a public good that we should provide, it is a safety net that was put in place by the welfare state in the 1940s and by government policy. According to Mark Blyth, he makes out that that international money markets are controlled by a few wealthy, powerful people. He states that they prey on the weak, that is what the system is and that is what the system is fuelled by. The idea that we get people to buy cars with money they do not have, so they must get it through a car loan, we get people to take out loans to get the latest mobile phones, over all we get people to take out loans for a wide range of things, such as mortgages, houses etc... because the international money men and women depend on us taking out loans and paying interest on top of those loans, that is how they generate profits for themselves. It is said that we ought to live within our means and spend within our budget, meaning, if we have not got the money, then we should not spend it, we do not want to borrow money. We must either increase our income, by for example, getting a better paid job, or spend less. (British politics and policy. 2013)  
[bookmark: _Int_vTvfbV8X]As the Conservatives drop the end of austerity during the end of 2019, they also agreed to £750 million to fund 20,000 more police officers, successfully altering the cuts to the police executed during austerity. The agreement has been reported as a move to ‘make our streets safer’ with regards to increasing crime levels. The cuts to the police were in fact huge by historical standards (14.3%) and have been harsher in existing high level crime communities. Crime rates decreased for a lengthy period of time during around late 2000s and prior 2010s but considering 2013 there has been an intense growth in violent offences that at the time was hard to describe. It could be down to the fact that police figurers come to a critical point such that violent offenses were able to rush. The cuts in the police force may have played a vital role in the increase of violent crime but on the other hand, austerity policies, such as cuts to benefits and local services may have also contributed. Between the year 2010-2019, police officer numbers fell by 14.3%, approximately 143,700 police officers to 123,200 and over 600 police stations closed during that period. (Ungoed-Thomas et al., 2018) 
[bookmark: _Int_qd0xpMci]According to ‘The Guardian’ back in 2020, police forces were facing a “new ear of austerity” with some forces possibly facing their worst ever annual budget cuts fuelled by the coronavirus pandemic. Police forces feared that they were going to have a repeat of the year 2019 where pay rises for officers were not funded by government and had to be paid for out of already existing budgets, meaning, facing real-term cuts. (Dodd. V, 2020) The police faced substantial amounts of pressure during the coronavirus outbreak, Ian Hopkins, the chief constable of Greater Manchester Police stated that on the 24th March 2020, already 1,066 police officers and staff, who form 10% of his workforce, were ill or off on the sick due to the virus. (UK Parliament. 2020) Types of crime and the levels of crime are forever changing in the UK, but overall crime has been on the decrease since the 1990s. During the year 2020, police recorded crime had the biggest annal decrease since 2010, crimes such as robbery and theft dropped dramatically due to the fact that since the pandemic and restrictions, people were not leaving their homes as much as they normally would, fewer people were out and about. The theft of animals increased during the pandemic, mainly dogs, could be simply to get them through the hard year or maybe to sell or breed to make money, as people had lost jobs or were out of work. Drug crime had also increased during the pandemic, people taking drugs to pass the time, meaning as the had a lot more time on their hands or maybe to get them through the stressful time that the pandemic caused. (Casciani. D and Butcher. B, 2021)
Objective 3: Coalition Government. 
According to ‘UK Parliament’ the Coalition Government is a government set up jointly by more than one political party. Parties will settle to form a coalition government if there is a hung parliament where no single party has a clear working majority in the House of Commons following a general election. (UK Parliament. 2022) 2010 is the year the coalition government came into power. It was when David Cameron's Conservatives were the largest party in parliament but failed to get a majority, consequently forming a coalition with the Liberal Democrats to be able to get their legislation through. The conservative has a combination of maintaining the New Right approach of the 1979 to 1997 governments with more contemporary attitudes, whereas the Liberal Democrats are more inclined to have a more liberal approach, welcoming alternative family types. They followed through with policies designed to encourage the nuclear family. They began with removing couples' penalty, this was an approach that guaranteed that the benefit system did not add a perverse incentive for couples to split up for the sake of receiving more money. Shared parental leave was also introduced, both parties were eager for parental leave as it allows both the man and woman shared equally. It is always assumed that woman will take a certain amount of time off work while the man only has two weeks. 9 years after the Civil partnership act, the coalition government brought in same sex marriage. Clear support from both parties, although there was a lot of opposition from traditionalists. (Sociology. 2019) In 2010 the coalition government made a statement that their first priority would be to reduce the deficit and restore economy growth. This government will surely be remembered for the story of fiscal retrenchment: public cuts to spending on a scale unmatched in modern times have, in the main, been successfully delivered. Although, the return to growth demonstrated more elusive, making the track to deficit reduction much moderate and rockier even than foresee in 2010. The slowdown has lasted longer and had a further intense effect on household incomes and productivity, than any since at least the 1920s. Since 2013, there has been a health economic growth, wages, and nation income per capita remain lower than they were pre-recession. On the other hand, employment has help up extremely well. Despite the upturn since 2013, the economy remains far from ‘recovered’.


Conclusion: 
To sum up, all three objectives mentioned in the report have taken its toll on the police force. The impact of the coronavirus pandemic really put a spanner in the works for the police in many ways, forces losing staff, having to adjust to new rules and restrictions while certain crimes increased due to boredom, being out of work and individuals needing money since losing their jobs, increased which also put a strain on the police. Budget cuts have really affected the police force, since 2012-2016 police figures dropped massively, Greater Manchester police force alone lost 1201 officers. Since the cuts to the police, crime has increased: therefore, if we want a safe community and society, then the police service must be funded properly. These drastic cuts across police forces have had a significant impact on the ability of the way the people keep the streets safe. Since 2013, crime has risen dramatically while the number of police officers are decreasing. 
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