Dissertation proposal: An assessment of German tactical failure: Barbarossa and Stalingrad, June 1941 - February 1943

Topic

With this topic, I will be covering the tactical failure of Germany during Operation Barbarossa (1941) and  the battle of Stalingrad (1942-1943), and investigate multiple factors that contributed to this.

The Question

The question will be; the assessment of German tactical failure: Operation Barbarossa and Stalingrad June 1941 - 1943 February. 

Multiple factors will be discussed such as in fighting between Hitler and his generals, a prime example would be the 19 day interregnum (4-24 August 1941) which John Keegan argues that this may have spared Stalin defeat by slow German progress and changing minds[footnoteRef:1]. Another factor that will also be discussed like, Hitler’s insistence to take Stalingrad rather than taking more beneficial areas such as the Caucasus which had oil fields. I will also look into Russia during these conflicts, any tactical errors and successes made, exploitation of German error and perhaps accounts of soldiers speaking of the conflicts.  All these factors will be taken in account and paint the point I will make and conclude on. [1: Keegan  John, The Second World War, P.194.] 


Primary and secondary sources

There will be consideration of primary sources such as from soldiers and utilization of secondary sources that discuss Operation Barbarossa and the battle of Stalingrad. 

Secondary sources will be open to criticism, such as Michael Jones’ Total War: From Stalingrad to Berlin, who looks often in Russian soldier accounts with fewer German accounts. The book will help me understand the struggles faced by these soldiers during the conflict and tactical planning. Another secondary source such as Antony Beevor’s Stalingrad, will look entirely at the battle of Stalingrad thus it should be greatly detailed, likewise I will also cover detailed accounts of Operation Barbarossa. There will be difficulties as the project is a work in progress, one such problem is the availability of existing literature because of the language barrier; further research is required. This topic will fit alongside existing literature on the two conflicts, perhaps shred more light on German errors and expand on that. I will not be doing anything new to my knowledge, the goal is to simply grow literature about the topic and using other literature works to help me learn. 

Themes

Theme wise I will link this project with empiricism considering the goal of Operation Barbarossa was to conquer Russia, repopulate it with Germans, use the pre existing populace as a slave labour force for the war effort and destroy those not fit for work, essentially seeing the Slavs as lesser beings similar to Jews. In WW2 Germany gathered land after land and so they were creating an empire that was the third Reich, wanting the glory once held before WW1.
 
Another theme that I will adopt into the project, is to be; cultural history as texts by soldiers will be looked into, how the two conflicts have impacted tactics and how it is considered by historians as a tactical failure. For example in Saul David’s Military Blunders, there is a chapter dedicated to the battle of Stalingrad, covering briefly Operation Barbarossa and how Hitler had strife with his generals, having multiple arguments.[footnoteRef:2] [2:   David Saul,  Military Blunders, P.198.] 


Sub topics

It is intended to provide subtopics within this topic, which will develop from my research. One such topic would be Soviet failure, through the fault of their own, an example of this would be Stalin failing to capitalize on German failure on Moscow and so morale fell.[footnoteRef:3] Furthermore I will be covering how the Germans had success, devastating and encircling Soviet troops, to such an extent that some Soviet reports were kept vague to not entail these defeats.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Jones Michae,l Total War: From Stalingrad to Berlin, P.24.]  [4: Jones Michael,  Total War: From Stalingrad to Berlin, P.19.] 


Alongside this sub topic, is the struggle of Germany fighting on two fronts, having to fund many operations and take on multiple opponents, linking the tactical failures in Russia with the 19 days for example to the constant bombing on London. After the bombardment of Berlin by British planes, Hitler in a response of anger, directed all blitzkrieg activities in Britain solely on London, stopping the bombardment of other areas such as plane bases, allowing the Royal Air Force to recover and perhaps helping win the Battle of Britain. 

Concluding comments

The conclusion will assemble all the information discussed in the dissertation to a point, how great was the tactical failure of Germany in Operation Barbarossa and the Battle of Stalingrad.

A second conclusion could be that the Germans tactical failure saved the Soviets and was only caused by German emotion such as underestimating their opponents and the constant arguing between Hitler and his generals, removed generals that could have possibly won Germany, all of Russia. 

I will gather further information that will compliment my research. One prime example would be the weapons utilized by both sides, such as the Soviet T-34 tanks and Katyusha rocket launcher.[footnoteRef:5] [5: Keegan John,  The Second World War,  P.19.] 
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