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Task 1: Information, Intelligence & Evidence Gathering
You must choose a serious and complex investigation in which you played a significant role with the gathering of intelligence or evidential material. 
	Give a brief description of the investigation including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues.  

Evaluate how you have worked with others (e.g., investigators, specialists and managers) to establish and use appropriate methods for gathering intelligence or evidence. 

Assess how you have gathered intelligence or evidence from a range of appropriate sources. Consider how you have recorded and retained intelligence or evidence in a format in line with policy and procedure. 

Describe how you have identified and planned your own investigative actions, taking in account resources, priorities and proportionality to achieve investigatory objectives. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



TASK 1 ANSWER:
Give a brief description of the investigation including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues.  
The Police Online Investigation Team (POLIT) regularly receive intelligence referrals from the National Crime Agency (NCA) relating to reports of online account holders being involved in the upload of indecent images of children to electronic service platforms. A referral will include context of the offending activity, account identifiers, account information and IP activity. Any referral is disseminated as intelligence and developed with a view to taking enforcement action against any identified suspect or carrying out safeguarding duties that may be required.  
(Words 81)
Evaluate how you have worked with others (e.g., investigators, specialists and managers) to establish and use appropriate methods for gathering intelligence or evidence. 

Collaboration and information-sharing are essential components of successful online child sexual abuse investigations, and it is essential to leverage the expertise and resources of other law enforcement agencies and specialists to achieve the best possible outcomes. Partnership working with multi-agencies is a key theme in Policing and is a documented as a priority in the current Dyfed Powys Police and Crime Plan (Dyfed Powys PCC, 2021) it has also been reiterated in recent HMICFRS inspections with an added focus on placing a child’s needs at the forefront of any decision making (HMICFRS, 2023, p.35). 
Working in the POLIT affords me the opportunity to work with a range of departments and partner agencies. This close working allows me to foster and develop effective working partnerships to achieve a shared outcome. 
Upon receipt of a referral from the NCA an intelligence report (IR) is created in line with the National Intelligence Model Codes of Practice (Home Office, 2005).  Intelligence analysts play a crucial role, helping to develop intelligence strategies (COP, 2013a). Their importance has never been greater, according to a Police Foundation (2022) assessment. The National Police Chiefs' Council-commissioned assessment indicated that intelligence analysts are essential to spotting and stopping criminal activity and more are required. By utilising the assistance of an intelligence analyst at the earliest stages of a referral from the NCA it allows my team to further develop the intelligence picture filling any gaps in knowledge and identifying any safeguarding risks that may be present.
Effective analysis of information in policing can be visualised by the ‘3i model’ below (Ratcliffe 2005, p.439).  
[image: ]
(Diagram: 3i Model. COP, 2020) 
Ratcliffe (2005, p.439) explains that both the NIM and the 3i model can be used to focus on a broad range of criminal offending. However, Ratcliffe further warns that to achieve true intelligence-led policing then all 3 stages in the model (interpret, influence, impact) need to be present. 
Analysts can also produce evidential products in investigations. When dealing with suspects in POLIT investigations Dyfed Powys Police actively seek to identify any communications on suspects devices and review those communications the distribution of child abuse material and for any sexualised chat with children or other likeminded individuals. By reviewing this data, it allows for the identification of vulnerable persons at risk of sexual harm and initiate safeguarding. 
The investigation of suspects communication data has been highlighted in a recent inspection by the HMICFRS (2023a, p.46) as ‘promising practice’. However, the inspection further highlighted that this was not consistent with other police forces, commenting that investigations were of poor quality, due to delays in developing intelligence, carrying out risk assessments or acting. 
Digital evidence can be critical to the success of POLIT investigations. A policing think tank has recently highlighted that the ways in which people engage in illegal activities have been significantly changed by the digital revolution. The introduction of digital technology has provided fresh avenues for committing traditional crimes like child sexual abuse and fraud. Additionally, it has given rise to entirely new forms of criminal behaviour. Furthermore, due to the widespread use of digital devices and the central role of the internet in people's daily lives, nearly every criminal act leaves behind a digital footprint that is pertinent to an investigation (The Police Foundation, 2021, p.2). 
The House of Lords Science and Technology Select Committee report on forensic science highlighted the challenges faced in presenting scientific evidence in criminal proceedings. 
“A further difficulty is the challenge of providing clear evaluative interpretations of what the evidence means to a court. A number of witnesses highlighted the gaps that exist in being able to deliver evidence-based interpretations.” 
(House of Lords, 2019, p.33)

Taking DFIs to POLIT warrants assist greatly in the capture of digital evidence in accordance with the codes of practice and conduct for forensic practitioners, which ensures they comply with the International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) (Home Office, 2022). Whilst these standards and codes of practice don’t apply to on-scene triage in POLIT cases, the DFIs have the specialised skills and knowledge necessary to extract and analyse digital evidence. This can be a complex and time-consuming process, and digital forensic investigators have the experience and tools to do it quickly and efficiently.
Whilst DFIs can provided specialised skills in securing and preserving digital evidence they often lack the investigative mindset and can fail to remain objective with their investigations. The emotive nature of dealing with child sex offenders can also add to the presumption of guilt. The Making a Murderer (2015) documentary featuring the investigation and conviction of Stephen Avery and Brendon Dassey for the murder of Theresa Halbach in 2005, has all the hallmarks of the presumption of guilt by investigators. The details of the grisly murder were used in the questionable interviewing by investigators and were later fed to the media before trial (Findley, 2016). The pair were convicted, and the bias of the investigators has been the feature of subsequent appeals. 
Presumption of guilt by the DFIs can lead to tunnel vision and losing objectivity in their investigations. Although duty bound as an investigator, as a result reasonable lines of enquiry that may prove or disprove a suspect’s guilt are not considered (CPIA, 1996). To overcome this, I ensure DFIs are fully briefed prior to the warrant, outlining the objectives of the investigation. During the execution of the warrant, I request meticulous record keeping of the forensic triage and de-brief the actions completed. This practice was supported in recommendations by a Police Foundation (2021, p.10) report calling for the Forensic Capability Network to create an ongoing learning environment for DFIs to upskill and maintain their knowledge. 
(Words 938)
Assess how you have gathered intelligence or evidence from a range of appropriate sources. Consider how you have recorded and retained intelligence or evidence in a format in line with policy and procedure.

During the process of developing a POLIT case there are a vast array of intelligence sources that I can utilise in order to enrich the intelligence picture of my case and support a warrant application or the arrest of an individual. As investigators we gather information for a policing purpose and this serves as the lawful justification for the recording, evaluation, sharing and retention of information (COP, 2015). COP (2015) Authorised Professional Practice goes on to list the reasons for gathering information with preventing the occurrence of crimes, bringing criminals to justice, and fulfilling any obligations or responsibilities derived from both common and statutory laws being the most relevant to POLIT investigations. 
During an investigation it is essential to remain vigilant to opportunities to gather intelligence and conduct analysis of any information in collaboration with intelligence officers and analysts so that it can be transformed into actionable intelligence (COP, 2019a).
This intelligence, following the application of the National Intelligence Model (NIM) and the strategic assessment process, can inform the implementation of tactics aimed at mitigating or eliminating any threats. The four core intelligence products outlined within the NIM are subject profile, problem profile, tactical assessment, and strategic assessment. These products can be tailored and combined to properly answer the questions posed in an investigation, allowing for a more fluid and flexible approach (COP, 2019b). However, it is important to be aware of the potential limitations of the NIM highlighted in research by who suggests that decision making can be hindered by issues around culture, dynamic decision-making, and information sharing (Keningale, 2022). The initial stages of a POLIT investigation requires the development of the intelligence to build a subject profile. Allowing myself as an investigator to make decisions around necessary lines of enquiry to assist the investigation and any police action that is required. 
In a POLIT investigation there a wide range of intelligence sources that can be utilised to help develop subject profiles. These sources vary in terms of accessibility, with certain ones being openly accessible, while others are subject to legal regulations like the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act (2000)(RIPA), which has been replaced by the Investigatory Powers Act (2016)(IPA). This legislation enables me as an investigator to acquire private data held on an individual by communication service providers. Without this I would not be able to attribute offending accounts to an individual or a subject location. Consequently, the selection and utilisation of these sources are contingent upon factors such as the specific characteristics and intricacy of the investigation, as well as the need for and appropriateness of their utilisation (COP, 2013a).
In an intelligence-led inquiry, the use of data analysis and criminal intelligence is critical in developing an impartial and effective decision-making framework that promotes crime reduction. This methodology has been referred to as a "business model" as well as a "managerial philosophy." (Ratcliffe, 2008, p.89). 
(Words 479)
Describe how you have identified and planned your own investigative actions, taking in account resources, priorities and proportionality to achieve investigatory objectives. 

Managing the risk that sex offenders pose to vulnerable persons is a priority in my role within POLIT. At the heart of my decision making, I utilise the National Decision-Making Model (NDM). The NDM distinguishes itself from other decision-making models by putting the Code of Ethics at the heart of all police decision making (College of Policing, 2013b). 
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(Diagram: NDM, College of Policing, 2013c).
The application of the 6 key components of the NDM is appropriate for every decision, whether individually or by groups of people in both operational and non-operational circumstances, for spontaneous incidents or planned activities. It can be used by decision-makers to organise a justification for what they did and why during an incident. It can be used by managers and others to evaluate choices and actions made. The NDM's inherent flexibility makes it simple to expand for specialised policing sectors. The model is always the same, but users are free to choose the inquiries and factors they consider at each stage (ACPO, 2011) 
Decision making in the Police was subject of research following the Covid pandemic. Following their research Fenton-O’Creevy et al (2022) concluded that the NDM has several clear advantages, including functioning as a clear prompt to consider numerous key aspects of a decision and its role in recording a defensible basis for decisions. However, two points of worry were raised:
· There is a possibility of establishing a defensible rationale for actions in the context of blame cultures, which may be intensified by rigorous external scrutiny. 
· A fear that the NDM, in conjunction with the increased emphasis on evidence-based decision-making, may delegitimise the use of experience-based intuition.
However, the College of Policing (2022a) emphasises the use of professional judgement throughout the Authorised Professional Practice (APP) the idea of, especially when providing guidance in the context of vulnerability.  
Whilst the NDM allows me to rationalise and document my decision making I still have to consider the stages of a criminal investigations. There are two methods of criminal investigations outlined by the Core Investigative Doctrine (NPIA, 2012); reactive investigations or proactive investigations. The majority of POLIT cases fall into proactive investigations. 
There are a number of stages to criminal investigations I consider, and my decision making evolves through each of the stages outlined in the Process of Investigation diagram (COP, 2023) below. 
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(Diagram: Process of Investigation, College of Policing, 2023)
Upon receiving a referral, it is essential to establish the type of offending this will determine the level of response required and available powers and policies that can be considered. A self-generated image would require a safeguarding response, whereas an upload of indecent images of children to the internet would require a criminal investigation. The initial investigation and analysis of the referral, checking accuracy and timeliness of the intelligence can determine the direction of the investigation (COP, 2013a).  
By the determining the direction of the investigation from the initial review of the intelligence, I can then establish an investigation plan, outlining the objectives and identifying investigation actions for my team (COP, 2022b). Acquiring and analysing communications data, using legislation (Investigatory Powers Act 2016a (IPA)) is a core line of enquiry in POLIT investigations. As a result, additional consideration for data protection and the relevant legislation (Data Protection Act 2018; UK General Data Protection Regulation 2021) is essential to ensure effective policing and prevent any breaches of an individual’s human rights (Human Rights Act 1998, Article 8). 
With the development of a subject profile, I was able to utilise risk assessment tools such as THRIVE (COP, 2021) and KIRAT (HMICFRS, 2023b) in order prioritise investigations with the highest risk. However, there are barriers to the effective management of risk, such as resourcing issues or delays in acquiring data under IPA. As a superior recording an investigation plan and my decision making are important not only for the direction of my team conducting those enquires but for the accountability of any decisions made around risk and any delays that escalate that risk. By openly supporting decision-makers and improving their confidence in taking risks, the police force promotes a more positive approach to risk. The adoption of 10 risk principles is a first step in that direction (College of Policing, 2013b). 
(Words 701)
(Words 2199)
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Task 2: Safeguarding and Risk Assessment
You must choose an investigation in which you played a significant role and reflect upon how you supported victims and or witnesses. 
	Give a brief description of the investigation including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues.   

Critically evaluate how you have provided appropriate support for victims during an investigation. Consider the use of a victim strategy when required and working with the Victim Care Unit. 

Examine the use of appropriate responses to safeguarding concerns and management risk in investigations. (Examples include but not limited to; child abuse, offences against vulnerable adults and domestic abuse).

Consider and reflect upon how you have assessed threat, risk and harm to develop and implement plans and strategies to investigate serious and complex crime. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



TASK 2 ANSWER:
Give a brief description of the investigation including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues.   
I supervised the execution of a search warrant related to indecent images of children. The suspect was found in possession of indecent images of children and arrested. An interview with the suspect’s daughter led to her disclosing she was the victim of rape by the suspect.  
(Words 46)
Critically evaluate how you have provided appropriate support for victims during an investigation. Consider the use of a victim strategy when required and working with the Victim Care Unit. 

During the intelligence development of a warrant, we look to identify whether a likely suspect has access to children. Research on child abuse material offenders found that they are more likely to have sexually abused children in the past or to do so in the future than non-offenders (Henshaw, Ogloff, and Clough, 2017). 
Early co-ordination with the Central Referral Unit (CRU) enabled me to initiate safeguarding support to the child identified, through information sharing with partner agencies, such as child social services. This is essential for managing vulnerable victims should they make disclosures of abuse. CRU are responsible for administering Dyfed Powys Police’s responsibilities under the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) and in accordance with the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Welsh Government, 2021) by sharing information with partner agencies in order to initiate a multi-agency response. 
Submitting a Multi-Agency Referral Form (MARF) detailing the concerns identified initiated the early co-ordination of partner agencies and allowed the Police and social services to discharge their statutory responsibilities. A MARF to Social Services detailing the concerns of significant harm to the child prompted a strategy discussion/meeting to decide whether to initiate enquiries under Section 47 of the Children Act (1989a). 
Section 31(9) of the Children Act (1989b) tells us that harm means “ill-treatment or the impairment of health or development including, for example, impairment suffered from seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another”. There was enough information to suggest that could be the case in this investigation. A decision was made to complete multi-agency visit. During the visit a Witness Interview Booklet (WIB) was completed with the child. The WIB was prepared by Dyfed Powys Police in accordance with the requirements of legislation and national guidance (Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999: Ministry of Justice, 2011). Its designated use includes vulnerable witnesses. During the interview the child disclosed a serious sexual assault by a family member. 
Legislation dictates that victims are entitled to support and services throughout the criminal justice process (Ministry of Justice, 2020). Services include the right to special measures. The child victim in this investigation is classed as a vulnerable victim simply due to their age and therefore are eligible for ‘special measures’ in law (Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999). Goleudy is an independent service commissioned to assist in the delivery of those services. Their aim is to engage with all victims and witnesses involved in the Criminal Justice process, ensuring that they are fully supported, listened to, and have a voice throughout the Criminal Justice System.
Various research studies have examined the effectiveness of special measures for vulnerable victims, which have shown that such measures can be beneficial in reducing the anxiety of complainants who are vulnerable or intimidated, including those involved in sexual offences cases (Majeed-Ariss et al, 2019, p.4-5). The measures are intended to ensure that witnesses who are vulnerable or intimidated can provide the best possible evidence before the court, and may include the use of screens, live TV links, and intermediaries (CPS, 2021).
However, while previous research indicates that special measures can be effective in reducing anxiety and improving the quality of evidence (Majeed-Ariss et al, 2019, p.4-5), the current legal framework for special measures may not adequately protect vulnerable or intimidated participants from trauma and harm (Fairclough, 2021). This limitation raises concerns about the adequacy of the legal framework and the potential for inhumane treatment of vulnerable persons exposed to the criminal justice system. 
Overall studies have shown that special measures are viewed positively by vulnerable victim, but there is recognition that more could be done to meet the needs of vulnerable victims in order to further reduce the stressfulness of the experience, though being cognisant that it cannot be removed altogether (Hamlyn et all, 2004, p.112). The implementation of support services like Goleudy are instrumental in delivering special measures effectively. 
Despite this concern, the overall objective of ensuring that all criminal cases are dealt with justly and that the rights of vulnerable and intimidated witnesses are respected remains a priority. Special measures are an important tool to achieve this objective by enabling vulnerable victims to provide their best evidence in court and reducing the stress associated with giving evidence. Nonetheless, it is essential to ensure that special measures are implemented appropriately and with sensitivity to the needs and concerns of vulnerable witnesses.
(Words 723)
Examine the use of appropriate responses to safeguarding concerns and management risk in investigations. (Examples include but not limited to; child abuse, offences against vulnerable adults and domestic abuse)

The College of Policing approved ten risk principles encourages a positive approach to risk management in police investigations by supporting and building the confidence of decision makers. The purpose of the principles is to convey the nature and the consequences of risk taking and encourage the use of the principles in conjunction with risk tools such as the National Decision-Making Model (NDM) (COP, 2013a). 
Police have a number of policies and procedures in place to ensure that safeguarding concerns are appropriately responded to, and effective risk management is conducted in criminal investigations.
The College of Policing’s approach to vulnerability related risk is to adopt the THRIVE risk assessment tool. I was able to apply the THRIVE tool to my investigation by following four steps, which include identifying vulnerabilities, understanding how the vulnerabilities lead to situations that create risk of harm, assessing that level of harm or risk and then taking proportionate action where necessary with the inclusion of those with the relevant skills and resources (COP, 2021a). 
During POLIT investigation this isn’t the only tool at my disposal for assessing risk. As a tool THRIVE aligns to the Code of Ethics and NDM model and helps police respond at dynamically to incidents. The model is also nationally endorsed by police forces in England and Wales meaning it risk can be assessed in consistent manner across force boundaries. This is especially important in POLIT investigations where referrals can require the sharing or risk with referrals relating to child sexual abuse online.   
However, a more specific tool for POLIT is the Kent Internet Risk Assessment Tool (KIRAT) which is an online tool developed by researchers at the University of Kent in the UK. KIRAT is used to assess the level of risk posed by a suspect who possesses and views indecent images of children on the internet, and the likelihood of that person becoming a contact offender (HMICFRS, 2023).
Long et al. (2016) concluded that the KIRAT provides an evidence-based approach to prioritising cases for law enforcement. Practically there are limitations in its applications, in particular when no suspect has been identified there is no nominal available to assess the risk against. Making the tool redundant. 
As a result of identifying and carefully considering risk I am able to consider a multitude of safeguarding actions available when dealing with the safeguarding. A key focus is partnership working and statutory framework sets out the legislation relevant to safeguarding and highlights those agencies with responsibilities and requirements to act (Home Office, 2018a). Government legislation provides the police and local authorities significant powers to be able to safeguard children and the COP (2021b) recommends actions that should be taken by Police.  
It should be noted that some of the measures recommended are not always suited to the victims you are dealing with. Removing a child from a home environment is not always the best course of action for the welfare and emotional wellbeing of that child. Their views and feelings are fundamental to any actions considered. The Home Office (2018b, p.9) echo a child centred approach to safeguarding in statutory guidance to multi agencies. Therefore, I would consider the removal of a child from their home as a last resort, where all other options have been negated, ultimately favouring the removal of the suspect from the family environment or at the very least the inclusion of a safety plan agreed jointly with Child Social Services. 
At present it is obvious that we rely on a range of tools to assess risk in policing and different tools will be better suited to different scenarios. Recent inspections have highlighted police are working in difficult circumstances, with limited resources and increase demand, which is leading to unacceptable delays and exposing children to greater risk from sexual predators (HMICFRS, 2023). Further recommendations were made to prompt Police to act more quickly and effectively with safeguarding partners when children are at risk. The Management of Risk in Law Enforcement (MoRiLE) programme is ongoing research that will examine to what extent it can help police meet modern challenges of managing risk (EMPAC, 2018). Hopefully this will look to modernise polices approach to managing risk and highlight the gaps in risk management. 
(Words 700)
Consider and reflect upon how you have assessed threat, risk and harm to develop and implement plans and strategies to investigate serious and complex crime. 

Assessing risk and harm during POLIT investigations is often very challenging. The initial intelligence received can be minimal and requires focused investigation plans to identify and avert any risk posed by sexual offenders. Development of intelligence to the attribution of a subject address or individual builds an intelligence picture to secure search warrants section 8 of PACE (1984a) or under section 4 of the Protection of Children Act (1978). These statutory powers provide police with the power to enter a property and search them for electronic devices that may contain child abuse material. 
The use of a search warrant can be a very intrusive tool, especially when there are multiple persons living in one household or any of the individuals are vulnerable (COP, 2013b) For this reason, all search warrants are carefully planned with consideration to the proportionality and necessity in addition to making sure it is lawful and can stand up to scrutiny.  However, the alternatives are not ideal solutions and present challenges. Such as opting for the immediate arrest of a likely suspect. There is an argument that there would not be reasonable grounds to suspect any specific individual was guilty of the offence, as defined in section 24 of PACE (1984b). PACE codes also provide provisions for consented searches. However, this presents issues as to the extent of the consent and when consent is withdrawn, leading to challenges of evidence in court (Home Office, 2022). 
In the example of my investigation there was minimal information received in the development of the warrant that would identify a suspect. However, identified a child living at the address who could be at significant risk of harm. Arrest is not aways and option, but with the effective use of a search warrant it can provide sufficient information to give reasonable grounds for arrest of an individual providing the arrest criteria is met. It also provides the opportunity to create an environment of control within a subject address. This allows for the use of the other statutory powers to safeguard vulnerable persons. By using a search warrant as a power of entry and search, it was possible to identify a suspect in possession of indecent images of children. Their arrest provided the opportunity to conduct further safeguarding measures with the family in consultation with partner agencies. This ultimately led to the disclosure of a serious sexual offence by a child victim. 
Ultimately the action taken by police during POLIT investigations can have a devasting impact on the dynamics of a family environment. Charities such as the Lucy Faithful Foundation (2017) have set up the ‘Stop it Now’ campaign and are actively dedicated to preventing child sexual abuse. They provide a valuable resource to the public and professional bodies on how to combat child sexual abuse. They also provide support for those affected by an individual in their family being investigated for related sexual offences (Lucy Faithful Foundation 2020). By networking the family with professional bodies, it elevates the burden of safeguarding on the police, allowing for more time and resources to be focused on the criminal investigation and maximising the individuals support. 
By analytically reviewing data from POLIT investigations over the last 18 months, I have identified a growing trend of child suspects who are accessing and in possession of indecent images of children. It is not clear if this data is consistent across other police force in England and Wales. However, it does present the opportunity for further research on the topic. It is clear from research by McCarthy (2010, p.193) that there is evidence to suggest that offenders who access indecent images of children or who arrange for the trading, paying for, concealing and/or organising of child abuse material are more likely to commit sexual contact offences. It stands to reason that increased exposure to child abuse material at such a young age, would lead to a percentage of those offenders going on to commit more serious contact sexual offences. Quayle and Taylor (2002, p.355) raise the correlation between the ease of access to child abuse material on the internet and the spiralling search for more extreme material to satisfy a sexual urge. However, by researching and identifying the signs of children who present a risk at an early age, it may be possible to provide them with sufficient support to prevent harm to them and other children (Welsh Government, 2021). 
(Words 731)
(Total words 2200)
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Task 3: Interview and Custody Processes
You must choose a serious and complex investigation in which you played a significant role with witnesses, suspects or victims.
	Give a brief description of the investigation including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues.   

Critically evaluate the interview process of witnesses and suspects and how you have gathered all required information in relation to the investigation in accordance with PIP2 investigative standards. (Consider generating further lines of enquiry where required). 

Reflect upon your application of relevant powers to arrest and apprehend where necessary and the use of special warnings when required. 

Illustrate how you have undertaken associated search and custody procedures to protect and safeguard the public in accordance with legalisation and policy.

Analyse your understanding of ethics and values of the service. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



TASK 3 ANSWER:
Give a brief description of the investigation including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues.   
I supervised the execution of a warrant under section 4 of the Protection of Children Act 1978. Forensic triage of devices during the warrant identified a suspect in possession of indecent images of children. 
(Words 34)
Critically evaluate the interview process of witnesses and suspects and how you have gathered all required information in relation to the investigation in accordance with PIP2 investigative standards. (Consider generating further lines of enquiry where required). 

The PEACE model provides a framework used by investigators to conduct investigative interviews of suspects or witnesses. The diagram below outlines the 5 phases of the model. 
[image: ]
(Diagram: Peace Model, COP, 2022a) 
Achieving best evidence in interviews comes from the building rapport with the interviewee. The engage and explain element of an interview provides a valuable opportunity to set out the process of an interview and build rapport with the individual being interviewed. In line with PACE introducing the suspect to the environment and the process of the interview helps to commence rapport building. Collins and Carthy (2019, p.27) found some evidence to suggest that communication with a suspect can be increased by providing them with a better understanding of the interview procedure. 
The PEACE model is designed to ensure that interviews are conducted in a fair, ethical, and effective manner. It also helps to ensure that interviews are conducted in a way that is consistent with the law and with the principles of human rights.
During the interview the suspect was becoming frustrated in the interview and was becoming vague and elusive with his answers. He started to become argumentative, and it was clear the lead interviewer had lost rapport with the suspect. This is consistent with the PEACE model in which investigators are taught to build rapport during the engage and explain phase (COP, 2022b). Walsh and Bull (2012) argued that by maintaining the rapport through the interview you see the benefits from the information gathered. 
Having received additional training, I was able to utilise Observing Rapport Based Interpersonal Techniques (ORBIT) model of interviewing. Alison et al (2013) describes ORBIT as a three-part framework that measures:
· The use of five motivational interviewing strategies: autonomy, acceptance, adaptation, empathy, and evocation.
· The interpersonal behaviour of the interrogator and suspect along two dimensions: authoritative-passive and challenging-cooperative.
· The amount of evidentially useful information (interview yield) provided by the suspect.
A study by Alison et al (2013) findings suggest that rapport-based interviewing techniques can be an effective way to elicit information from terrorist suspects. The study also suggests that interrogators should be careful to avoid using maladaptive interpersonal behaviour, as this can decrease the amount of information that is obtained from suspects.
By using the techniques with my suspect, I found results consistent with that of the study and I was able to illicit more information from the suspect which could be tested with the evidence acquired in the investigation. 
Whilst the PEACE routinely taught in police training, it is evident it can be formulaic when executing it. This can lead to officers “going through the motions” whilst asking questions, which inevitably leads to ‘no comment’ interviews. It raises the questions whether investigators should receive additional training around rapport-based interview techniques. 
(Words 458)
Reflect upon your application of relevant powers to arrest and apprehend where necessary and the use of special warnings when required. 

PACE (Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984) provides the legal framework for police powers of arrest in the UK. The power of arrest is characterized by its significant level of coercion and has been the focal point of a multitude of legal challenges (Sanders et al, 2010, p.141). Whilst PACE codes are not law, it is essential officers show compliance with them. Disciplinary proceedings could be instigated for officer’s conduct that involves breaches of the code (Card and Jack, 2017). 
Section 24 of PACE (1984) authorizes a constable to arrest without a warrant a person whom they reasonably suspect to be involved in a criminal offence. College of Policing’s Authorised Professional Practice (APP) outlines that an officer must have reasonable grounds to suspect that the person is involved in the offence and reasonably believe that the arrest is necessary for one of the reasons specified in PACE (College of Policing, 2023). Section 24(5) outlines the reasons, which include but are not limited to the prevention of harm to self or others, the prevention of the person from causing loss or damage to property, and the protection of a child or vulnerable person (Police and Criminal Evidence Act, 1984). In this case the arrest of the suspect was necessary for the protection of a child under the care of the suspect. 
The power of arrest is a significant intrusion into an individual's liberty and must be used in a non-discriminatory and balanced manner (Law Teacher, 2021). An officer must have reasonable suspicion that the person is involved in a criminal offence, and the arrest must be necessary and proportionate to the circumstances. The notion of ‘suspicion’ arises when an individual entertains the belief that the pertinent issue at hand is potentially fulfilled, beyond mere conjecture (Card and English, 2017, p.40). I was satisfied an offence had occurred from the fact indecent images were located on the suspect’s device.
I could have considered alternative options to arrest, such as requiring the suspect to attend a voluntary interview. However, an arrest is not unlawful just because other options are available (‘Holgate-Mohammed v Duke’, 1986). 
However, the benefits to arrest to such as being able to impose bail conditions to protect the victim and any other vulnerable persons. It also allows time to pursue other lines of enquiry and seek support from external agencies like child services. On this occasion it provided the opportunity for a victim to come forwards and make a disclosure of a serious sexual assault by the suspect. 
During the interview of the suspect, I decided to issue a special warning in relation to his possession of the mobile phone. This device was found to contain indecent images of children and the suspect had failed to account for them in interview. Legislation allows for an inference to be drawn when a person fails or refuses to account for objects, substances, or marks found on their person or in their possession (Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994). 
At the start of the interview, I ensured the caution was delivered before any questioning and that it was understood (Home Office, 2019a). There is no specific legislation as to the wording of a special warning. However, it should be given in a language the suspect can understand (COP, 2020). Section 10.10 of Code C of PACE (Home Office, 2019a) outlines the criteria that should be covered when issuing the special warning. Whilst there is no specific timing for the delivery of a special warning, I prefer to give the warnings at the end of interviews. This allows a clear separation of the warning from any other line of questioning. It is also important to ask a question that relates to the specific fact of importance. This case relied upon the suspect being in possession of an indecent image of a child on his mobile phone found in his possession. He had failed or refused to account for this, and appropriate directions could be made in court should he provide a reason at a later date. 
(Words 673)
Illustrate how you have undertaken associated search and custody procedures to protect and safeguard the public in accordance with legalisation and policy.

Code C of the PACE (Home Office, 2019b) provides guidelines for the detention, treatment, and questioning of suspects not related to terrorism, with a particular emphasis on their welfare and safety. This includes not only physical health, but also mental health. The code covers the arrest of suspects, the recording of their detention, the provision of medical treatment, and the rights of detainees. The welfare of individuals under arrest on suspicion of possession of child abuse material are at a greater risk of causing self-harm (COP, 2019, p.2). 
Section 54 of PACE (1984) stipulates that detained individual must be searched as soon as possible after their detention and at subsequent intervals during their custody. By conducting a search of the suspect on entering custody it prevents him from being able to cause harm to himself or others or property. As per the codes of practice the search was conducted in private area of custody and by an officer of the same gender as the individual, in a way that minimizes embarrassment or caused any anxiety. Normally PACE would state a detainee could retain items of clothing. However due to the heightened risk of self-harm a custody sergeant the custody sergeant has the authority to retain items of clothing that pose a risk of self-harm which was explained to the suspect. 
In addition to physical welfare, section 9 of code C of PACE (Home Office, 2019c) also addresses mental health concerns. The act requires that individuals be considered fit to be interviewed before being questioned. This means that they must be able to understand the questions being asked and to provide answers that are accurate and reliable. If an individual is deemed unfit to be interviewed, they must be given time to recover before being questioned. The suspect had stated he was suffering from anxiety and depression. He was seen by the Health Care Professional (HCP) who passed them fit to interview. 
Similarly, a custody sergeant should complete a pre-release risk assessment with a detainee to be satisfied there is no risk of self-harm. However, should the suspect present a high risk of self-harm or suicide then there are no explicit powers outside of 4 of PACE should detention no longer be authorised (COP, 2021). In this scenario other legislation would need to be considered to be able to detain the suspect on their release (Mental Health Act 1983). A risk assessment with the suspect is recommended by the College of Policing (2019) prior to release. To aid this a welfare interview helps identify needs and issues for referral or support. Any risks identified are communicated to the custody sergeant. 
(Words 439)
Analyse your understanding of ethics and values of the service. 

The Code of Ethics provides police officers with a framework of principles and standards that govern their decision-making in various scenarios, ranging from routine to intricate. Its objectives are to promote ethical conduct, as well as to foster trust and confidence between the public and the police force. (Home Office, 2014). 
The expectations of behaviour for those working in policing are represented by these standards, which are based on the Police Conduct Regulations (2008) for police officers. They are reflective of what the professional body and the public anticipate (Home Office, 2014, p.4). The professional behaviour standards for police officers set out in the regulations, include honesty, integrity, respect, and fairness (The Police Conduct Regulations, 2008). The College of Policing produced the Code of Ethics in 2014 to establish the exemplary standards of behaviour required. It provided a decision-making framework reinforcing values and standards of the profession, whilst encouraging personal responsibility and professional judgement. The Code of Ethics is intended to be integrated into every aspect of policing, to ensure it is not just a symbolic document (COP, 2023). 
Different police forces in the UK have their own set of values that guide their actions and decisions. For example, West Yorkshire Police has a values-based culture where officers and staff are empowered to make decisions in line with the values of the Force; ‘Fairness, Integrity and Respect (West Yorkshire Police, 2015). Although similar, Dyfed Powys Police aims to be accountable, fair and selfless in its service (Dyfed Powys Police, 2023). The promotion of values-based police leadership is also critical to upholding ethical standards, as it is important for policing to be perceived as ethical, not just to behave ethically (Adams, 2020). Police officers are expected to hold their colleagues accountable for any actions that fall below the standards of professional conduct (The Police Conduct Regulations, 2008). Accountability is a prevalent theme throughout Policing and there is a growing requirement for Police to be held accountable for their actions in order to maintain the public’s trust and confidence in the services they provide (Torrible, 2022). 
The enforcement of ethics and values in the UK police service is achieved through a variety of methods and police officers in the UK are held accountable for their actions through various mechanisms. Accountability is essential to ensure the police's responsiveness to the public, as British policing is based on consent (Institute for Government, 2022). The Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) is responsible for oversight of the police complaints system in England and Wales.  Investigating the most serious complaints against the police and ensuring that police officers are held accountable for their actions (IOPC, 2020). 
Research by Mynenko and Dr Ditchman (2022) shows that the public trust in the Police service has been severely affected by high profile cases such as the murder of Sarah Everard by servicing police officer Wayne Couzens. However, their findings conclude the bad actions of a minority can heavily damage public trust in the entire police force. A strategic review of policing echoes this sentiment and outlines recommendations for a new statement of mission and values for the police in England and Wales, replacing the existing mission statement set in 2011 (Police Foundation, 2022, p.77). It is clear the code of ethics should be embedded in everything the police do. The strategic police review supports this and recommends the College of Policing deeply embed the code of ethics in every part of policing, including police leadership programmes and ensure reflective practice is used to promote discussion on the impacts with decision making (Police Foundation, 2022, p.96). 
(Words 596)
(Total 2200)
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Task 4: Investigation documentation processes
You must choose an investigation in which you played a significant role and reflect upon how you completed relevant documentation in relation to the investigation.  
	
Give a brief description of the investigation including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues

Consider and reflect upon how you analysed, assessed and evaluated material generated by the investigation to identify offenders. 

Illustrate how you have ensured all material, including exhibits generated were seized, examined and retained in accordance with legalisation and policy where necessary (e.g., compliance with CPIA, PACE). 

Evaluate how you preprepared reports detailing the investigation and the management of case files. Examine how you have conducted disclosure with best practice procedures while creating an accurate audit trail. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)


TASK 4 ANSWER:
Give a brief description of the investigation including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues
I led the complex investigation into an individual, identified as being a vendor on a Dark Web Marketplace. Over £1.5 million worth of cryptocurrency assets were identified as proceeds of crime that were acquired through illegal sales, leading to his arrest for money laundering, fraud and drug supply offences. The main challenges were the application of the correct seizure powers and communicating the technical aspects of the investigations to colleagues and non-specialist departments in order to ensure the correct application of police powers and legislation.
(Words 85)
Consider and reflect upon how you analysed, assessed and evaluated material generated by the investigation to identify offenders. 

Using the Gibbs Reflective Cycle (1988) promoted by the COP (2017) and following the 5 phases (Description, Feelings, Evaluation/Analysis, Conclusions and Actions), I can reflect on my management of the material I gathered during the investigation. 
CPIA (Criminal Procedures and Investigations Act 1999) outlines the duties of an investigator to follow all reasonable lines of enquiry as well as a duty to record, retain and reveal to the prosecutor material obtained during the course of a criminal investigation. The investigation produced substantial amounts of data from various sources and in different formats. This data required analysis to determine its relevancy on the investigation and conversion into a readable format, so that it could be understood and correlated against other data sets. The evidence consisted of cryptocurrency payments, cryptography keys and encrypted data. Data was also acquired from various electronic service providers and external agencies (NCA and FBI). 
I initially felt overwhelmed by the complexity of the investigation and the sheer volume of data acquired. I was worried the data sets were going to be too vast and complicated to manage. I also feared that I may not be able to extract and convey the key evidence from the data.  
Applying an investigative mindset allowed me to develop and test case theories. By examining the clues, it allows for inferences to be drawn about the actions and motives of the suspect (Stainton et al, 2022). It was difficult however not to allow bias to creep into the investigation. I had identified a suspect and was working backwards to associate him with the offending dark web vendor account. The effects of cognitive biases on forensic investigations have been acknowledged by expert bodies in the field of forensics and has resulted in the development of strategies to mitigate bias and provide training to relevant sections of the Criminal Justice System (Houses of Parliament, 2015, p.5) Hypothesis generation was a method used to help me investigate the cryptocurrency transactional data I was investigating. It is very easy to get lost in transactions on the blockchain due to the inherent anonymity of the technology. I used various hypothesis in order to help me prove or disprove the attribution or motivation of the suspect for key transactions in the investigations (College of Policing, 2020).
By focusing my enquiries through the development of working hypothesis and the setting of clear and specific parameters, I was able to develop realistic and achievable objectives and lines of enquiry (College of Policing, 2020). This aided me in targeting the acquisition of data from passive data enquires, such as the request to cryptocurrency exchanges. These exchanges were providing large amounts of data per person and without directed enquires there would be too much data to analyse.
Extracting key identifiers from forensic examination of the suspect devices also helped to direct my enquiries to specific cryptocurrency platforms I was believed the suspect was using. This technique was critical to the investigation and provided an innovative method to identify passwords in order to exploit encryption deployed by the suspect, which subsequently aided the seizure of over £1 million of cryptocurrency identified as proceeds of crime. As criminal activities evolve, the technology, investigative techniques and efficiency of investigations must also advance (O’Neill, 2018, p.150). 
I will aim to focus on sharing my knowledge and skills with other practitioners in digital investigations, as well as campaigning for the upskilling of staff to provide expert analysis and an increase in awareness for front-line officers. Police now rely on analysing cryptocurrency transactions as a crucial method for investigating various criminal activities. This technique, referred to as tracking and tracing payment flows, allows us to uncover illicit actions facilitated by the anonymous nature of cryptocurrencies (Fröwis et al, 2022). It is essential that investigators and experts who perform analysis of cryptocurrency payments and digital evidence in criminal proceedings are qualified to use those methods (Casey, 2011). The qualifications, relevant experience and accreditation are essential for fulfilling the obligations of an expert as per legislation (Criminal Procedure Rules 2020). A think tank report has highlighted the need for training in digital forensics, for all practitioners in the criminal justice system following unrealistic expectations (The Police Foundation, 2021). 
(Words 698)
Illustrate how you have ensured all material, including exhibits generated were seized, examined and retained in accordance with legalisation and policy where necessary (e.g., compliance with CPIA, PACE). 

Paragraph 2.1 of the CPIA code of practice (Criminal Procedures and Investigations Act 1996), states that any material, whether it be information or physical objects, that is acquired during a criminal investigation and may have significance to the investigation is referred to as ‘material’. Material can be considered relevant to an investigation if it seems to have some connection to the offence being investigated or the circumstances surrounding that investigation. The relevancy of that material is determined by the by the investigator, the officer in charge of the investigation, or the disclosure officer. However, if the material has no potential impact on the case, it is considered irrelevant. 
An investigator's objective is to collect as much material as possible, regardless of its form, that is relevant to the offence. However, the quantity of material that can be used as evidence in court may decrease as the investigation progresses, despite the police's initial accumulation of a large amount of material (College of Policing, 2013). The College of Policing APP (2013) goes on to describe the different formats of material generated and includes both tangible and intangible objects. Examples provided of common material formats include statements, documents, reports, physical objects, fingerprints, images, and audio or video recordings. 
Even if they are not directly involved in the crime, computers, mobile phones, and networks are considered extensions of any crime scene and can provide a digital dimension to any criminal investigation (Casey, 2011, p.227). The acquisition of digital evidence in this investigation was essential to proving or disproving the suspect’s involvement of the laundering of criminal proceeds, namely the cryptocurrency Bitcoin. It was pivotal to the investigation to consider opportunities to capturing any material that may provide evidence.  
For evidence to be admissible in criminal proceedings it must be seized lawfully. I considered powers under PACE to seize material relevant to the investigation. Section 32 provides a power to search a person following their arrest for items related to any offence. The power can be extended to enter and search any property for items relating to the offence if arrested for an indicatable offence. (Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984). For this power to be effective a person must be under arrest and is limited to the person; with no extension to their property or possessions (Clark, 2006). Its use would restrict my ability to secure material if the suspect wasn’t present or he was arrested at a location other than his home address. In contrast Section 18(1) of PACE (Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984) provides a broader scope of seizure, including a power of entry and search following the arrest of a person for an indictable offence. It allows for the search of any premises occupied or controlled by the person where an officer has reasonable grounds to suspect there that evidence of that offence or like offences may be found on the premises. However, like section 32, it relies on the arrest of a person, and the authority of a rank equivalent to an inspector. 
In these circumstances a warrant under section 8 of PACE (1984) provided a better solution to enter the suspect property and seize evidence. In the absence of time constraints, there was greater latitude to search and secure relevant material. We were able to gain effective entry to the property, with an element of surprise in an attempt to catch the suspect in the act of laundering cryptocurrency. By considering powers of entry and search, I was able to maximise the opportunity to secure material that could subsequently become evidence in the investigation. 
A major consideration during was the use of covert powers to monitor the transactions of the suspect on the blockchain. The suspect was actively laundering cryptocurrency he had obfuscated prior to seizure. With the added support of private technology providers like Chainalysis, police are acquiring relevant training and tools in order to track and trace cryptocurrency transactions. These tools help law enforcement across the world de-anonymise blockchain transactions (Chainalysis, 2022). By utilising this tool there is an argument that transactions on the blockchain are no longer anonymous, and it would likely result in the private information about a person. 
Directed surveillance is defined in section 26(2) of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 (RIPA) as a type of surveillance that is covert but not intrusive, carried out for the purposes of a specific investigation or operation related to the preventing or detecting of crime, and likely to result in the obtaining of private information about a person or persons. This was carefully considered with the senior investigating officer (SIO). The conclusion was that the use of the tool did not provide specific private information about an individual and only provided a gateway to identify services from which data could be acquired, under relevant legislation. Therefore, a directed surveillance authority (DSA) was not acquired in this investigation. 
The use of DSAs in similar investigations is likely to cause debate in the future, around their application and the admissibility of evidence acquired as a result. Legislation dictates that for evidence to be admissible in court, it must be relevant, properly obtained, and credible. Ultimately, it is up to the judge to determine whether evidence is admissible or not (College of Policing, 2023). Section 76 of PACE (1984) provides the court with the discretion to exclude evidence that would otherwise be admissible against a defendant on the basis that it would be unfair to adduce it, providing a safeguard against the use of evidence that is unfairly obtained or used in criminal proceedings. 
(Words 927)
Evaluate how you preprepared reports detailing the investigation and the management of case files. Examine how you have conducted disclosure with best practice procedures while creating an accurate audit trail. 

The Attorney General's Guidelines on Disclosure (Home Office, 2022) provide high-level principles that should be followed when the disclosure regime is applied throughout England and Wales. The guidelines are issued by the Attorney General for investigators, prosecutors, and defence practitioners on the application of the disclosure regime contained the codes of practice (Ministry of Justice, 2020). The guidelines are intended to operate alongside the Judicial Protocol on the Disclosure of Unused Material in Criminal Cases. 
From the very start of the investigation, I recorded my investigative strategy, including hypothesis and subsequent lines of enquiries and their results. I also meticulously documented all material obtained during the investigation. The obligation of disclosure commences from the outset of an investigation, and the police must conduct a comprehensive investigation, manage all collected material correctly, and pursue all reasonable lines of inquiry, regardless of whether they point towards or away from any suspect. (CPS, 2022). 
During the investigation suspects may offer a defence to an allegation. This can be in the form of a defence case statement is submitted to the prosecution in Crown Court cases and in some Magistrates’ Court cases, which sets out the defence to the allegations and can point the prosecution to other lines of enquiry (CPS, 2022). In this case the suspect claimed he was cryptocurrency trader. Documenting all of my enquires and the results enabled me to be able to review all of my investigation actions and material gathered during the course of the investigation. From this I could prove or disprove the defence, identify any further lines of enquiry, and ascertain if there was any material that undermined the prosecution case or supported the defence. Proper disclosure is vital for a fair trial, but the criminal justice system has “struggled to get it right.” (Guardian, 2021). 
The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) has launched a National Disclosure Improvement Plan with the National Police Chiefs' Council (NPCC) to address issues of disclosure in criminal investigations. The plan focusses on capacity, capability, leadership, partnership, and governance (CPS, 2018). Capacity was a key issue of disclosure during this investigation. There was a substantial volume of digital evidence, in various formats or a varying degree of technicality. To overcome this, legislation allowed me to appoint a disclosure officer to manage the volume of digital data in the investigation (CPS, 2021). 
I created multiple technical reports, documenting evidence of key cryptocurrency transactions. This type of evidence is very much in its infancy in the Criminal Justice System. Therefore, despite seeking expert support from the NCA Major Crime Investigative Support (NCA, 2017), I was unable to find an expert to instruct in the case. However, with sufficient knowledge and experience in a field, it is possible to be considered an expert (Immigration Enforcement, 2020, p.15). Part 19 of the Criminal Procedures Rule (2020) outlines the duty and obligations of an expert witness to the court including what must be include with any report produced. 
(Words 490)
(Total Words 2200)
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Task 5: Personal Development Plan (PDP)
As part of your reflective process, please use this table to aid you in identifying the next steps for development. 
Formulate and implement a personal study programme to further enhance the development of your professional police practice. A template has been added for an ‘Individual Learning Plan’ that you can use for this task.  
This task differs from the PDP that you have completed in your previous workbook in that this learning plan allows you to assess what level you believe you are in key knowledge, skills, and experience against where you believe you (and the force) consider you should be – now and in the coming 6 to 12 months. This should then be used to target future development need. 
This is equivalent to 2000 words towards the overall wordcount, please note this is not the actual number of words used in completing the table, the count reflects the thought and research behind it

Knowledge, Skills and Experience Assessment 

	 
	Current level
	RATING - next 6 to 12mths
	DEVELOPMENT NEED IDENTIFIED
 

	KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE
My knowledge and experience around case file builds requires improvement and practical experience at a supervisory level. When working in Thames Valley I had excellent knowledge and experience in case file preparation. However, since transferring to Dyfed Powys Police in 2017, I have not had the requirement in my role to undertake that task. This has led to me becoming deskilled in the processes and having limited knowledge in the internal processes of Dyfed Powys Police. 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	
By improving my knowledge and experience in this area it will allow to manage the case file builds. Whilst this isn’t a requirement for POLIT at this time it is a future area of business I will seek for the unit encompass as part of its service delivery. 
To enhance my knowledge and experience I will: 
1) Request peer support from the case progression unit. 
2) Review case file builds for complex investigations. 
3) Undertake self-study and research the current national file standards. Include research on the preparation of GAP and NGAP files, better case management timescales, pre charge advice processes, disclosure, and file quality management. 
4) Start to take ownership for case file preparation on a trial basis within the unit. This will provide practical exposure to completing and supervising case file builds. 

	SKILLS & KNOWLEDGE
I am currently a trained RFPS technician and have experience of completing a number of RF surveys and evidential cell site analysis reports for a range of complex investigations. However, as a lead RFPS technician I will be supervising less experienced technicians, completing peer reviews of evidential reports and overseeing the ISO accreditation for RFPS. I am also expected to maintain annual CPD in this technical field and keep my skill set concurrent with the evolution of RF technology in particular the implementation of 5G technology and phasing out of redundant 3G. Due to the Covid pandemic I have had the opportunity to increase my training in this field to attain a higher level of expertise.  
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	
By completing and passing the RFPS Practitioner & Assessment I will be able increase my knowledge and practical skills in the conducting RF surveys and providing evidential to a higher level of expertise. This will improve the quality of the technical evidence I can provide where cell site analysis is a key aspect of an investigation. It will also add professionalism and credibility to the skills that I have acquired.
This greater level of skill and knowledge will allow to fulfil the role of a technical lead for the organisation, providing support and quality assurance to surveys and analysis completed by other technicians. It will also provide me with a sufficient level of expertise to be able to oversee the ISO accreditation process for RFPS, so the organisation can meet national standards.   

	EXPERIENCE 
N/A

	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
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