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 The background to the interest in the topic and the purpose of this as the research area is that it would be interesting to understand how popular the main four US sports are in the UK, these being: American Football, Baseball, Basketball and Ice Hockey. Being a fan of Baseball myself; it always intrigued me on how the rest of the UK thought about these sports and if something needs to be done to promote them. This topic would be of the interest to the business community mainly due to the marketing side of things for example, whether it is a good idea to have NFL or MLB games in the UK each year or if there could be a possibility of having a team based in this country. An example of this is when back in the 90’s; the NBA played some pre-season games in the UK (Cool Things, 2021). 
 
Providing the reading on where my study lies and how it fits into the field

The study fits into this field because I feel that there is a potential for these types of sports in the UK to become very popular spectator wise, maybe not as popular as football; but potentially on par with cricket or rugby league. Before the Second World War, Baseball was much more popular in the UK than it is today; the professional football team Derby County started out as a baseball team and their old stadium which closed in 1997 was even called the “Baseball Ground” (Derby County FC, 2021).
 I also think it’s interesting as since there hasn’t been many studies of this kind; it would be nice to see the results from this to see if there needs to be more done to popularise these kinds of sports. I feel that researching this can be really beneficial for the future when it comes to marketing sport such as these to the general public and will give organisations ideas on how they can promote brands, teams etc to this country. 

The industry that this is related to is the sports marketing sector, specifically US sports marketing. 
 
The research question that I will be choosing for the study is “How can the popularity of US sports in the UK are increased?”

The aim of the research is to investigate the current popularity of American sports such as Baseball and American Football in the United Kingdom. 

Objective 1: To establish the history of American sports in the UK and this will be done by looking at the available research and data that there is out there. 

Objective 2: The reasons behind this and finding out why this could be.

Objective 3: To find out what is being done currently to market them. 

Objective 4: To find out what can still be done.








The research methods


The research that will be taken will be mostly be quantitative and this is because there will be the use of numbers because the results from surveys are other information gathered will be presented as statistics. There will also be some qualitative research too as it is important to collect information from journals, articles and books too.  

The approach that this study will have is a mixture of primary and also secondary research. There will also be both qualitative and quantitative used as it is important to gather statistics to determine if or not that a certain marketing technique will be beneficial for the topic and also information from articles and books and questionnaires are also valuable in the research to get the best possible information when going forward. 












Research questions 

Do you consent to take part in this questionnaire?
What is your age range?
Are you male or female?
Do you enjoy American sports? 
On a scale of 1-10 to what extent is US sports being promoted in the UK?
Do you think US sports have had an increase in popularity in the UK in the last 5-10 years?
What else can be done to promote US sports in this country?

Study Population

This is where the group of people that will be recruited to answer my questions for my study. Whilst preparing for the study, it is important that I can specify the characteristics of the eligible participants or any characteristics of anyone that would make them illegible for taking part in the study. 
As the study is not controversial, it would take a lot for someone to be making illegible to take part in my study. 
The types of people that will be involved in the study will vary. Firstly I will gather data with the general public and this is because in order to have a general understanding on the topic, I will need information from random people to determine roughly how popular these sports are and maybe come up with ways it can be more popular with the general public using the data that I will gather. I will do via different means such as surveys on social media and by interviewing different types of people.
I will also gather information and data with people who already are fans of such sports and I will do this by mostly on Facebook groups and other forms of social media. The data and information that will be gathered will be important for the study because it gives an understanding of how popular the sports are currently and also it gives different ways on how to approach the ways on how to make them popular for example what marketing techniques can be used to get more people interested. 

During the study, there will be risks and ethical issues that I should deal with and this includes things the leaking of names and email addresses of any of the people that have taken part in the research. The ways that I will be dealing with this is by not having any personal information being leaked to any third party or anyone else except myself. 

Resources that will be needed
 
The resources that I will need for the study will be things like computer systems so I can research what has already been found regarding this topic. Another thing that will be needed will be the use of books and other physical material that could be of use for the study. 

To introduce this literature review, this report will be looking at  there will be a discussion to firstly establish what sports are mostly popular in the United States by looking at information and data supporting what will be written by looking at participation figures, figures on crowd attendances and also TV viewing figures and an explanation why this is. Once this information has been found and concluded, the literature review will then focus on what’s popular in the UK and will gather information and data from reliable sources and further into the literature review, there will be an explanation on why certain sports are popular in each country and find any similarities in any of the reasons included in this literature review. It is important to identify any differences and similarities between what is popular in each country and find out why this could be. The focus is trying to see what the different cultures there are in different sports and weather this can be because of how each country sees sports and if sports are important within someone’s life.  
The first thing this literature review will be covering is the discussion of which sports are the most popular in the United States. When it comes to participation, the most participated sport in American High School’s is American Football, with these mostly being male, while looking at the data, it can be said that American Football which had 1,108,286 participants in High School’s in 2007-2008 is by far the most superior sport when it comes to participation as the second most popular played sport is Basketball is half of that at 552,935 (National Federation of State High School Associations, 2008). The reason for this is that is in most high schools and colleges in the United States, there will be an American Football pitch where people can usually use them. Comparing to other sports, these sorts of pitches are much more accessible to use than basketball courts or football (soccer) pitches are. Another reason that American Football is a popular playing sport is that in some cases, not a lot of equipment is needed especially for “flag football” which is essentially the same as touch rugby where no padding or protective equipment is needed and so the main thing that is needed is a ball. 
When it comes to other sports, such as basketball; the main object needed except for a basketball is a hoop. These can be seen in a lot of front gardens all around the world and especially in the USA where they can be bought very cheaply which means that they are affordable for most people. 
When it comes to speciation sports in the USA, it comes to no surprise to learn that American Football is by far the most popular sport when it comes to average attendance figures. In 2021, the NFL itself average 67,254 fans in each game including all teams which ended a three year decline and a 0.9% increase from the pre-pandemic era of 2019 (Fischer and Broughton, 2022). One key finding is that the Tampa Bay Buccaneers saw four years of decline from '15-19, but have sold all available tickets since Tom Brady was signed (ESPN, 2021). One of the main reasons for this is that the NFL and College Football are covered all over the media including news channels, radio and social media where the fans are up to date with what’s going on with their favourite team which can increase the desire for supporters to watch their team. College Football teams in the USA are typically based in towns and cities where there is a lack of a full time major league sports team so are loyally followed by ex-alumni and people in the towns and cities that they are in. One example of this is the Alabama Crimson Tide Football Team that represents the University of Alabama based in the city of Tuscaloosa that play in a 100,000 capacity stadium and regularly draws crowds that rivals most NFL teams.  When it comes to TV Viewing Figures, the top three sports in the USA are American Football, Baseball and Basketball with the TV viewing record being 111.9m, 30.8m and 40m respectively (Das, 2022). There are many reasons for this, one being baseball is the oldest professional sport currently being played in the United States with the MLB being formed in 1903 and therefore has had all this time to grow audiences and fan bases, and through its history, there have been many important figures such as Babe Ruth and Jackie Robinson (Jacobs, 1994). Another main reason why viewing figures for these sports are so high in the USA is because of media coverage. The majority if not all major sports outlets report on each major sport to some degree, so the traffic of news going from one place to another on a certain team or player will lead to a higher interest in their next game. Another example of how the main sports are as popular as they are is because they usually offer a subscription service which allows any subscriber to watch any game they want at any time. This is a big difference when it comes to sports viewership in the UK and this is because of there being a rule that people in England and Scotland can’t watch football matches beginning at 3PM on TV however viewers outside of the countries can. When it comes to football participation figures in the UK, using data from all four Football Associations; the number of people playing football on a weekly basis would be over 2 million. The reason that football is by far the most popular participation sport is because firstly, the laws of the game were written in Sheffield and therefore the UK has had the most time out of all countries to grow a football following including players and having being the birthplace of modern football, it certainly has done that. Another reason why playing football is really popular in the UK is similar to the US with American Football; all that is needed is a ball and two objects being used as goalposts. Football has always been known as the Working Class game where there have been many opportunities for players from a Working Class background to become successful in the sport. In most towns and cities in the UK, there are many opportunities to have a game of football as there are football pitches everywhere. Comparing to the US, there are many differences in the sense that playing soccer in the US can cost around $2000-$5000 per year while in the UK; you may only need to pay a fraction of that. However, in the UK, there are only 3,000 registered baseball players all around the country and since there are only a few clubs, trying to gain more players can be quite a challenge. It is also worth pointing out that there is only one purpose built baseball pitch in the entire UK which does suggest that baseball needs to be more accessible for more people. Spectator sports is not much different, football is by far the most watched sport in the UK, where figures from an average of 73,114 for Manchester United to 16,875 for Brentford FC which can compare to average crowds within the top three Major Leagues in the US. As well as high crowds in the Premier League, the 3PM blackout rule allows people to watch their local teams in the lower leagues and it certainly works as teams in League One and League Two attracting crowds comparing to teams in the Championship. The other reason why there’s a big attendances at games is due to the media. The top four divisions of England football is heavily covered in media where that being the news, newspapers or social media, so that the latest up to date news is being reported on. Comparing this to the American sports, and it can be said that on American Football, there is very little coverage except during the super bowl or play offs, and it’s even worse in baseball where it’s even worse as there is little to no coverage on any news even during the World Series. 




Methodology
The following study is based about everyone’s thoughts and perception on American sports. An online questionnaire will be completed by people of all ages and background so there will be fair results being worked out. 
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