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The Handbook of Victims and Victimology was fist edited and published in 2007, then had been later edited into the second edition by Sandra Walklate in 2017. The book presents updated and revised essays written by recognised practitioners and scholars of the topic. The idea of the text is to provide fundamental material on the fields of expertise that the researchers have studied. The book in question is divided into five different sections studying each different aspect of victims and victimology. 
The Handbook of Victims and Victimology, Chapter Two is written by Professor Paul Rock. Professor Paul Rock is an Emeritus professor which is known to be an honouree title that is not taken lightly, which shows the credibility of the professor. Paul Rock was a professor of sociology at the London school of economics. Paul Rock has an immense amount of experience ranging from teaching in America, Australia and universities in Pennsylvania. He achieved his education at the London school of education and even Oxford university. Paul rock has published many books in his profession on criminal theory, victims and policy making. All the factors and experience Paul Rock has had indicates he is a reliable source and an educated man. 
The area that will be reviewed in this document will be Chapter Two, Theoretical Perspectives of Victimisation written by Paul Rock. In Chapter Two, Theoretical Perspectives of Victimisation, is broken down into nine key areas. The studied subjects in the chapter are, the neglect of victims, the origins of victimology, victim precipitations, feminist activism and victimology, crime surveys, routine activities miscellaneous victimological ideas opportunist theorising and finally the conclusion. Rock (2017) has written an overview on the different theological perspectives of victims and victimology, the author has introduced the concept of a multitude of theories to help support victims rather than try to understand a victim in one argument.
The first key in question is the neglect of the victim. Paul Rock (2017) analyses the criminal justice system and court are forgetting about the victim but identifies they do have a key role in politics and practice in the justice system. Paul rock is trying to express that the victims are merely witnessed as a helping hand to the judge on the day of trill and other known as the forgotten victim. The author has allowed the reader to understand the victims of today are still being challenged and misunderstood and this is from the efforts of the court. Some scholars such as, Michele Burman and Oona Brooks-Hay (2020) support Rock (2017) by identifying todays issues dealing with rape and serious assault victims having their case pushed forward because of COVID-19. The issue identified by other scholars have broken down the idea of the criminal justice system and that system are totally discarding how the victims may feel about their attackers walking free as they desperately wait for the due date of their trial. The scholar’s opinions work hand in hand and dig deeper into the idea of causing a mental, physical and emotional strain on the victims that may hold power over them until their attackers are punished or even for life. Thus, causing more concern for the individual which may lead to needing counselling and support, furthermore this will cause a more financial strain on the government causing even more issues at hand. 
A key statement made;
‘the system served the judges, lawyers and defendants, while ignoring, blaming and mistreating the victims’
-Rock (2017)
The quotation sheds light on the issues of how the court deal with victimisation even in today’s age. for example, Burman (2020) express that since the 10th of July just over 700 cases have been delayed in Scotland, UK. In agreement with Rock and Burman, Xavier believes not only victims of rape, but victims of hate crime are also becoming forgotten about as the world moves on and forgets about their cases. There is a deeper understanding on the worlds situation as the pandemic takes over the lives of the people but there is still a need for justice which can be achieved through other means such as online trials, testing before trials etc. 
A positive aspect of the chapter identifies the many different theories ranging from green criminology, labelling theory and experimental criminology. furthermore Rock (2017) identifies that there are methodological and epistemological issues resulting in ignoring the victims and victimisations. Rock (2017) does not just only acknowledge victims and victimology in the text but also allows the reader to understand the historical aspect of victimology, this allows a study into the topic before assessing the views of the writer. 
Rock (2017) does not only inform the reader on victimology but dives deeper into the concept and assesses the idea or more than one type of victim. The author argues  a bold statement when identifying a judge in 2015 spoke on the topic of drunken women should accept that an attack may be their own fault if they are dressed in a certain way or had drank too much. This statement targets the view of victim blaming in could which allows a massive debate of between the public and the court on what is right and what is wrong. Rock (2017) identifies that victims should not feel they were targeted for the way they act but the offender to identify what he or she had wrongfully committed on the victim and to be sentenced for their heinous crimes. The writer also allows the reader to understand that there are not only women victims but male victims, furthermore female offenders of all race and sexuality. Rock (2017) understands that there are other areas that need study and acknowledgment in , there is also identification that feminist criminology does not only look at females but the study of male victims also. The author does not argue one point of victimology but understands and displays a diverse and unique perspective. Rock dives deeper and targets the readers emotional psyche encouraging the feeling of pain and neglect, the victims would have felt. Thus, focusing on the readers emotions coax the rage and empathy for the victim, this form of targeted reading persuades the reader to feel sunk into the chapter and carried away with the words leaving the thirst for more. 
Rock (2017) has assessed the many different areas of victims and victimisation as shown in the structured well written section but also does not concentrate on the United Kingdom, which could have been a major help but has a wide view on the topic. Furthermore, encourages there to be mixed opinions involving different legislations and culture that could affect the views of victimology. Moreover Rock (2017) identifies areas such as the US, Asia and Latin America are struggling practically more in the movement of supporting the victims. Rock (2017) demonstrated a sociological analysis of the political movement in other countries comparing to the UK. 
The author studies a very controversial but important part of victims and this is, victim-precipitation. Victim-precipitation is a criminological theory that indicates the interaction of the victim towards the criminal may have been a contribution to crime that has been committed. Elkin (2019) informs, female victims are over one third of a chance of knowing their suspect or offender and are just under a third of victims were repeat victims within 12 month of their last incident, these results agree partially with rock when indicating the theory of victim-precipitation. On the other hand authors, Eilenberg and Garlan (2008) agree there is study into the connection between the victim and the offender but the theory is also the case for extreme victimisation and victim blaming already applied to the individual, resulting in a lack of faith in the justice system. Merely does the victim surer from the crime that has been committed to them but also feels targeted by the prosecution and officers when becoming seen as the reason for the crime in question, Eilenberg and Garlan (2008) also expresses the Vitim will feel weak and powerless as it is but the further blame is unnecessary for the individual.
A further cretic of this chapter may be the historical view. Rock (2017) has many years of study on the topics that has contributed to the views of victimology, which may be dated and unreliable as times have developed and issues have changed. This is identified as a weakness and therefore not a strength because it is apparent that the knowledge may not be the views of state on victims today but the knowledge of the author many years ago. This is demonstrated in the text as Rock (2017) expresses victims to be weak and targeted when standing up in court but evidence presented by Burcar (2009) Indicates victims are not just victims but are strong individual to stand up to their attackers. Bazemore (1999) also expresses that victims should be acknowledged for what has happened but not to be just a victim. But there is suggestion from the authors that Rock is partly right and there does need to be the identification and acknowledgment of the victim first. As the chapter develops , Rock (2017) has slowly began to identify victims as survivors giving the individual more acknowledgment and strength, which may indicate there is a more modern view on victims. 
The subchapter ‘crime surveys’ talk mostly about the areas in America but also has a valid view on the findings. It is suggested that crime is not scattered out evenly on a map but clusters across towns, the author expresses his views that most crimes towards a victim will be committed by a person they know. McQuade (2014) supports the findings of rock by agreeing a significant amount of crimes consist of family, friends and even acquaintances. The author pulls in the reader when describing an offender to be like a reflection in the mirror. Thus indicating the offender could be the same race, the same gender, friend or family, watching and waiting, before they reach out and attack the unexpected. 
Leading to the end of the chapter opportunist theorists allows the reader to understand a mixture of criminology, sociology and other incidental theories work together to understand each other and the victim in question. The author indicates, the theories helps move focus from the criminal too the victims but identifies the victims as failures of crime prevention.  Sherman (2002) agrees with Rock (2017) by informing that crime can be prevented through means of more police officers, better budgets and working with the community but as a result of today’s society there is a lack or budget to help prevent crimes and protect victims. 
As means of demonstrating the knowledge and ideas of the professor he has not only considered the historical view on the topic but also views of race, gender, political and theoretical areas involving victimology. The author demonstrated a vast knowledge of the theoretical views on victims and the demonstration of how the justice system has perceived victims over time. The context of the chapter had been thought written out with every aspect considered, the author drew in the reader with bold statements and a wide range of dialog. On a note, same reader may not fully invest in reading this chapter because the text does relate back to politics a great deal with many theories and views to consider. Some may also suggest for the author to focus more on the UK rather than many different countries such as America, Canada and Asia, this will allow a more focused study of area that the reader can relate back too and understand further. A recommendation for a future book may be a better and more refined study on the different types of victims, such as male, female, LGBTQ and race, this will capture a wider audience in todays times. 
In conclusion the author has expressed the view of introducing criminological analysis of the prosses rather than the singular evens relating to victims. Rock (2017) indicates, through the chapter, crime is usually connected to the victim, but the evidence shows the path of crime is not straightforward and there should always be room for thought. The overall view of this book allows the reader to think there is a major issue in the criminal justice system allowing there to be secondary victimisation on the victims, if not from the courts but from their attackers. 
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