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Good research skills and an understanding of how to cite properly are essential for students who want to achieve academic success. The ability to effectively find, evaluate, synthesize and present information from multiple sources is an important skill that can be developed over time. 
 In addition, knowing the correct source information in the text of the term paper and the correct format of references at the end of the document will help prevent plagiarism. This report explains why it is important for students to have strong research skills and reference knowledge to succeed in their studies.

[bookmark: _Toc127265527]Research Skills
According to the University of South Wales, research skills are the „ability to search for, find, evaluate, and make sense of information from a variety of sources”. This is an important skill that all students should develop as it will help them to understand how to effectively locate relevant information and then use this knowledge to support their arguments or opinions in assignments.
Research skills enable students to find and assess existing literature about a topic, identify gaps in current knowledge, and use this information effectively in their own work.  By understanding the research process, students can develop the ability to identify reliable sources, critically evaluate material, and present their findings in a clear and logical manner.
This type of competency is invaluable for university and college students who have to complete assignments on a regular basis. It is also an important skill that employers look for when hiring new employees as the ability to research plays a crucial role in career success by enabling individuals to gain a deeper understanding of their field, sharpen their critical thinking skills, and generate innovative ideas. Additionally, research skills help in honing problem-solving abilities as one needs to locate appropriate sources, distinguish fact from fiction, and connect the dots between various elements related to their subject matter.
According to a recent survey conducted by the University of Michigan, students who had a strong understanding of how to do their research reported higher grades on their assignments and tests compared to those with weaker research abilities. This suggests that research skills can help improve academic performance as it allows students to have a better understanding of their course material and how to apply it in different contexts.
Based on other studies, researchers have also found that the use of research skills is strongly related to reliability and quality of work. This means that students who are skilled in research can create assignments and projects that are more reliable and accurate than those who lack these skills. 
In addition, good research skills are also useful for self-study, as they provide the necessary tools to independently acquire new knowledge that can contribute to both personal and professional development over time.
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Referencing is the practice of acknowledging the work of other authors by citing them in your own writing. This includes in-text citations and making a reference list of all the sources you consulted while researching the topic. 
 Citations are important because they show students that they know the existing literature in their field and can use it in their arguments. Additionally, by citing the work of other authors, they can make connections between different ideas and show how their arguments fit into a larger body of knowledge.
Referencing is also important for avoiding plagiarism as it allows students to distinguish their ideas from those of other authors. Failing to reference sources can lead to accusations of plagiarism, which can have serious consequences such as academic sanctions and expulsion from the university. Therefore, it is essential for students to understand how to cite sources in their work correctly. 
Also, most of the citable sources should be academic or peer-reviewed. Academic sources are those written by scholars or experts in their field and go through the rigorous process of being reviewed by other experts before they can be published, making them reliable and credible sources of information. Peer-reviewed sources are also considered high quality because they have verified the accuracy and completeness of the information.
According to Indeed's study of student writing, the use of references is highly correlated with overall academic success. This suggests that students who can cite effective sources and incorporate them into their work are likely to achieve better grades in their courses. This case study was supported by the Harvard Business Review, which stated that "students with strong referencing skills reported better grades on their assignments and tests than those with weaker citation skills." (2017)
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Paraphrasing is the practice of restating someone else’s ideas in your own words. It allows students to express their understanding of a concept without directly quoting other authors. This helps them demonstrate critical thinking skills as they have to identify the main points from the source and put them into their own words. Furthermore, paraphrasing also allows students to avoid plagiarism as they do not directly copy the original source.
Based on another survey conducted by the University of California, students who have strong paraphrasing skills have developed a more comprehensive understanding of their course material and could apply them in different contexts.
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The in-text citation is the practice of citing sources within your text. This allows readers to easily locate the source material and assess the quality and relevance of the information used in your arguments. In-text citations also help students demonstrate that they have consulted multiple sources while researching the topic, which is important for building a strong argument and achieving better grades on their assignments. 
Also, most countries and universities have their own citation styles such as MLA, APA, and Harvard. 
Therefore, students should be familiar with the regulations of their university to ensure that they are citing sources correctly and in accordance with the required guidelines, as in most places plagiarism or not referencing is considered illegal and may have serious consequences.
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In conclusion, research skills and referencing are critical for students in order to achieve better grades on their assignments and tests. Not only do they help them avoid plagiarism issues but also demonstrate the ability to think critically and effectively use information from other sources to support their own arguments.

Furthermore, understanding how to accurately cite sources is important as this allows readers to assess the quality and relevance of the information used in their arguments. Therefore, students should practice research techniques such as identifying relevant sources, evaluating the quality of information from these sources, synthesizing them into meaningful arguments, reading more books, asking the institute for help, and learning the required citation styles in their universities.

Overall, research and referencing skills are an important part of a student's educational journey, so they should take the time to develop these skills and maintain a high standard of accuracy when citing sources.
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