[bookmark: _GoBack]Assignment 2
Academic Poster Reading Notes
During this presentation I will be discussing study skills that are important at a university level. These skills include; Reflecting, analytical thinking and referencing.
Reflection
Reflection is an important skill to have in university. Reflection is a form of problem solving. It is a journey of self-development. 'The reflective stage is where the problem solver reflects on the knowledge gained during the problem-solving process' (Moore et al. 2010, p.185).
Academics have made different cycles to help with the reflection process.
Centre for Teaching (2008, p1) informs
‘Kolb’s Learning Cycle is based on the John Dewey’s claim that learning must be grounded in experience, Kurt Lewin’s ideas of the importance of active learning, and Jean Piaget’s emphasis on the interaction between person and environment on intelligence’.
You can enter Kolb’s Reflective Cycle at any time throughout the cycle. However, you need to complete all four stages to learn and self-improve. You can apply this to academic work or in the work place. Reflecting can help the student identify strengths and weaknesses.
I can apply these myself once I have the results back from my assignments. If I entered the cycle on 
The concrete experience- writing my assignments.
Reflective Observation- reading over my assignment and uploading it to turn it in.
Abstract Conceptualisation- getting my marks back and going over my essay and reading the critism.
Active Experimentation- applying this new information when I am writing my next essay or assignment.
There are transferable skills that can be used and applied once reflection is learnt. The skills are; team work, managing yourself, communication.
Analytic Thinking
Critical Questions
In university students are asked to analyse text in a new way. It will be a different method of engaging with text to what the student has experienced before. Moore (2010) explains that if a student presents critical thinking with in their writing it will be more respected when a critical approach is taken. When a student is critically analysing they should always be questioning the text.
Cottrell (2013) explains that critical thinking is looking in depth at each side of the argument. Evaluating for and against. Considering the evidence that backs up each claim.
Cottrell gives some examples of questions you can consider whilst academic reading. She demonstrates 'questions such as these;
· How?
· How far?
· How much?
· How often?
· How do we know this is true?
· How reliable is the source?' (2013, pp.188).
Since I have started university, I have taken in perspective , critical questions every time I have analysed a piece of writing. 

Objectivity
Objectivity is to read and write without expressing an opinion. Cottrell (2013) writes that objectivity means 'that instead of relying on personal opinion or common sense, scientists test possible explanations against the available evidence' (2013, pp.311).
Moore (2010) implies that when a text is academically written it is regularly in an objective style. There is a separation between the reader and the writer.
When a student is writing an essay, it is important that they stay objective. Changing minds (2018) explains that if you stand back and think rationally, you will see both sides to the argument and evaluate the different opinions that are stated. When you are being objective you are staying neutral and not showing any emotion towards the text or the writer. If we want to read from a fair point of view without being biased then it is fundamental we stay objective.
As students it is essential we stay objective so we can further critically analyse. This is a study skill we will use frequently throughout our lives when we are academically writing.
In the work place being objective is crucial, especially from a managerial point of view. When preparing myself for a future career in education I will need to apply this skill with collogues and pupils.

Reading Between the Lines
When reading between the lines we hope to find hidden agendas of what the writer is trying perceive. The student must analyse for any bias or unfair opinions throughout the text.
If an academic presents a statistic or fact in their writing, you need to question whether this is accurate. Smale advises to question 'how the data was collected, analysed and presented?' (2009, pp.113) He expresses that we need to constantly question and look further into the writer's agenda when analysing text.
To find hidden agenda throughout an essay you must look for bias sources. Cottrell (2013) explains that it is not always straight-forward find the hidden agenda of a text. The writer can present evidence which is correct however they have left crucial information out. Therefore we critically anlyse so we can investigate what the writer is trying to relay onto the reader.
Reading between the lines and critically analysing the readers agenda is a crucial study skill to have in university. It can help the student identify persuasive and emotive language. It can will also teach them to always question what evidence the writer has given to back up their claim.

Referencing
Referencing is using someone else's academic work within your own essays. You need to reference otherwise you can be accused of plagiarism. In the University of Wales Trinity St David (UWTSD) the referencing style they use is Harvard Referencing.
Referencing can be a shock to students when they first start in university. It is a difficult and time-consuming skill to learn. But it is an essential skill that all students need to learn.
This is Nevilles (2010) six stages of why referencing is an important study skill...
1. When the writer references an author or academic, it means that if the reader is interested in the citation, they can further research it themselves. They can also check to make sure the source is reliable if they wanted to use it in their own work.
2. Referencing in an essay shows the extensive research you have done. It shows the different types of sources you have used to research what the assignment is about. UWTSD offers many different ideas for different sources a student can use. For example; books, e books, journals, articles, films, internet, reports, reviews and legal documentation (2018). 
3. It will support your writing.
4. Referencing can back up the point the writer is making, by referring to an academic this can provide evidence to back up your idea. Cottrell (2013) explains that the reader can have more confidence in your work when you show where the reference has come from or who has written it.
5. It spreads knowledge of academic writers.
6. And finally, it will help credit other authors work. It will acknowledge the writers work the student has decided to use in their essay. When you cite a credible academic it will have a positive outlook on your essay.
I have applied this skill to my own work. I have used Harvard Referencing in every assignment I have completed and will continue to use Harvard Referencing during my assignments. It shows my lecturers the wider reading I have explored and the credible academics that I have used throughout my work. If I am studying to be an educational practitioner, I will use Harvard Referencing in the future when writing reports or any other academic writing.
Conclusion
All these study skills have an important part to play in academic writing and in a work place environment. They will help students to be more employable when they finish university with their degree. Thank you for all listening.
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