Compare and Contrast Different Conceptions of the Environment  
The different perceptions of the environment that this essay is going to be looking at come from the Yanomami culture located on and around the board of Brazil and Venezuela, and the Kogi culture which originates in Columbia. Within these cultures I will be using largely research and information obtained by Napoleon Chagnon, Gerardo Reichel-Dolmatoff and Alan Ereira to look at these cultures cosmology and how their beliefs shape their understanding of the environment as well as their treatment and attitude towards it. 
The Yanomami
Within the Yanomami, the cosmological belief is that there are 4 parallel layers that the earth is a part of (the third layer also known as the hei kä misi or ‘this layer’). It is in the belief that a piece of the second layer broke off and fell onto ‘this layer’, consequentially breaking off a piece of ‘this layer’ which fell below the surface. It is believed that the people who fell down there resorted to cannibalism due to there being no animals to hunt of vegetation to rely on. Today, the Yanomami live in fear of cannibalism. This is significant to the environment and they separate themselves in their villages from the surrounding Amazonian Rainforest. One of the reasons they do this is to separate themselves from the cannibalistic animals such as jaguars which live and hunt in said environment. Any meat the Yanomami do hunt is cooked very well to avoid any cannibalistic traits being developed.
The way the Yanomami separate themselves from the rainforest is by the structuring of the village. They slash and burn the chosen area to clear any vegetation, then use ‘natural’ things to build a roof around the entire village which reaches the floor and acts like a barrier around the village leaving an open plaza in the centre. This structure is known as a shabono. Alone, the shabono can tell of the Yanomami attitude towards the environment within the village, humans in and others out. The entire design of the shabono shows the strong understanding the Yanomami have of dimensions. However, even though the structure is durable, the materials used are not. According to Chagnon, after a couple of years, the leaves used for the roof start to leak as well as become infested with roaches and spiders. The way the people tackle this issue is to burn the entire structure down and rebuild.
When on the outside for reasons such as travelling and hunting, the Yanomami use materials provided by the environment to make resources and conveniences such as bows, arrows, pathways and bridges. Travelling from one village to another can take days, so the Yanomami set up huts along the trail where they can stay the night. Again they use the environmental material to set up these huts which, according to Chagnon, take fifteen to twenty minutes to build.
According to Yanomami cosmology, women are also apart of nature. In their beliefs, men are created by moonblood which makes them human. Women are made of nature. They are believed to be a fruit known as wabu. This means that when talking about Yanomami and their concept of the environment, women need to be included in this topic also. Within the culture, men are dominant. Women are not allowed to do jobs or activities associated with the male such as hunting, cooking or fighting. As seen as possessions, men from enemy villages, during a raid, would steal women.
The Kogi
The Kogi originate from Columbia, on the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta Mountain. Located at the top of the mountain which they call ‘the Heart of the World’, the Kogi choose to separate themselves from the rest of humanity due to their cosmological belief that as the ‘Elder brother’, they have a duty of care for the Great Mother. The Great Mother is what is described as the creator, the Mother is the mind inside nature. It is said that in the beginning, the mother gave birth to nine daughters, the ninth being earth. The story says that people were made to look after the earth, however, the younger brother (the rest of humanity) hurt and take from the Mother. The Kogi – as the Elder Brother -  protect the ‘Heart of the World’ so that the earth does not end due to the younger brother’s abuse and negligence.
Instead of shutting themselves out from the environment like the Yanomami, the Kogi adapt to fit the environment and take care of it. They believe that plants are like humans and therefore should not be cut down. The earth should be respected as it takes care of life on her surface. Also in contrast to the Yanomami, the Kogi’s village is set up in separate houses dispersed across their land at the top of the mountain. Instead of only seeing the environment as a resource, the Kogi maintain a relationship with the Mother earth. They don’t wear shoes as this will break their contact with the earth. 
There are still gendered roles within this culture however, for a different reason to the Yanomami. Women (more specifically, mothers) are the only ones allowed to plant beans in the land. This is to maintain the connection between the mother of the family and the Mother Earth. Women are also the only ones who can pick dried leaves of the coca brush, however these leaves can only be consumed by men in a tradition practiced to maintain their connection with Mother Earth.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, with the amount of burning, slashing and material use of the environment, as well as cosmological beliefs of cannibals underground, the Yanomami concept of the environment is that it can be live off but it is dangerous. In contrast to this, the Kogi have great respect for the environment and believe it is in their right to protect it as they see themselves as the elder brother and would associate the Yanomami as the younger brother who does not known the damage they cause to the mother earth.
