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The Dean of the Institute of Inner City Learning (IICL) of UWTSD is wondering if blended learning would be suitable for students studying the Certificate in Higher Education. As a student enrolled on the programme, he has requested you to write an academic report comparing blended learning with traditional classroom learning. Your report should cover the following sections:

· Pros and cons of blended learning in the university education
· Pros and cons of traditional classroom learning in the HE sector
· Evaluation of both forms of teaching and learning in the past and present. Support your arguments using evidence and examples. Recommendations you would make based on your evaluation. 
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Introduction.


This report will compare blended learning with traditional classroom. 
What are the advantages, disadvantages and the conclusions of both forms of teaching.
But what is blended learning? Blended learning is it the type of studying where the student mixes the traditional classroom with modern learning technologies as online course where the student it does not has to be physically in the classroom, while the traditional method of learning requires the student to be present in the classroom. A blended classroom approach is one of the ways that teachers are seeking to satisfy the needs of their pupils. From classroom to classroom, this technique might take on a variety of forms, but there is always an element of online learning blended with offline activities. Almost all blended learning in classrooms may be categorised into four types, according to the Christensen Institute. The first one is referred to as the rotation model. Students “rotate on a fixed schedule or at teacher’s discretion between learning modalities, at least one of which is online learning” (Christensen Institute, 2017, para. 3).
The second paradigm is the Flex model, in which students study largely online but also work offline on occasion. Students can use this model to “move on an individually customized, fluid schedule among learning modalities. The teacher of record is on-site, and students learn mostly on the brick-and-mortar campus, except for any homework assignments. The teacher of record or other adults provide face-to-face support on a flexible and adaptive as needed basis through activities such as small-group instruction, group projects, and individual tutoring. Some implementations have substantial face-to-face support, whereas others have minimal support” (Christensen Institute, 2017, para. 8).
Regardless of how a teacher approaches blended learning, they will use face-to-face instruction while also including an online learning component in order to improve learning and attitudes toward their work. According to research, “using a blended learning approach improved students’ achievement scores as compared to other approaches and had improvement effects on students’ attitudes toward mathematics” (Lin, Tseng, & Chiang, 2016, p. 747).






1.1 Advantages of blended learning.
Blended learning has increased in popularity since the start of the global coronavirus pandemic in 2020. 
Educational institutions have been forced to adopt this measure in order to be able to deliver courses and train the students. 
“One of the advantages of this form of teaching it is the time management, 
students save time and offers more flexibility because they are not forced to travel and it is less expensive,” (Alexander, S. (2010) “Blended learning is important because it breaks down the traditional walls of teaching, ones that don’t work for all students and now with access to present-day technologies and resources we can tailor the learning experience for each student.” (teachthought.com, Giarla A. n.d )
Make the learning environment safer.
Increase the number of students who are interested in learning.
It is proven that flipping the classroom promotes comprehension.
Students have more control over their education.Making the best use of the instructor's time...For greater insights, collect learner data. More pupils can be accessed and enrolled. 
There are also benefits for lecturers.
Lecturers can use a range of resources to produce learning materials for a variety of situations when teaching in a variety of venues. When teaching a certain topic, they could use lectures, tutorials, and practical situations, for example.
Different teaching approaches can be aided by technology. Blended learning encourages active learning, the application of information to new settings, and the use of real-world scenarios. 
Make a list of goals and keep track of your progress. Many blended learning platforms enable teachers and trainers to track the development of their students.. This can help educators understand which strategies are the most effective.
Make a strategy that is unique to you. By creating online materials, educators may focus on personalising their face-to-face class time to the needs of their students.
 “If teachers offer a form of initial program orientation before introducing blended learning strategies, it can better prepare students to feel confident navigating the different components and developing a stronger sense of independence.”





1.2 Disadvantages of blended learning.

There are, of course, disadvantages to blended learning, just as there are to many other teaching and learning methods. Some of the disadvantages for students are described below. “Unless successfully planned and executed, blended learning could have disadvantages in technical aspects since it has a strong dependence on the technical resources or tools with which the blended learning experience is delivered. These tools need to be reliable, easy to use, and up to date, for them to have a meaningful impact on the learning experience.” ( Garrison, D. R.; Kanuka, H. (2004)
 Learners' disadvantages.
As resources are available. In a mixed learning environment, students are frequently expected to use technology outside of the classroom. Because not every learner will have equal access to materials, online learning can be difficult, if not impossible.
Individualized learning assistance. There isn't a one-size-fits-all approach to schooling. Without the correct level of support, students with varying needs and digital literacies may not find technology-based learning as accessible.
A absence of face-to-face contact. Although self-directed learning can be advantageous, students who are having difficulty with online material may not be able to solve their problems on their own.
Lecturers' disadvantages
A bottom-up method is frequently used. With blended learning, teachers or other staff members are frequently required to take the lead.
 As a result, formal teaching and professional development are required to support their blended learning strategy.
It's possible that the infrastructure doesn't exist. 
Setting up the internal framework required to undertake blended learning can be challenging. It's feasible that the budget and resources will be unavailable.
 There are time limits. It takes time to transition to a blended learning environment. Training and material preparation are frequently required in addition to the requisite setup and logistics. It can be challenging to balance this time with present teaching obligations.
“Reportedly the use of technologies can result in students falling behind on the materials. In a study performed across four different universities, it was found that only half of the students watched the lecture videos on a regular basis, and nearly 40% of students watched several weeks' worth of videos in one sitting.” (M. Gosper; D. Green; M. McNeill; R.A. Phillips; G. Preston; K. Woo (2008). Final Report: The Impact of Web-Based Lecture Technologies on Current and Future Practices in Learning and Teaching (PDF) (Report). Australian Learning and Teaching Council, Sydney.)





2.1 Advantages of traditional classroom.
What makes conventional or offline learning so necessary, and why can't it be done away with entirely?
Traditional learning has qualitative advantages over online learning, which is especially essential for pre-primary and primary students who will be spending hours in a virtual classroom setting and have limited attention spans. The following are some of the benefits of traditional education:
“In person or one-on-one instruction is effective and leads to greater student interaction with teachers.” (Jacob, Anna M (2011)
Traditional classroom teaching increases student engagement and provides a conducive learning atmosphere for classmates.
 It also motivates children to compete at a higher level.
 The social environment of a traditional school is good for the development of a child's character and uniqueness. 
Teachers play an important role in instilling discipline and giving pupils with a feeling of direction in a typical learning environment.























2.2 Disadvantages of traditional classroom.
1. Students' attention is focused in the incorrect place: on taking notes rather than grasping and absorbing new concepts.
The inability of understudies to deal with important concepts and ideas,
The goal of the activity was not met.
2. Over-emphasis on the presentation, with minimal practise time:
Most classroom exercises are done in the same manner as an introduction because an instructor has a defined number of topics to impart in a set amount of time. The practise will be sent as homework to the understudy.
 Understudies who may be able to come up with new ideas are not considered in this strategy. Their schooling comes to a standstill at a certain point, and they become unable to provide anything valuable other than typical responses to test questions. Moreover, a large number of understudies may become stuck while working on issue sets at home. This also prevents them from displaying their work. We can't expect them to master a new idea based on an old one if they can't master the previous one.
3. A lecture by a teacher is usually one-size-fits-all:
In each odd, only one understudy has a learning rate that is equivalent. While other understudies are able to follow the educator's discourse with ease, the large number of others require additional time to comprehend the information. Furthermore, each understudy has a unique way of learning. You can't really expect a brilliant student to grasp an idea simply by listening to a lecture. If one visual learner earns worse marks than a sound-related student, it should not necessary mean that's also poor or unintelligent; it could simply mean that the classroom processes were created with the sound-related student in mind.
As a result, the understudies are unable to keep up with the instructors. They are labelled as moderate students' by the rest of the world.
Poor assessments and unprofessional classroom implementation contribute significantly to a specific negative self-perception and a lack of confidence. Most understudies' failure to achieve what they are able of can be ascribed to the mentioned causes.
This not only degrades potential ability, but it also causes a great deal of concern among many dedicated and dedicated educators.


5 Conclusions.

It's understandable why blended learning has grown in popularity in recent years. Students and teachers can benefit from the method of mixing online and remote activities with face-to-face learning. It's crucial to realise, too, that this sort of learning isn't for everyone, and it doesn't necessarily reflect the needs of all students.

Also the traditional government-funded educational system and procedures in the classroom are far from perfect. It is incumbent upon us as educators to investigate the factors that contribute to the current educational system's ineffectiveness. At that point, we'd have the choice of correcting these problem areas and creating classrooms that communicate.
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