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Having been seen by over 35 million theatregoers, The Rocky Horror Picture Show is the story of two squeaky clean college kids, Brad and his Fiancé Janet, when by a twist of fate, their car breaks down outside a creepy mansion whilst on their way to visit their former college professor, they meet the charismatic Dr Frank’n’Furter. It is an adventure they’ll never forget, filled with fun, frolics, frocks, and frivolity.  (Rockyhorror.co.uk, 2025) The Rocky Horror Picture Show is a parody of science fiction and horror-B movies of the fifties. The show is flashy and campy, adding a sexual overtone to the squeaky clean genre of teen horror flicks. It has been said that the glittery costumes and torn fishnets for the play, designed by Sue Blane and influenced by the Glam Rock look of David Bowie and others, heavily influenced the look of the early Punk Rock movement in London. The story has its roots in 50’s Horror flicks like The Yesterday Machine and makes references to several RKO pictures films as well. (Martin, 2015)

Upon entering the building, we were sat in the main foyer and it was crowded. I felt as though it wasn’t very thought out in terms of where the audience would wait causing an overcrowding in the foyer. Also, the people I was with and I came early to try and sit in the front to watch our peers but this wasn’t very set out as we had to sit in the back for the performance. In future productions, they should consider space for the audience whilst waiting for the show.

The set for The Rocky Horror Picture Show is quite small but has a lot of small details, it has a ring circling above the stage holding different measuring science cylinders, which I think is a very small but smart detail regarding the plot of the show. The main themed colours are red and black, which I think adds to the ‘horror’ side of the show. It has a caged off stage, with steps upstage centre, with more props upstage. (Roth, 2025) However, the particular show that I watched had a tiled floor, with a large number of lightbulbs stuck onto the ceiling of the theatre. I liked the curtain backdrop for this show, as I think it added to the ‘horror’ side of the show, but it also made the set look classier and fancier. I also really liked the way they changed the sets. They had different designs on a doubled-sided mirror on wheels, so it was easy to change the set, but also looked cool and fit the theme of the specific scene. They also had a moving wall, with bed sheets and pillows to replicate the bed, which I think was cool and it was effective for the changes between the characters using the bed. 

The staging itself is a fantastic blend of quirky charm and slick design, featuring elaborate costumes that are both extravagant and alluring. The costumes that they had used were very flattering to the eye and suited the characters perfectly. I loved the use of fishnets and glittery aspects of the costumes, but what I loved the most, was that apart from the two ushers, none of the characters had the same costume. They all had individuality while still having the connection of the show themes. 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show has been hugely influential in terms of queer and LGBT representation in the musical theatre world (Benshoff, 1997). In his book on homosexuality in musical theatre, Benshoff talks about how Rocky Horror marked a "critical turning point in LGBT representation within mainstream cinema," and this applies to the stage productions as well. The performance I saw went beyond what you’d typically expect from the show. The characters didn’t stick to any particular ‘gender.’ A lot of the characters who are usually presented as male were played by female actors, and even those typically seen as masculine didn’t have a strict gender role.

On the other hand, the costume design stuck too closely to the main production and could’ve been explored further. Especially, talking about the ‘gender roles’ aspect, some of the outfits resembled the main production, too closely. Although people may disagree as the show is a cult classic and has such a large audience, it might be critiqued negatively for being ‘too different’ and considering it is one of the first UK Universities to be able to perform Rocky Horror Picture Show it could have been the case of matching an expectation of what is usually expected. 

Overall, I think this performance is setting a new bar for future productions, especially when it comes to musicals with queer characters. It shows that gender doesn’t need to be a limitation in theatre, and actors should be able to bring themselves to their roles rather than trying to fit into a specific gender box.

Dr. Frank-N-Furter, in all his fabulous glory, is the true star of the show, and the actor portraying him in the year two’s production brought a captivating blend of campy humour, seductive menace, and sheer charisma to the role. Frank-N-Furter is effortlessly larger-than-life, and the performance leaves you breathless as he dares you to follow him down the rabbit hole of gender fluidity and freedom of expression.

In conclusion, the Rocky Horror Picture Show stage show is a one-of-a-kind theatrical experience that transcends typical musical theatre. It’s a celebration of individuality, sexuality, and the power of community. The performances are spot-on, leading me to go and watch it again, the atmosphere is electric, and the show never loses its ability to shock, surprise, and delight. If you have the chance to see it live, don’t miss it, this is one cult classic that only gets better with age, and every performance is as wild, unpredictable, and joyous as the first.
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