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Project Title : To critically evaluate the impact of the Early Literacy Intervention Programme (ELIP) on learners with outcome B-D on the Dyslexia Screener.







The Context
Craig-Yr-Hesg Primary School situated in Glyncoch forms part of the Fern Federation. The school consists of 178 pupils. 

At Craig-Yr-Hesg Primary school 34% of pupils reside on the additional learning needs register and 37% of children are eligible for free school meals. This is higher than the Welsh average of 17%.

The Justification
The researcher currently has responsibility for leading support for children with additional learning needs (ALN) in year 3 at Craig-Yr-Hesg Primary School. As part of this role the researcher runs daily Early Literacy Intervention Programme sessions for 40 minutes a day with a targeted group of children who have been identified as struggling with their reading and writing, achieving lower results than their peers or  results expected for their age. This group of children have also scored results ranging from B-D on the Dyslexia Screener. 
The Welsh Government has recently changed their approach to supporting children who have difficulty learning. 

“The Welsh Government has passed new legislation, called the Additional Learning Needs (Wales) Act 2018, and Additional Learning Needs (ALN) Code 2021, which will replace all of the existing legislation and guidance about special educational needs.
The main changes include:
· bringing together all existing systems into a new, single system for ALN
· being more learner-centered
· providing learners with the same rights and entitlements whatever their age or setting
· being a fair and transparent system for all
The Welsh Government hope that these changes will mean that children and their parents and young people will:
· get the support they need earlier
· be more involved in making decisions about their lives and the support they need
· be able to find information more easily than before
· be supported if they disagree with decisions
· be able to appeal decisions to the education tribunal”
(snapCymru. The Special Educational Needs System is changing)

I believe the intervention will help in ensuring the children in my setting ‘ get the support they need earlier’ and also ‘being more learner centered’.  
Interventions have been proven to work in primary and secondary schools in many places. One intervention used widely across RCT and many other areas is ‘catch up literacy’. This intervention is proof that the impact of interventions are invaluable in a child's learning. 
[bookmark: _m29459h2g01m]
[bookmark: _e3pf6n1rnsql]“Catch Up® Literacy helps struggling learners achieve more than double the progress of typically developing learners
Learners (aged 6 - 14) who received Catch Up® Literacy support for an average of 7 months achieved an average Reading Age gain of about 19 months. The Reading Age ratio gain* was 2.74 and the Reading Age gain per total hour of intervention was 2.39 months. (Data for 3,134 learners from 27 local authorities, 2010. As reported in 'Early intervention to prevent long-term literacy difficulties: the case of Catch Up® Literacy'.)

Learners in Years 7 - 10 who received Catch Up® Literacy support for an average period of 8.3 months made average Reading Age gains of 16.7 months - a mean ratio gain of 2.01. (As reported in 'Catch Up® in Secondary Schools'.)

* A ratio gain of 2 or more is considered 'good impact' (Brooks, 2004)
[bookmark: _vft34ll9xvth]Catch Up® Literacy is twice as effective as other individual literacy support
Learners who received Catch Up® Literacy support made double the Reading Age gain of a control group of children who received individual literacy support for the same amount of time. Data for 85 learners from the City of Nottingham local authority, 2010. 
[bookmark: _alecsfn8gria]The impact of Catch Up® Literacy is long lasting
92% of children who received Catch Up® Literacy support at age seven continue to be able to participate fully in the curriculum, along with their peers, at age fourteen. Data for 247 children from two local authorities, 2003 and 2010.
[bookmark: _50cy8hzhfhn2]Catch Up® Literacy has impact beyond reading
After receiving Catch Up® Literacy, learners:

· became more self-confident and motivated in class
· felt more confident to write independently
· displayed a much improved attitude towards English
· displayed a much improved attitude to other subjects in the curriculum”
· (Catch up, 2023)


The intended impact
This project is designed to understand the impact the Early Literacy Intervention Programme can have on children who are struggling with their reading and writing skills, who have also scored a B-D on the Dyslexia Screener. 

I have previously provided a group with a numeracy intervention in which all pupils made progress and one pupil in particular went above all his other peers and made progress that took him above his outcome level for his age. I was also able to see the impact the intervention had on the children's confidence and their enthusiasm to learn more. 

If the outcome of this project proves to be beneficial to these pupils, the intervention will be rolled out to pupils across the Fern Federation and more staff will be trained to deliver the programme. 

The outlined intention
This project will focus on 6 participants from year 3 who have mild to moderate signs of dyslexia and are struggling with their reading and writing skills. Each participant will receive daily 40-minute ELIP sessions over a period of 3 weeks. These sessions will take place at Craig-Yr-Hesg Primary School.

The project will use a mixed methodology incorporating quantitative and qualitative data. Each participant will take part in a structured interview containing questions produced by the researcher. This longitudinal study will enable me to observe how the variables have changed over time. 

A Salford Sentence Reading Test and a Schonell Spelling Assessment will also be carried out with each participant prior to the project starting, then taken again at the end of the project to obtain results of any progression made. The same will be done using the ELIP assessment. 

These assessments will provide a baseline as well as a measure of improvement of each individual's personal experience of reading and writing. The use of the assessment scoring and semi-structured interview means the results recorded are as accurate as possible and the quantitative data collated through the assessment can be confirmed in a qualitative way. 

The ethics and insider research
Work based research can be very beneficial to an organization as it can help develop and grow the organization's staff and find solutions to the organization’s difficulties that have been highlighted.  An insider would have greater access to people, places, data, and materials within the research setting. They would already have relationships with others in the setting which would be an advantage to gain trust and get the most accurate responses. manage their dual roles and responsibilities. This may also cause issues for the researcher as both their
colleagues and the organization must have confidence that the researcher has the ability to remain impartial and have no predisposed bias. 

“The main benefit of being an insider within research is that the researcher is familiar with the group’s language or norms (Brannick & Coghlan, 2007). They may have already built up rapport with their participants, and are able to identify the honesty of their participants while knowing which topics may not be appropriate for elaboration (Brannick & Coghlan, 2007; Hockey as cited in Hellawell, 2006). This familiarity may lead to the researcher having better access to participants and being more accepted by the participants (Berger, 2013; Corbin Dwyer & Buckle, 2009).
When the researcher is considered an insider, participants may be more confident in the researcher’s ability to represent their story (Berger, 2013). Therefore, the participants may be more willing to share, and provide richer data (Berger, 2013). Insider research can also be personally beneficial as the researcher not only contributes knowledge to the field but may be able to apply what they have learned to their own lives (Corbin Dwyer & Buckle, 2009)” 
(Examining the implications of insider-outsider positioning)



According to Gray (2013, p. 68), ethics has to do with ‘the appropriateness of the researcher’s behavior in relation to the subjects of the research, or those who are affected by it’ and by ensuring that the study was conducted in a ‘responsible and morally defensible way’. Grey continues that ethics can be understood by looking at the English translations of the word; that is ethics as ‘custom’ and ethics as ‘character’. Custom refers to the rules which are imposed on researchers by their institution or professional body or regulatory organization; while
character refers to ‘the personal identity of the researcher as a social agent formed through the reflexivity of the researcher’ (Williams, 2009, p. 119). 
Each participant in my research will be informed of the research procedures in advance and written consent will be obtained from each. They will be told about their right to withdraw and also the option of omitting questions they do not wish to answer. I will tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs. 


The expected learning outcomes
To analyze and critically evaluate the impact of ELIP on learners with ALN and help them by providing them with strategies to become more confident in themselves with their reading and writing skills. 
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