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On this group presentation, and for the part of the assignment to submit an individual support paper, on the topic of “George Floyd” that had a major event that caused national concern and also international, this will discuss a key point: 
What could have been done to prevent it?
The George Floyd situation that occurred on the 25th of May 2020, had a major impact in our modern society, protests broke out in Minneapolis on the 26th of May after his death by the hands of American Police Officer Derek Chauvin, whom later on was charged with murder.
Reported by the media and videos on internet showing the footage on the manner how Derek Chauvin was proceeding to arrest George Floyd that same manner that eventually caused the death of a member of the public, bring us to the question above, what Derek could have done to prevent it?
In this source it says that “police aren’t allowed to use excessive force or treat the arrestee cruelly, this being universally protected by the U.S constitution” - Joseph Bui, Esq 2022, this is something need to consider when it comes to the fact on how Derek Chauvin proceeded to arrest George Floyd by placing his knee in George’s neck then suffocating him.
The Police in the United States follow a code of ethics established by the IACP (International Association of Chiefs of Police), it’s cited that “The International Association of Chiefs of Police established a code of ethics to govern the conduct of its members” (Office of Justice Programs 2002), so with these two sources explaining that the excessive use of force isn’t allowed and also that Police in U.S must follow a certain criteria in the Code of Ethics, how did Derek Chauvin failed in this while he proceeded to use excessive force?
Well first of all, this needs to go to the fact, that according to the source coming from the Minneapolis Police Training division, that Police Officers in Minneapolis should follow the protocol of “Identifying strategic and tactical ways to improve public trust through every interaction with the members of the community” (Minneapolismn.gov, 2022)
Even though the U.S has a law, the 4th amendment (link in the reference list) that protects U.S citizens against unreasonable searches and seizures, also the Law in U.S against the use of deadly force, says that “the use of deadly force is used whenever the police have probable cause to believe a person is armed and dangerous and the person has resisted arrest or escaping, there is no requirement that police consider alternatives to use of deadly force whether the use of force is proportionate” (Cambridge.org, Tennesse v.Garner, 2020).
The 4th amendment comes in joint with the 8th amendment and “the prohibition of cruel and unusual punishment”. (Cornell Law School, U.S constitution 1791). This explains that Derek broke a law on the use of excessive force, not proportionate to the case that was happening, then according to the law, Derek Chauvin should had used alternatives on the use of deadly force and minimize it when conducting the arresting procedure, considering also one of the Policing standards of Minneapolis written above.
In UK these protests also broke out, like in the rest of the European continent, policing in UK has different methods to approach these situations, situations that can prevent violence and escalation of such, and rights that protect citizens over the use of excessive force by police. Police in the UK can use the police powers for reasonable force in case “if you try to escape become violent, for example holding one down so stops the possibility of running off, police can handcuff the individual and also has the powers to search when arrested” (Gov.UK, 2012).
To make an arrest the Police in UK follows the NDM, the National Decision Model basing themselves on the “Code of Ethics, gather information and intelligence, assess the threat and risk and develop a working strategy, consider powers and policy, identify options and contingencies, take action and review what happened” (College of Policing, 2013). This makes us see that with procedures like this puts cases of arrest in a more suitable approach, even with the stop and search powers of section 32 of PACE on the reasonable grounds to suspect, and Go Wisely, though stop and search doesn’t mean an arrest as the individual is free to leave if nothing found, but in an arrest it’s a procedure that must go with care.
We cannot know for certain how the case of George Floyd could have been developed if it did happen somewhere in UK, but in a British Police perspective arresting someone because of a burglary counterfeit or detaining someone with reasonable grounds to suspect , situations like these could have been avoided if Derek Chauvin had been a police officer in UK, but this is just perspectives that makes the difference between American Policing and British Policing, but statistics also explains that the violence in U.S is way different than in UK, for example in the statistics at the time (in 2010) it says that the “murder rate in U.K is ranked 34th” while in the “United States it’s ranked in 9th”, so 18 times more than the UK murder rate. (Nation Master, 2010) 
In UK we police by consent, policing by consent is a term and a practice used, so it was reported all over the media that when the George Floyd protests broke out in UK the level of protesting wasn’t the same as in U.S where violence and looting escalated. Minor incidents reported by the media have happened in UK during the protests, but because the level of policing in UK and the level of policing in U.S is different, plus the laws that separates the 2 countries, have shown up that, police officers deal with crime and proceed to deal with it according to the regulations and standards that the college of policing has established, in conclusion to this individual part of the assignment and having analysed facts laws and differences from one policing way and another way of policing and also the way to proceed to arrest, the George Floyd incident was a matter of different ways of policing, Derek Chauvin proceeded to use different methods of policing that in UK it would have been severely challenged as misconduct, but also in U.S, he could have avoided it by following the standards of the Minneapolis Police, and the rules of policing established by the IACP, and most important, the law in U.S that challenges the excessive use of force. 
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