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Introduction
There are many main crime prevention theories that are in working practice to help prevent and slow down crime rates. The purpose behind these theories is to identify the causes of the crime and to seek a solution through crime prevention. The theories can include routine activity theory, the crime reduction toolkit, the twenty-five techniques of situational prevention and the 10 principles of crime prevention.
Main Findings
The first theory to be discussed on crime prevention is the 10 principles of crime prevention. The 10 principles include target hardening, target removal, reducing the means, reducing the payoff, access control, surveillance, environmental change, rule settings, increase the chances of being caught and deflecting offenders. 
The first principle which is target hardening, is making a property harder for an offender to access. By upgrading locks on front and back doors, shed doors, garage doors and even windows, you're preventing a criminal offence from occurring such as theft. Target hardening can also involve using secure and strong passwords to help prevent criminals from hacking online accounts, thus preventing hackers from hacking. This principle makes it harder for an offender to access a person's property or online account, by having locks and passwords, this will help to prevent criminal offences. 
The second principle is target removal. Again, this principle helps to prevent criminal offences such as theft and burglary. Target removal involves ensuring that a potential target is out of view. This includes not leaving any valuable items on display through the windows. Not having laptops or bags being left on display through a window will prevent an offender from breaking in to steal those items. If people can’t see any valuable items on display, then they will continue with their day and walk by, preventing a crime from happening but if a valuable item is on show through a window a person may stop to look and then a crime could be committed. The same applies to cars. People will walk straight past your car if they don’t see anything valuable laying around in it but by leaving possessions such as a handbag in a passenger seat, some people are inclined to have a look and then break into the car to steal said handbag. By removing the target, you're removing the crime. 
The third principle is reducing the means. This principle is straightforward in being that removing items that may help commit an offence. Such as, not leaving ladders outside your house so a person cannot use it to try and brake into a person’s house. By removing items like ladders, it helps to prevent a criminal offence. 
The fourth principle, reducing the payoff, is reducing the profit a criminal can make from an offence.
 The fifth principle is access control. This principle looks at taking measures that will control access to a person or location. By locking doors, it is harder for a criminal to get into a home, harder for a crime to be committed. 
The sixth principle is surveillance. Having surveillance has been known to stop and prevent crimes from happening. If a house or shop has some sort of CCTV at their property it helps to prevent crimes as an offender would know they are being watched and, in some cases, this stops the offender from offending. Surveillance works by improving the surveillance around homes and public places to deter criminals. People will stop committing crimes if they know they are being watched or recorded. So, by having a CCTV or some sort of surveillance footage attached to your house, you are helping to prevent a crime from happening. Surveillance can also include a neighbourhood watch scheme, so there is always someone keeping an eye in your street or neighbourhood.
The seventh principle is environmental change, ensuring your home and the community you live in is and looks cared for. This involves no graffiti, if there isn’t already graffiti at a community then people will less likely cause graffiti, but if a community has a numerous number of graffiti, then people will be more inclined to add to that and graffiti.
The eighth principle in crime prevention is rule setting. This just involves setting rules and changing up habits.
Increasing the chances of being caught is the ninth principle. This is like the sixth principle. Except this revolves around the likelihood of the offender being caught. 
The final principle, the tenth, is deflecting offenders. This is deflecting the intentions of an offender. One major prevention key here is referring offenders to drug rehabilitation programmes. (The 10 Principles of Crime Prevention | West Yorkshire Police, n.d.)
The second theory of crime prevention is the crime reduction toolkit. The crime reduction toolkit is research evidence on what works best to help prevent and reduce crime. The crime reduction toolkit is used by reduction practitioners to understand what works best and well for them. The toolkit displays the types of interventions, the impact on crime that intervention has, how that intervention works, where that intervention works, how to do it and what are the costs of that intervention. 
The first intervention shown is after school clubs. After school clubs are targeted at children and young adolescents. These clubs help to keep these children and young adolescents occupied by giving them something to do after school, so these youngsters aren't hanging around other places and committing crimes. The afterschool clubs include things such as football, netball, rounders etc. There are activities to keep youngsters occupied. It, however, is shown that the afterschool clubs have not influenced crime. Police records and teacher reports show to have a non-significant effect on crime. Nevertheless, it has been said that afterschool clubs like football have helped reduce delinquent behaviour. (Afterschool clubs, n.d.)
 One other intervention is CCTV. CCTV includes surveillance cameras used in both private settings such as a home or public settings such as a shop. This intervention focuses on the prevention of personal and property crime. CCTV has been shown to be effective on the fact that evidence has proven that CCTV has reduced crime. By having CCTV, it has helped to reduce property and vehicle crimes. It should be noted that CCTV is working by deterring criminals by increasing their risk of getting caught. (CCTV, n.d.)
Another intervention is drink drive stops. Drink drive stops focuses on having sobriety checkpoints to reduce drink driving. These drink drive stops involve a police officer breath testing drivers to see if they have consumer alcohol and if they are over the legal limit while driving. Drink drive stops have proven to be very useful and effective and has prevented car crashes and alcohol related injuries including a vehicle. (Drink drive stops, n.d.)
Firearm law is another intervention on the crime reduction toolkit. Firearm laws aim is to reduce and prevent violent crimes. By having a firearm law, means that a person must have a background check and there are certain waiting periods a person must go through before they can purchase a firearm. Firearm laws have had some help in hand with a small reduction in crime. The introduction of the waiting periods is one of the main things that happened to help reduce weapon-based crimes as some people didn’t buy weapons due to the fact, they had to wait a long time. The waiting periods are designed to decrease availability and the background checks stop people who have a criminal history from completing any criminal offences again. (Firearm laws, n.d.)
One more intervention is a neighbourhood watch. This is a crime prevention intervention that involves the community and neighbourhood. It is a scheme that aims to help reduce crime by promoting activities in the community that promotes safety. The neighbourhood watch schemes are highly popular and effective in both the United Kingdom and the United States of America. (Neighbourhood watch, n.d.)
Red light cameras are an intervention that helps to prevent crashes. The red-light cameras include cameras, a sensor and a computer. It is a mechanism that enforces traffics signals to prevent vehicle crashes from happening after a vehicle runs a red light. The cameras get activated when a vehicle triggers it and once the camera footage is reviewed, a penalty ticket is sent to the address of the driver of the vehicle. This intervention has been effective in preventing red light running's and vehicle crashes. Aswell as road traffic related injuries. The red-light cameras reduced red light violations by 62%. The intervention was also involved in a reduction in total injury crashes, right angle injury crashes. However, the red-light camera intervention was at fault of increasing the number of rear-end crashes. (Red light cameras, n.d.)
The third theory of crime prevention is the twenty-five techniques of situational prevention. The twenty-five techniques come under five categories. These five categories include, increase the effort, increase the risks, reduce the rewards, reduce provocations and remove excuses. Every category has five of their own categories. 
Starting with increase the effort. Under the category increase the effort comes harden targets, control access, screen exits, deflect offenders and control of weapons and tools. Deflect offenders has been very effective in preventing criminal offences by having street closures and have men and women separate toilets/bathrooms. Harden targets involves steering column locks. People having steering column locks have contributed to the prevention of vehicle theft.
Increase the risks includes extending guardianship, assisting natural surveillance, reducing anonymity, utilizing place managers and strengthening formal surveillance. Strengthening surveillance involves the red-light camera scheme, which has been known to be very effective in preventing crime, especially road traffic injury related crimes and vehicle crashes. Under reduce anonymity comes school uniform. A simple but effective way of reducing the risks. By schools have uniforms, the children are more recognisable. 
Next is reduce the rewards. The five categories under this one is concealing targets, removing targets, identifying property, disrupting markets and denying benefits. Denying benefits includes ink merchandise tags, having speed bumps and graffiti cleaning.
Reduce provocations involve reducing frustrations and stress, avoiding disputes, reducing emotional arousal, neutralising peer pressure and discouraging intimidation. Reducing emotional arousal has been known to enforce good behaviour on football fields and helped prevent racial slurs and brawls on the football field between players. 
Lastly, remove excuses. This is done by setting rules, posting instructions, alerting conscience, assisting compliance and controlling drugs and alcohol. Postal instructions such as having signs saying ‘no parking’ or ‘private property’ have stopped people from committing crimes and reducing the chances of having a fine because by having the sign placed there it has removed the excuse of not knowing about being able to have a fine etc. (25 techniques of situational prevention, n.d.)
Conclusion
To conclude, the main crime prevention theories have all had a helping hand in helping to reduce and prevent certain crimes. The crime reduction toolkit seems to be the most affirmative and essential theory as it demonstrates different ways in which crime is prevented and reduced.
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