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Part 1 

In Iceland and many other countries, they believe that children playing outside is vital.  It can be seen as teacher directed activities or child-led activities, it is important to allow the child to explore a range of different skills and to allow the child to use their imagination and their creative skills, and to widen their knowledge.  Norodahl and Johannesson (2014) show that in the curriculum guidelines, they state that the outdoor environment is a place to develop attitudes towards the surroundings of the children.  Exercise is crucial for children in all stages of development and this then will benefit the child to have a healthier lifestyle.  

Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) note that it has been a tradition for Icelandic preschools, and they stated that children from the age of one to six years old should at least play outside once a day.  On the other hand, children from the age of six to sixteen-year-olds only go outside for a break in between lessons, and therefore it has been limited as the children get older. Oladottir (2008) states that in Reykjavik, this is the capital of Iceland, they state that seventy percent of compulsory schools reported that they try to get children to do lessons outside as much as possible on a regular basis.  
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Part 2a

Hands-on learning is very important to children and giving them the childhood experiences and challenges that they should have and this then will allow the children to progress. The Foundation Phase: outdoor learning handbook (2009) states that the definition of Forest School is sessions that “are led by a qualified forest school leader and provide practical, hands-on, learning experiences which encourage children to explore and challenge themselves”.  O’Brien and Murray (2006) state that Forest School, is also seen as an inspirational process, this then will provide the children and adults with many different opportunities to develop their knowledge, and to achieve new skills such as their confidence and self-esteem, and this is all through a hands-on learning environment in the woodlands. O’Brien and Murray (2006) believe that parents are worried that their children will not get the experiences that other children are having in a Forest School approach, they feel that their children are missing out on a valuable experience that their children will benefit from.  They feel that their children are learning more indoors and not having much time outdoors, where in some schools they have a Forest School approach, where they go to the woodlands often. Thompson et al (2004) noted that if the children do not go when they are young then they will not go when they are grown up, therefore, this will result in the children missing out on physical and emotional benefits, and not having access to nature, and this is where they can explore a range of resources and use their imagination and creative skills. The Foundation Phase: outdoor learning handbook (2009) shows that learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and the Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to do Forest School in their setting as this will benefit the children.  
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Part 2b


If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism, it states in the Neville (2010) that plagiarism does not have a definition because it shows that every institution they develop their own ways of plagiarism and this is important because not every place is the same. Plagiarism is stated that it is using someone’s work and passing it off as your own, it is usually been published.  It is important that students avoid this as it may result in the student being suspended and this may result in them having no mark for their work.  Student must understand that plagiarism is serious and may result in them not being able to study at the university or any university again.  The student may be put on a academic probation and this is where they will monitor the student and check their history to see if they have plagiarized before. In the UWTSD unfair practice guidelines (2017) it states that if the score is up to three hundred and twenty nine then the student will have formal warning letter, from three hundred and thirty to four hundred and twenty four the work will be marked as zero percent.  If the student has between four hundred and twenty five and five hundred and twenty four points then the student will have the whole module marked as zero percent, if the student has between five hundred and twenty four and five hundred and fifty nine then they will be expelled from University and disqualified from any further study but with their credits that they had from previous study and finally if they have five hundred and sixty points then the student will be expelled from University and is disqualified from any further study but will lose all credit from that programme.  It is important that student try to avoid plagiarizing as it could result in them losing their marks for their degree.  


You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation, this is false because it is important to reference when you are paraphrasing as this will show the reader to see where you are getting the information from, it is important not to use own opinion, therefore this would result in using authors research for your own work, by paraphrasing you are using a piece of work but putting it in your own words, a direct quote is exactly what the author has said word for word, therefore you would need quotation marks.  It states in the Harvard referencing handbook (no date), it states that referencing is a form of recognizing other people’s work and then in your reference list you would need to include the authors and the books or journals and other sources to show where the information has come from.  In the Harvard referencing handbook (no date) it shows you how to reference when paraphrasing.  


Wikipedia is a non academic place to get information as anyone is able to access.  It states in the Wikipedia 'not a reliable source' of health advice (NHS, 2014)  that “Wikipedia is a crowd-sourced information website that anyone can contribute to and edit. While the website is one of the most widely used resources online, it is vulnerable to abuse and inaccuracies”.  This shows that wikipedia can be accessed by many different people around The World that are able to add information to an article that is not true but also not reliable.  It is important as a student to find reliable information for their assignments as this then will show that you have used a credible source for their work.  





Here are instructions on how to present a very long quotation.  The quotation has to be more that 30 words or 2 lines.  
· Ensure that the paragraph is separate from the others.  
· Ensure that you indent the paragraph, this is where there is a long space before the paragraph starts. This will make the quote stand out from your own, therefore the reader is aware that it is a long quote.  
· When using a long quotation, the quotation marks are not required. 
· And then at the end of the quote the citation will follow, for an example, (Jones, 2018, pp. 34-50). Remember to include last name, date and page numbers.   
· In the reference list you must reference the sit or book that you used.  



If you wanted a long quote that is more than 30 words or 2 lines then there is no need to use quotation marks but remember that you need to follow the simple instructions above, you will need to make a separate paragraph for the quote and indent it this will be to make the work stand out from your own and then cite it at the end, and remember most importantly to put it in your reference list at the end.  


To begin to conduct research for an academic assignment it is important to have a small understanding of the topic that they are about to research for an example, if they were to study about education then a small understanding is needed so that they are able to research into different subject areas and to see what other useful information is available.  First of all in the ‘go the distance: academic writing criticism and evaluation (BBC, 2018) states that it is important to comment on authors work when reading to ensure that you understand and to see whether it is credible enough.  It is important to plan ahead, so knowing if they are going to expand on anything in particular or look at a certain point,, looking around the topic and researching is important.   It is important to know the reading guidelines of the module so that they are looking at the relevant information for the subject.  Reading is essential when looking for information, as this will give them a broad understanding of what the subject is.  By reading they are able to look at the subject from many different points of views.  It is important to look in books, journals, use the internet and many more sources to find information, this is when they are able to begin to make notes that will assist them to start their assignment.  It is important that students look in may different sources of information such as journals these will give a better credible source, books, magazines, newspapers and the internet.  When looking on the internet it is important to take into consideration that everything that is on the internet is not true, this could be false information or information that someone has edited and has not been peer reviewed.  When looking on websites ensure that there are no adds for the website, this will indicate wether the website is accurate or if it is true, but not always.  Books have very useful information and can have some interesting fact, it is important to look at different points of view and not just from the same books, so having a range of sources and different authors to support their views is always good.  









Part 3

In this article ‘The welsh journal of education: schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales, by Emma Smith, looks at how children in Wales or underachieving.  It also looks at are the children being ‘schooled to fail’.  The research looks at the achievement gap for certain subject areas between girls and boys, and study suggests that girls are achieving better than boys.  The study shows what the writer and other authors think about are children ‘schooled to fail’ but does improve over time.  The first point the article looks at is underachievement of students and the debate in education, then it looks at how children in Wales are seen as ‘schooled to fail’, moving on to what tests the children were expected to do, then looking at the ‘yawning gap’ in education.  The next point is looking at how to raise standards in schools to achieve higher levels, then Britains performance test, and then looking at the results of each test that was done, moving on to how they changed the tests examination board to WJEC and how it made a difference, and how Wales are improving over time.  The results in the ‘achievement gaps between make and female students in maths’ (Smith, 2005, p. 91) look at how the achievement gap in the year 1999 is the highest between girls and boys since the 1970’s.  

The main argument of the article is that it shows how children in Wales were seen as going to school but failing.  It shows how Wales and England were underachieving and that British schools have reached very poor levels.  It states in Smith (2005, p. 84) that “standards in British schools have reached unacceptable levels with a ‘yawning gap’ (Philips, 1996:3) in maths performance between us and other European countries”.  Through time it shows that students achieve better and higher grades than before. In the ‘GCSE achievements of 15-year-old pupils’ (Smith, 2005, p. 89) chart it shows that between the year 1999 and 2001 Wales had the highest GCSE achievements for fifteen year old pupils, but between the year 2001 and 2003 Wales were one or two marks below England, this shows  that Wales are achieving slowly through time.  

This article has been structured well, as it shows statistics to support their evidence and also to show the reader where they got the information from, this is important because when the reader reads the article there must be a structure so that they are able to see where the article is going and what comes next.   The article looks at different countries to show the difference around the world and not just one country.  This will give the reader more information on how the countries are improving on the students achievement gap or if some countries grades are getting worse, this is important because then reader will then understand the purpose of the article and see different information when they read on.   The use of paragraphs in the article are good as the paragraphs show where the writer is talking about something different, in this article they have many different paragraphs stating different facts, this is important because it will give the reader a well structured article where they are interested, but some paragraphs are very long and they could be shorter, this could result in the reader not being interested in reading it as it is not interesting or not structured well, but overall they are used well, and the writer got their point across.  It states in the ‘what are paragraphs’ (BBC, 2018) that “Paragraphs help readers to enjoy what has been written because they break text up into easy-to-read sections”.  The paragraphs that are long can be very exhausting and it can make the reader not want to read more as the paragraphs are very long.    This article also uses linking words between the paragraphs and this will engage the paragraphs together and then will allow the reader to see what comes next.  It is important that articles use linking words as this will bring each piece of information together, and in the ‘discursive writing’ (BBC, 2014), states that by using linking words it bring the article together and allow flow.  In this article it used linking word such as ‘however’, ‘official statistics show’, and other linking words, it is important to use these as it bring the article together.  Also, in this article it has statistics to show the information of the achievements from students in different subject areas, therefore, this would be beneficial for the reader as they are able to look at the information and see what the statistics say.  In this article they use many statistics as the article is showing the reader how children in Wales are thought to have been schooled to fail, therefore statistics show how Wales have improved over time. 

Moving on to the language of the article, the style used in the article is formal as they use the third person, they state the main points followed with the evidence, this shows that they are very formal, and are able to give evidence for the points that they are trying to make.  The article is also formal because they have longer sentences, and that each point is introduced, elaborated and then concluded, and in this article this is what happens when each point has been made.  This is important for the reader so that they know a lot of information about that point.  This article is not difficult to read, but some words and phrases were hard to understand such as ‘masculinity’, but found out what it was in the end, the article was structured in a easy format so was able to read easy.  It is important in an article that it is easy to read as the reader may not have any understanding of the topic therefore, the article must be easy to read so that they understand.  This article is very accurate as it is a journal, and a journal is a credible source. This is important to remember as the internet anyone is able to write something on there, and therefore, this would make that source not accurate.  The article also uses persuasive language as they use a quote and then discusses it, the writer tries to make them think, are children in Wales schooled to fail.    It gets the reader to think that are children really schooled to fail, it states in the ‘The welsh journal of education: schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales (Smith, 2005) that the article looks at the debate in Wales on the underachievement from a Welsh perspective.    On the other hand, the article has little objective language as it is based on facts, this would come little under objective but more persuasive.  

The evidence and the reasoning in the article clearly states that the writer has good facts on how children back many years ago, their grades were not the best, but over time they get better, and the statistics show that, in the ‘The welsh journal of education: schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales (Smith, 2005, p. 85) it states that the children’s levels had reached an unacceptable level but with a “yawning gap”.  The writer’s claim is that she feels that children in Wales are schooled to fail, and looking at the statistics, it is true and looking at the achievement gap there wasn’t much of a gap many years ago but now there is a slight gap, but this shows that there is improvement somewhere.  It is important in the article that they show the statistics clear so that the reader is aware of how it changes over time and that they changed the Governing body  to WJEC and therefore the results were better after they changed, the same argument was all the way through it was clear on what the writer was trying to state and therefore the reader was able to see what the writer was trying to say.  It was the same argument through to the end, and therefore at the end of the article there was statistics showing the reader how it has changed over time, consistency is important so that the reader does not get side tracked, the same argument was all the way through and therefore was easy to understand what they were trying to say.  The text was relying on the statistics in the back of the article as it kept referring to the table, therefore there was a lot of information in the back of the article that the evidence was relating to.  Also, the article was relying on evidence based facts, therefore the writer was showing where the information was coming from but then elaborating on the evidence, this was showing how the writer was engaging with the  evidence and then expanding on it.  The evidence is reliable as it is statistics and this shows how Wales pupils grades were not good back many years ago, but now they have slightly changed, the evidence is reliable as it is statistics, rather than an opinion, this is effective as it supports what the writer is trying to say, and it supports the writers argument and this shows that the writer has a valid point in what they are trying to say.  The conclusion that is drawn is shows how Wales pupils have adapted over time through changing the examining board to WJEC, and it states in the ‘The welsh journal of education: schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales (Smith, 2005) that when they changed the examining board to WJEC the achievement gap between boys and girls at a level of C and above was higher than before.  The conclusion has been brought together as one and shows how the pupils have better grades than before and are seen as though they are not ‘schooled to fail’, it states in the ‘The welsh journal of education: schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales (Smith, 2005) that “results like this just might lead us to suggest that perhaps Welsh students are no longer being schooled to fail”.  This is important as it tells the reader that it is getting better over time and that children are not seen to have been schooled to fail.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude the article is very well written, it clearly shows how children in Wales have progressed, and achieved higher levels.  The text is very easily written, easy to read, and mainly easy to understand the topic of the next.  When reading it is easy to understand what the writer is trying to say, it has clear evidence and shows exactly where to find it, but also showing which table to use to find that evidence for that paragraph.  Whilst critically responding to this article, some up to date information would be beneficial for the next time and that the article was updated, to see what is education like now, and to see if the achievement gaps have increased or decreased.    As it states in the ‘The welsh journal of education: schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales (Smith, 2005) it states that the performance gab between boys and girls is increasing, it would be nice to see if it has increased since then.  Overall, this article is appropriate for the subject and has valuable information, it looks at how it was many years ago and what it was like a couple of years later, this gives the reader a understanding of what education is like in Wales.  It is a academic article that has evidence to support their arguments, and shows how education has changed over time, with many statistics to prove how it has changed, with appropriate evidence.  
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