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Changemakers: Creativity and Values 
In the Youth Entrepreneurship Strategy: An Action Plan for Wales 2010-2015 the Welsh Government have defined the term of entrepreneurial education as
·  “Entrepreneurial education is about developing people’s attitudes and skills to help them realise their own potential. It is also about having the drive to turn ideas and opportunities into reality, enabling people to be positive, proactive, and successful in their approach to life and work” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2010).
In this essay it will highlight the importance of entrepreneurial education and why there is a need to merge both critical and creative thinking into the curriculum taught throughout Wales. Highlighting the New Curriculum for Wales, Learning and progression in entrepreneurship education and Big Ideas Wales to provide the evidence of why children and young people should be encouraged to use and learn more essential skills such as employability and transferable skills and methods like Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) which have been adapted and modernised using creativity and innovated methods that can allow children or young people to enhance their understanding and knowledge for the future (LMS Hero, No Date). 
Professor Emily Farran, a Professor of cognitive development from the University of Surrey writes in her article in The Converstation about allowing children to learn and develop spatial thinking skills, by introducting spatial thinking to the curriculum studies show that children and young children in the more deprived Socio-Economical societies (SES) will thrive better and the attainment gaps decrease due to children building on transferable and empolyability skills along side changing their attitudes towards STEM careers (Farran, 2023). 

At the time the Welsh Government that was formally known as the Welsh Assembly Government wanted to provide every individual in Wales the opportunity to engage in a sustainable economy and society. With the Welsh Government striving to be the first of the four nations in the United Kingdom  to make such radical changes in the way children and young people are taught about becoming young entrepreneurs, they put together the Youth Entrepreneurship Strategy (YES). This Strategy seeks to increase children and young people's entrepreneurial confidence so that they can participate fully and effectively within the economy and community and allows successfulness of individuals within business and society (Welsh Assembly Government, 2010). With children and young people learning these crucial and necessary skills it provides our nation with the skills and ambitions necessary to make a successful economy. Allowing highly competitive and innovative businesses that generate high-quality jobs and long-term prosperity for all. Increased entrepreneurship among young people is critical if we are to improve our performance and create new opportunities (TES, 2021).
In Wales, the Welsh Government designed a new curriculum after Professor Graham Donaldson (2015) reviewed the then curriculum in his Successful Futures report. The report suggested that teachers should be encouraged to 'think creatively' about subject knowledge, making it more child centered. In addition, rather than standardised assessments at specific ages, teachers are expected to view learning as developmental rather than stage completion (BERA, 2020). It is hoped that these changes will assist Wales in addressing the achievement gap, which has persisted despite the Welsh government's ongoing efforts to reduce it (Donaldson, 2015). Donaldson urges the Welsh Government to allow children and young people be taught the curriculum and be surrounded by enriched environments that will enthuse them about learning in ways that include both the critical contribution of compulsory based learning and the knowledge, skills, and outlooks that will help them meet today's needs and tomorrow's challenges (Donaldson, 2015).
Enterprise Troopers was set up by Welsh Government to allow primary school-aged children in Wales the opportunity to develop entrepreneurial skills in a fun and interactive environment. Enterprise Troopers activities promote teamwork, literacy, and numeracy. It also encourages ambition, enterprise, creativity, and ethical trading, all of which support the four goals of the Curriculum for Wales 2022 (Welsh Governement , No Date). The Enterprise Troopers uses resources that were created in accordance with the new Welsh Curriculum. Providing activities for lower and upper primary age groups to help children and young people become creative entrepreneurs. The Welsh Government see enterprise education as an essential component of the primary curriculum (Power, et al., 2020). 
A key goal of every school's curriculum is to help children and young people become creative and enterprising contributors who are ready to participate fully in an enriched and fulfilling sustainable curriculum, that inspires them to want to explore opportunities through a variety of meaningful experiences in learning, work, and entrepreneurship (UK Government , 2016). 
Big Idea Wales, designed a model to help children and/or young people develop their understanding of employable skills for the future. The ARCO stands for: 
· A – Attitude: a child or young person’s self knowledge, confidence, determination and motivation. 
· C – Creativity: a child or young person’s need of creativity, problem solving, being able to generate ideas, lateral thinking and innovation. 
· R – Relationships: a child or young person’s need to network with others, whether it may be school peers, teachers. It is the way the child or young person negotiates, influences, communicates and manages situations regardless of them being difficult or not. 
· O – Organisation: a child or young person’s researching and understanding, the environmental influences and factors, planning, resources vision and goal setting. (Big Idea Wales , No Date). 

Teachers can implement into the learning environement the four pillars A,C,R,O (the ACRO Model) by allowing children or young people to allow their curiosity to help them in their learning and development skills. For teachers and educators the way in which the ACRO Model can be introduced in their classroom whilst implementing the new curriculum is by using methods from Bruner and Vygotsky. 
Bruner emphasised the social aspects of learning and advocated for others to scaffold a child's and/or young person’s skill development. In scaffolding, an adult and a child interact in a constructive and planned way with the intention of assisting the child in achieving a particular objective, whilst also allowing the learner whether it be a child and/or young person use the freedom of creativity and curiosity to explore and achieve goals (Bates, 2019). If learning goals are changed, the scafolding theory allows the learning topic to be changed and adapted to the level to where the learner is at and allow reflection on how to make it more inclusive to the needs of the child, something that the new curriculum is focused on at the core of the four purposes of Wales new curriculum (Welsh Government , 2020). 
Allowing teachers to experiment and be creative in the way that they teach entrepreneurial skills in the educational environment can be done in many ways. According to University of Chicago in 2012, spatial thinking is a process that is supported by exploring and understanding. Whilst using spatial thinking the individual is able to imagine transformations and visualise mentally, the movement of an object to create a new angle and new perspective. By using spatial thinking it allows the individual to use creative platforms to produce their ideas (University of Chicago, 2012).
As educators, there must be a balance of being able to promote and provide inspiration, confidence, whilst allowing them to be creative in their learning environments, which allows entreprenuerial behaviour to be enhanced (Jones, 2023). Like Wales, Scottish Government have also produced a publication called curriculum for excellence building the curriculum 4 skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work (2009). However, Scotland’s Government have not updated their publication since 2009, but, just like Wales, Scotland focuses on four core purposes, which are: successful learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens and effective contributors, with these four purposes (Scottish Government, 2009). Like Wales having four purpose’s put into the curriculum allows educators to be innovative in their approach to teaching an willing to be experimental with differing pedagogies to ensure appropriateness in each lesson plan (Welsh Government, 2021).
Although there is plenty of research to suggest that teaching entrepreneurship in schools is demanding and what is needed to provide each child and/or young person the stepping stones to become more sustainable individuals in society and within the economy (Global Entrepreneurship Monitor, 2022) it also follows the United Nations (UN) Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), set out by them. Allowing each individual that lives in the countries that have signed up to be members of the UN, to align the gaps of those living in poverty and those that do not live in poverty and those that are impacted by the deprivations that would improve education, inequality and increase skills and education around economic growth (United Nations, 2015). With more than 190 nations signed up to be members of the UN and wanting to make sure that inequalities of a more sustainable future is reduced for every individual. However, this does come with some differing arguments from over ten years ago that there was no structure and certainty on what is considered a suitable conceptual model for analysing the effects of entrepreneurship education globally (Graevenitz, et al., 2010). Gravenitz, et al., hypothesis around there not being a clear stucture around enterpreneurship education has been researched more throughly as more schools and educating environments followed the acknowlegedment of preparing children and young people for their futures. However, in the recent studies it shows that in short term teaching an entreprising education allows transferable skills such as confidence, communication, problem solving to take place and develop, whilst thriving to become sustainable, creative entrpreuners in society (Kirkwood, et al., 2014). 
Kirkwood, et al., research shows that there is a lot more research required to whether introducing entrepreneurship education from the early onset in an educational environment, and allowing children and/or young people to explore learning entrepreneurship skills is enough to make them entrepreneurs in their own right. However, the researchers take into consideration that children and young people can benefit in all aspects of innovativeness as a result of entrepreneurial education (Abaho, et al., 2015). 
In conclusion, the extraordinary opportunities the entrepreneurship and education can provide a child and/or young person to develop cognitive develeopment to help create, societies of the future with prosperty, creativiness and innovativeness. Allowing critical thinking to create ideas and explore answers to curiosity minds of children and young people in an enriched environment that can empower the future generations to problem solve and not ignore (World Economic Forum, No Date). Entrepreneurial education is the willingness of not just the child or young person, but the educator, the local educational authority and of the Government’s to make sure they are doing everything they can to provide lifeskills, transferable skills, employability, leadership and STEM regardless of their SES within their society and that no child or young person is disadvantages in the preparation to become the future generation in the moving and implementing their children’s rights in accordance to the UN (Children's Commissioner for Wales, 2022). 
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