Essay One
How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing?

        The past year has shown that police malpractice and misconduct is still a very prevalent issue today. Particularly with the findings of an interim report conducted by Louise Casey, which was conducted after the rape, kidnap, and murder of Sarah Everard by a serving Metropolitan police officer. The report blamed misconduct procedures and the overall culture that is within the Metropolitan Police, which is currently investigating more than 600 domestic and sexual abuse allegations against its officers (Metropolitan Police, 2022). The report also found that less than 1% of officers had been dismissed before misconduct hearings, including those facing multiple allegations (Metropolitan Police, 2022). This essay analyses how past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influencing modern professional policing.
Police misconduct can be defined as “deviant, dishonest, improper, unethical or criminal behaviour conducted by a police officer” (Roebuck and Barker, 1974). Police misconduct thus presents a threat to the credibility and trust within the police and the criminal justice system (Dobry, 2001). Pressures on the police to obtain the outcomes required by the victims and their organisation for a conviction, particularly in high stake cases can also lead to officers being convinced of the guilt of suspects and often stray from the policies to gain a conviction (Punch, 2003).  In the past, there have been many misconduct instances by police which have resulted in acts being created and updated to avoid a repeat of history (Punch, 2000). Historically the power police must stop, and search individuals has attracted more controversy than praise. The power enables police to search individuals to verify suspicions on whether that individual is, for example carrying a weapon or concealing stolen goods (Bowling and Weber, 2011) and is often used when there is a suspicion of drugs (Egnell, 2022).
Before the introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984), police would search individuals under what was then known as “sus” law. Officers only required any suspicion for them to detain individuals to be searched (Jefferson, 2012). During the early 1980s, the tensions between the public and the police escalated due to the police regularly using the stop and search power but particularly targeted the black residents, which they felt was racial profiling (Beynon, 1984; Lea and Hallsworth, 2012). Despite community groups warning about the rise in tension, the police planned an operation called “Operation Swamp 81” in April 1981 and patrolled the area in large numbers intending to reduce crime resulting in many stop searches. A rumour spread regarding an officer stopping a black man who had been stabbed from seeking medical attention, resulting in his death. The following day two police officers approached a black male who was sitting in his car to question him, which was the final instance for the residents, who then flooded the streets of Brixton to riot (Lea and Hallsworth, 2012).
The riots led to an inquiry conducted by Lord Scarman. Among many other recommendations, a key recommendation was the replacement of “sus” law with a national stop and search legislation. As a result of the report, a new code was put forward in the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) under Code A to avoid misuse of the power and ultimately police misconduct. One of the main differences is the code explains officers must have “reasonable grounds for suspicion” to stop and search an individual (Home Office, 2023). Officers must have a genuine suspicion that they will find the object suspected, and that suspicion must be reasonable. Meaning there must be an objective basis for the suspicion to be based on fact, information, and or intelligence and that a reasonable person would reach the same suspicion based on the same facts, information, or intelligence (Delsol and Shiner, 2006; Home Office, 2023). Thus, intending to avoid police from misusing their power.
The people who rioted within the Brixton Riots (1981) wanted their voices to be heard in relation to the racism within the police (Lea, 2012). At that time the Race Relations Act (1976) was in place, this defined discrimination and indirect discrimination with the hope to achieve racial equality. However, the act did not cover discrimination by the police within the conduct of their work. In 1999 the Macpherson report changed this; the report was conducted as an inquiry into the death of Stephen Lawrence (1993). 
Within the 350-page report Sir William labelled the Metropolitan Police as “institutionally racist” as it was evident due to the fact it was evident Stephen Lawrence was murdered because he was black, the police did not investigate it as they should have and missed out credible bits of information and key witnesses. The report provided 70 recommendations for improvement, including but not limited to, proposals to improve murder investigations, dedicated family liaison officers for the families of victims, and first aid training for officers (Lea, 2000). This inquiry also made it so that suspects acquitted of a crime could be tried again should new evidence arise (Laverick et al, 2019). This resulted in the conviction of two men in 2012 for his Stephen Lawrence’s murder. Sir William points out that the way Metropolitan Police was organised caused the ethnic minority to be at serious disadvantage to white people (Athwal and Burnett, 2014). Following the report, a new act was passed The Race Relations Act (2000) to eradicate racial discrimination within British society. This included public authorities and placed a duty on them to promote equality (Field and Roberts, 2002). In 2010 all previous acts were superseded and consolidated into the Equality Act. This act replaced several previous laws within a single act. The act combines 116 pieces of previous legislation and covers different ways in which a person can be discriminated and treated unlawfully based on nine protected characteristics. 
 In conclusion, there is no doubt that past instances of police malpractice and misconduct has shaped modern policing. Naming but a few during this essay, it is evident that policies and procedures have been put in place throughout the years to avoid repeating history. However, as recently as the rape, kidnap and murder of Sarah Everard police misconduct is still a very prevalent issue today. It is important that officers utilise the powers and procedures that have been put in place, to justify their decisions (Elias, Felgueiras and Pais 2017). 
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Essay Two
How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? 

Public protection policing integrates the management of potentially dangerous persons (PDP), the sex offenders and violent offenders (Williams, 2019). The risks that such individuals make when un-convicted and convicted can be reduced or eliminated through the collaboration or cooperation of the prison, police, and probation services working together with other law enforcement agencies through the Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) (Suffolk Constabulary, 2023). Notably, police officers are charged with the responsibility of creating structures that support collaboration and effectively and appropriately manage the risks and this can involve working with the media (HMICFRS, 2023). Primarily, this essay focuses on determining the impact of media on the policing strategies involving public protection policing. 
Managing the individuals mentioned can create strong public feelings, this requires establishing a defined communication strategy to manage media, staff, and community interactions (College of Policing, 2023). These cases can attract significant media attention, causing public distress or disorder, or can be a call to alarm to the relevant law enforcement agencies (College of Policing, 2017). The media plays a crucial role in agenda setting regarding, particularly influencing how the public think about the protection issues surrounding them. Notably, the media does not necessarily cover all the matters affecting public protection. Instead, the media are significantly selective in choosing the incidents they report about or tend to ignore (Malinen, Willis and Johnston, 2014). On the other hand, the public only discusses matters and form their opinions concerning deviance and crime when they are informed or have adequate information about the incident, which is mainly tied to the media’s agenda setting approaches (Crump, 2011; Mawby, 2010) forming public opinions.
Regarding crime and public protection, researchers have established that the media covers events considered dramatic or significant enough to make the news. For instance, a single rape case can make up most of the local newspaper content, while a serial rapist might generate a wholesome national story (Courtauld, 2014). Crime is mainly presumed noteworthy when presented in an unpredictable, serious, and random manner to create a moral panic (Kemshall, 2014). Consequently, the reported information tends to be significantly exaggerated or untrue (Garland, 2008). It might cause an overreaction by society and enlarge the public protection incident out of proportion to its actual seriousness, which can greatly impede the investigations. 
On the 1st of October 2022, the Daily Mail media published that “Investigator who revealed Jimmy Savile's sick crimes says he is working with police on child sex case against 'very significant' person who is 'untouchable' and may only be named when he dies," a significantly exaggerated headline that has a high potential of instilling fear to the public (Goodkind, 2022). It can also cause the victims to remain silent and negatively interfere with the investigations because the public who have information and potential victims of the perpetrator might fear sharing their experiences with the police out of the insinuation that the public figure in question is significantly powerful (Goodkind, 2022). As with Jimmy Savile's case, his offences can only be dealt with after his demise. The latter was prolific sex offender and was exposed with the help of Mark Williams-Thomas, a former police detective, before turning into journalism (Greer and McLaughlin, 2023). Through his 2012 ITV documentary, the journalist prompted approximately one hundred victims to come forward and share their experiences. The case received significantly exaggerated media attention, amounting to 41 days of being covered on the front page of different media houses' newspapers. It also led dissemination of information that lacked adequate public policing investigation, which might have misled the public. The media coverage left the public feeling that there are untouchable people in society despite their offences (Cailler and Scheer, 2022).
Despite negatively impacting public protection policing investigations, media can play a vital role in contributing to violence and sexual assault crime prevention. Media exposure to crime-related and criminal activities can be an effective information tool for police officers' crime prevention strategies, alongside being a useful sensitising instrument for educating the public about existing social problems (Harper and Hogue, 2015; McGregor and Colbran, 2022). The numerous campaigns on child abuse and women's safety cases have significantly contributed to formulating and implementing successful crime prevention initiatives. In addition, due to the increased interconnectivity and reliance on media coverage for crime data, media can be a safe place for many people to share their experiences regarding certain types of crimes and how they are perpetrated (Cere et al, 2014). In turn, police officers can utilise media coverage to quickly access information on the evolution of different criminal activity strategies and approaches (Grøndahl et al, 2021).
On the 10th of May 2022, The Guardian (UK) published a case that involved a sex offender named Rachel Fenton who was convicted of 21 offences involving child sexual assault. The headline highlighted, "Paedophile jailed after trying to groom children on social media” (Pidd, 2022). The media house helped gather more information about the offender, such as establishing that he identified as Richard Fenton during the arrest and pressing the charges as he was living as a man before changing his name to Fenton while he was transitioning to a female. The arrest was aided by an online group that contacted the police and informed them that they had been constantly communicating with Fenton while they posed as a 12-year-old girl on the social media handles. The accused incited the girl to indulge in sexual activity with other children, asking her to share indecent pictures. However, he was unaware that it was a pseudo-account. The police arrested the accused in January 2021 and seized their devices, where forensic information established multiple indecent images of children, young children’s images, and numerous child abuse images. The media played a notable role in aiding this investigation. 
The existing studies suggest that media news and coverage play a significant role in shaping civilians' opinions concerning public protection incidents and forming perceptions about those who commit such crimes. In doing so, the media impedes or enhances the public protection policing investigation strategies. On one hand, it can fuel non-evidence-based information, which can impede police investigations and escalate public fears due to the dissemination of exaggerated news, which adversely affects the public's confidence in the police. On the other hand, media news offers significant insights into public protection incidents or crime evolution since it is updated about the ever-changing and evolving technological advantages and techniques of conducting various crimes. It can also help educate the public on self-protection and provide avenues to reach police officers to share information concerning public protection incidents without the fear of repression. 
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Essay Three
How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? 

Over the years, society has emphasised the significance of enacting rules and activities that discourage the younger generation from getting involved in criminal and delinquent behaviours over rehabilitation. Guidelines set by the government insist that prevention is a task for the entire society and not only the Criminal Justice System. The weakening of the economy and other social factors are significant causes of youth offending (Sullivan, 1989). An unstable social and economic situation is associated with unemployment and low income among the youth, which might see some getting involved in criminal activities to survive (Martyn, 2019). This essay analyses whether early intervention is effective in preventing young people from offending or re-offending. 
Modernisation has led to the interference of existing social norms that prevent young people from engaging in deviant behaviours in developing and developed countries. According to Martyn (2019) young people as they grow older are free to engage in activities they were not initially allowed to and there is a need to assist them to adapt to this change. Pressure to keep up with current lifestyles push many young people to continuously get involved in breaking the law (Hendry, 1993).
Statistics reveal that urban areas are associated with higher crime rates involving young people compared to rural areas (Attar, Guerra and Tolan, 1994). Social control in rural areas is driven by community standards that promote a societal approach to leading the youth and thus more affective early intervention (Croese et al., 2020). In contrast, in urban areas, judicial measures are advocated for though they are associated with high crime rates (Croese et al., 2020). The high population in urban areas tends to weaken social morals, due to interactions specifically through media trends encouraging youths to commit crimes for status (Lopez and Emmer, 2002).
The increased gap between the rich and poor has excluded some young people. Mowat (2019) explains the young turn to committing crimes as an escape to modern stresses from society. Many youths would prefer to be in and out of prisons if they enjoy a luxurious lifestyle for the short periods they are released. Early crime prevention is crucial in ensuring young people do not engage in criminal activities. Youth crime can be reduced by consistent punishment of youth offenders (Soled et al., 2022). However, supporting ex-offenders is vital to ensure they do not engage in re-offending activities, and early intervention is crucial to avoid youths becoming offenders to begin with (Loeber and Farrington, 2000)
Governments have developed various ways of helping young people to reduce offending and re-offending. A personalised approach is one of the ways to deal with young people on the verge of committing a crime or re-offending (Tyler and Lofstrom, 2009). Young people differ from others, and offering personalised assistance is more goal oriented. Another government measure to assist the youth in reducing criminal activities is through training programs at the end of the custodial period to ensure the youth have sustainable skills to secure employment opportunities and avoid getting involved in crime (Taylor and Toohey, 2011). 
The functioning of a family setup can determine if a young person might be at risk of getting involved in criminal activities. Calma et al. (2017) explain that there are programs available for youths sponsored by governments and also programmes for families such as Flying Start Wales, Sure Start and Action for Children (AFC) which offer parenting classes to assist parents in creating a safe and stable environment for their children to grow up in (Action for Children, 2023) along with also assisting youths with work placements, partnerships and skills workshops to assist them with their future career avoiding them going down the incorrect path (AFC, 2023).
Young people often turn to crime due to prior abuse (Rocque, 2017). Evidence also shows that intervention at a younger age produces more responsible adults (Firmin, 2020). Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) are a big factor to children growing up and committing crime. ACEs are stressful experiences that occur during childhood that directly harm or affect the environment a child is growing up in (Boullier and Blair, 2018). A study was conducted in Wales involving almost 4,000 participants which found that respondents with four or more ACEs were 15 times more likely to commit a violent crime when they grew up (Vaswani, 2018). A further study conducted specifically on 12,000 youth offenders found that each additional ACE a youth offender had increased the risk of them becoming a violent or serious offender by 35% (Fox et al, 2015). The programmes available intervene while the children are still young with the intention of avoiding the consequences of ACE’s. Youth Crime Prevention Programmes are government programmes that are also available, they work to keep youths away from crime, they not only help youths who have been involved with the police previously but also youths associated with Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) or youths that are at risk of committing crimes (Gov.UK, 2023). 
Schools have an impact on the kind of choices young people make and have more pressure now to assist with early intervention. School intervention can detect anti-social behaviours early (DfE and Hawkins, 2018) and now have more onus on them to act and put plans in place to avoid escalation of behaviour. This is particularly evident in schools in London, there is a charity named ‘Growing Against Violence’ which runs in 600 schools. They aim to prevent children from going down the crime route by conducting workshops within the schools targeting them while they are young (Growing Against Violence, 2022). 
Action for Children have results to show that early intervention is effective with preventing youth offending. Since 2007 they state that more than 80% of the male youths that have taken part in their programme ‘Moving On’ have stayed out of prison after the programme (AFC, 2023). Along with a youth who had previously committed over 600 offences has not reoffended since he went on the programme and received the support needed (AFC, 2023). While in Glasgow where the charity also run the programme, only 4 out of 49 youths re offended after the programme (AFC, 2023). 
It is evident society has come a long way from only punishing offending, to now attempting to put measures in place to avoid youth offending from occurring in the first place. It is clear from results that early intervention is effective; however, crime rates are still high within youths along with ASB issues. It is clear the demand remains to continue developing new and effective early interventions and continue analysing data over time to determine the effectiveness.  
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Essay Four
Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders? 

Most offenders face significant social adaptation challenges, including community and family stigmatisation, alongside other problems that negatively impact their ability to find housing, and jobs, rebuild social and individual capital, and reduce their chances of securing opportunities to return to education (Rădulescu, 2017). Thus, there is a higher risk of re-offending and reconviction due to social rejection and failed social integration. This essay analyses partnership approaches as the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders and preventing them from re-offending. 
Offenders’ rehabilitation and successful integration into society are among the primary objectives of the criminal justice system. It is one way of protecting society and preventing further crimes, as acknowledged by the United Nations and the legally binding conventions of national human rights (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2012). Creating meaningful rehabilitation programmes in prisons is crucial as it helps achieve the ultimate purpose of serving imprisonment sentences. It plays a vital role in improving public safety and reducing recidivism. 
One of the most effective ways of achieving offenders’ rehabilitation is by utilising multi-agencies or partnerships since they help identify and address the complex issues that result in the offending and re-offending behaviour (Mullineux et al., 2020; Williams and Treffers, 2021). It is a strategy that incorporates different agencies, including probation officers, law enforcement officers, social services, and charities operating in an organised collaboration to offer comprehensive care and support to the offenders (Domestic, 2021). Multi-agencies and partnerships bring a pool of resources and expertise to providing a holistic rehabilitation approach. 
Over the years, there has been an increasing awareness concerning the impact of collaborative relationships, particularly in the form of partnerships in the probation practice. A study by Geiran (2020) established that working constructively with offenders requires the cooperation of several agencies because most have complex needs. Collaboration is a substantial portion of the probation practice, such as in Wales and England since it facilitates effective partnerships. Geiran (2020) supports those partnerships between multiple agencies, like charities, social services, and local authorities as they facilitate the successful reintegration of released prisoners into the community. It also reduces their possibility of re-offending. The researchers also emphasise the significance of involving the offenders in the delivery and design of services to increase the efficiency of partnerships in facilitating effective rehabilitation (Wormith et al., 2007). 
Partnerships are the most effective means of facilitating offenders’ rehabilitation and reducing recidivism since they provide a wide range of resources and expertise essential for delivering a holistic rehabilitation strategy (Barquin et al., 2019; Semertzidou, 2020). In most instances, the offenders require support in dealing with many challenges, including substance abuse, education, health, addiction, and employment problems (Haas, 2022; Maruna, 2020; Tiquet, 2019). Through multi-agencies collaboration, the rehabilitation interventions can address the root causes of the offending behaviour and prevent re-offending.  
Integrated Offender Management (IOM) is one of the successful agencies that deal with the social integration of the offender into society to avoid re-offending and to enhance public safety. It was launched in 2009 by the UK Government (Evans, 2017). It incorporates co-located probation, voluntary, statutory, and police services and teams. The teams use resources and expertise from the different professionals to support and manage locally chosen prolific offenders to reduce re-offending (Hadfield, 2021; Sleath and Brown, 2017). The approach encompasses intensive probation supervision programmes and high levels of police monitoring (Sleath and Brown, 2017).
Partnerships or multi-agencies provide more opportunities and adequate resources for supporting and engaging the offenders with different services (Lamph et al., 2014). According to Evans (2017), this enables offenders to receive a significant degree of customised support compared to standard probation supervision. This is one approach that makes the multi-agencies more effective in facilitating the offenders’ rehabilitation. Notably, experts working in the agencies help the offenders focus more on building relationships and revealing their attempt to maintain the continuity of their support (Hadfield et al., 2021). Showing their genuineness makes a significant difference since the offender’s view rehabilitation differently than monitored and intensive supervision of their behaviours. 
In addition, the collaboration of the different agencies, such as the partnership between the local authorities in Gwent and the National Health Service (NHS) to form the Gwent Drug and Alcohol Service (GDAS), ensures continuity of care provided to the offenders through their transition to other agencies. Specifically, GDAS offers a wide range of services and support, including recovery support, assessment and referrals, harm reduction, and clinical treatment to offenders dealing with alcohol and drug problems (Dewis Cymru, 2023). Furthermore, the partnership offers free information access, confidential advice, and treatment for offenders dealing with alcohol and substance abuse challenges to prevent re-offending. 
GDAS also collaborates with probation services, charities, and social services in providing coordinated care and specific services for prisoners. It is a service that delivers substantial support to those leaving the prisons. It includes facilitating such activities as helping them with securing employment opportunities, finding accommodation, accessing alcohol and substance abuse treatment, and quickly accessing education opportunities (Dewis Cymru, 2023). The program aims to facilitate the successful social reintegration of ex-prisoners into society and reduce their potential of re-offending. 
In summary, partnerships are among the most effective strategies for the successful reintegration and rehabilitation of offenders in society. They help identify and address the complex issues resulting in the offending and re-offending behaviour. Partnerships achieve this by providing a wide range of resources and expertise for delivering a holistic rehabilitation strategy. Besides, they offer a significant degree of customised support compared to standard probation supervision. The experts helping the offenders focus mainly on building relationships and revealing genuineness to maintain the continuity of their support. Lastly, multi-agencies ensure continuity of care for the offenders through their transition to other agencies.
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