Assignment 3 Essay
For this essay I have chosen to do the second question and have also chosen to examine the Aegean as the case study in conjunction with the question. The question concerns social complexity. 
Social complexity is defined by the degree of advancement of the complex society. The complex society can be classed as different things, depending on the stages of advancement and the different types of advancements that are there. Some of these titles are as such: Chiefdom, State and Sedentary Societies. Two of these, the Chiefdom, and the State, are the titles that need to be focused on in this essay on account of the question that needs to be answered. To be classed as a Chiefdom a complex society has to have: large scale monuments, cultic and religious elaboration, kinship-based ranking, fortified goods and ritual centres, a hereditary leader (chief) with religious duties, central accumulation of goods and specialisation of activities. Moreover, to be classed as a State a complex society has to have the following qualities: craft specialisation, monumental constructions, a hierarchal society that is ruled by a king/emperor, priestly class, urbanised society and complex settlement hierarchy, evidence of growth, flux and collapse and centralised bureaucracy, taxation and law codes.
Firstly, I will impart information about the Aegean. Ancient Aegean had three main areas: the Cyclades, Crete and the Mainland. In this essay, I will explore the sites of the Cyclades and the city of Troy.
Now I will talk about the Cyclades. In the Bronze Age in the Cyclades there was three different periods. The first period was called EC I and was from 3200 BCE to 2700 BCE. The culture at this time was called the Grotta Pelos Culture. The second period was called EC II-IIIA and happened from 2800 BCE to 2200 BCE. The culture at this time was named the Kera Syros Culture. The third period was called EC IIIA-IIIB and occurred from 2300 BCE to 1800 BCE. The culture at this time was known as the Phylakopi Culture. The Cyclades are a cluster of islands and there are more than two hundred in total. Some of the more important islands I will list. Their names are as follows: Naxos, Siphnos, Kythnos, Paros, Thera, Melos, Ios, Kea, Andros, Tenos and Mykonos (Cartwright, 2012). Different mineral resources could be found on the different islands. Such as silver and lead could be found on Siphnos and on the island of Melos, the mineral resource of obsidian could be discovered. As the islands were so mineral rich, this led to the Cyclades having excellent craft production. With the different resources they could craft a lot of various items. Some of the objects they produced were pottery, bronze work, marble sculpted figures and silver jewellery. Also, the Cyclades had little arable land, but they had a lot of maritime activity and trading. Now I will go more in depth about the three different cultures I mentioned before. The Grotta Pelos Culture had an increase in the amount of settlement of the islands, but they still had a limited amount of fertile land. This meant that the settlements at this time were small villages. Any advancements at the time were due to the maritime trading and communication. This maritime activity mainly occurred between the islands of the Cyclades, barely any occurred outside of the Cyclades. Also, the people had body modifications and personal adornments, so it seems that they had a sense of personal identity. There is a fair amount of information about their funerary practices and burial customs. The graves they used were called Cist graves. These graves were rectangular pits that were not cut deeply into the ground and were covered with stone slabs. A single dead body was buried in these graves and these graves were also usually grouped together. There were different types of grave goods and these could vary in quality and quantity. These could be ornaments or pots. Blades made out of obsidian were common, but objects made out of metal or marble were rare. The graves of the wealthiest people usually had the most amount of grave goods. As I mentioned before the Cyclades has extensive craft production. In the Grotta Pelos Culture they crafted items such as figurines, palettes and vessels made from marble, pottery and engraved decorations. Crafts made from metal were rare but if metal was used, obsidian was the metal that they preferred to use. Next is the Kera Syros Culture. This period was when the golden age of Cycladic culture occurred and there were significant developments. The settlements of the Kera Syros Culture were usually clusters of small villages which were closely bunched together. They were positioned near the coastline. This was advantageous as the people could use the sea as a food source and as a method of communicating with the other islands in the Cyclades. Also, the settlements were usually placed on a high vantage point so that would have more defence. Moreover, this was the time that the people of the Cyclades refined their craftsmanship. They crafted marble figurines and creating more products made out of metal. There were also advancements to the people’s funerary practices and burial customs. There were now a wider range of graves than before. They still had the Cist graves, but they also had two new types of grave. One was the Corbelled grave, which was like the Cist grave, except the shape of the grave was circular. The other was the two storeyed grave. This grave, as is hinted from its name, had two layers. In the bottom most layer was where the bones of the dead person were kept. Other difference from the previous culture was that it became more commonplace for multiple dead body to be buried in one grave. In addition, there was a greater variety of grave goods in the Kera Syros Culture. There was pottery that came as: zoomorphic vessels, sauceboats, frying pans, bowls and cups. Some of the pottery were decorated with intricate engraved patterns. There were items made out of marble such as vessels, figures with folded arms, pestles and palettes. As I stated before, the people in the Cyclades had started to make metal objects with a greater frequency in the Kera Syros Culture. Some of these objects used as grave goods are for example: tools made of copper, jewellery made from silver and weapons. Just like it was in the Grotta Pelos Culture, in the Kera Syros Culture maritime activity was very important for the development of the Cyclades and for trade and communication. But, also in the Kera Syros Culture, they had trader sites. These were locations that dealt with organising trade.
Next, I will discuss the city of Troy. The city was located around the north west of Anatolia. In the Early Bronze Age in Troy, there was two periods. The first was called Troy I and it was from 3000 BCE to 2600 BCE. The second was called Troy II and it was from 2600 BCE to 2150 BCE. The city was small but heavily fortified. It was also a centre of wealth. Now I will talk more in depth about the period Troy II. The people of Troy in this period had quite an extensive array of crafting. There were pottery items that included: drinking equipment that was specialised, the wheel in Troy IIb and a drinking vessel in IId, which became very popular. The Trojan people had textile production, which included items such as bone pins, awls and needles and spindle whorls that were decorated with patterns. There were metal products such as jewellery, vessels, ceremonial weapons and diadems. The people had metal working centres to create these products and so, the amount of metal objects that they had was extensive. Troy was a trading centre and may have had contact with Mesopotamia and Syria.
In conclusion, I think that the Aegean would be classed as a State, rather than a Chiefdom. The Ancient Aegean had specialised crafting, in both sites that I explored. There is monumental construction, as the city of Troy was a large construction and was heavily fortified. Troy was an urbanised centre. Also, they had ceremonial weapons, which could correspond to the religious aspect. There is evidence of growth from the earlier periods to the later ones that I mentioned, and the Aegean had significant trade. Therefore, I believe that the Aegean would be classed as a State.
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