What insights might the chosen songs offer regarding the experiences of black Britons in the post-World War Two era?
Aldwyn Roberts (1922-2000) known as Lord Kitchener was a famous Trinidadian calypso singer. He sailed on the Empire Windrush in 1948 to England. (Guardian, 2000) His experience in Britain as a Black person post World-War Two heavily influenced his music. 
When Kitchener arrived in Britain, the 1948 Nationality Act had been passed. This meant that people born in former UK colonies would have UK citizenship rights. The effect of this meant that Britain underwent a period of migration and cultural growth. This is why the exploration into the relationship between Kitchener’s music and the experience of Black Britons in the post-World War Two era is vital. 
Kitchener wrote London is the Place for Me and My Landlady between 1950-1952. At this time, he and others of the ‘Windrush generation’ were fully settling into British society and helping re-build the economy after World War Two. This is why his music is truly representative of what it was like for Black Britons to live in London. 
This source analysis examines the experiences of Black Britons in the post-World War Two era. It will explore this through Lord Kitchener’s songs, London is the Place for Me (1950) and My Landlady (1952). These insights are coming from a white cis female. 
To begin with, Kitchener’s song, London is the Place for Me (1950) offers a positive insight into the experiences of Black Britons in the post-World War Two ear. The insight Kitchener gives is that “to live in London you are really comfortable” (Kitchener, 1950). By this it indicates that it was a good decision for immigrants to leave Britain’s former colonies and move to England. It gives this impression because it alludes to the idea that immigrants are in a better financial position by living in London. As well as being in comfortable position that they would be able to afford luxuries. Kitchener portrays this due to the concept of London being a centre of wealth and prosperity from immigrants’ perspective. Britain, specifically London, was portrayed as a hub of success and happiness as a way to attract people from Britain’s former colonies. This portrayal of London was needed because of the devastation that Britain had suffered due to World War Two. Britain structurally was rebuilding itself and needed the migration that took place by the ‘Windrush generation’. The impact of the ‘Windrush generation’ is that they rejuvenated Britain economically. This happened in part because so many people were displaced after the War and did not have career prospects. Many of the ‘Windrush generation’ chose Britain because “approximately 16,000 West Indians volunteered for service” (Caribbean Elections, 2021) in World War Two. This explains why the ‘Windrush generation’ felt sovereignty to Britain and Kitchener used the lyric, “I am glad to know my Mother Country” (Kitchener, 1950). The word use has prominence because it shows the level of sovereignty the ‘Windrush generation’ felt towards Britain. Kitchener’s song conveys the strength of sovereignty and how London was shown to be a city providing immigrants with wealth. This is why it implies that Black Britons had a positive experience in Britain in the post-World War Two era. 
However, Kitchener’s song, My Landlady (1952) offers a completely different insight regarding the experiences of Black Britons in the post-World War Two era. My Landlady highlights the negative experiences of Black Britons. He states, “No chair no table, the convenience is terrible” (Kitchener, 1952). This shows the despicable accommodation that was offered to Black Britons in the post-World War Two era. Numerous Black Britons had to deal with unsuitable living spaces because sufficient accommodation was not offered to them, making it difficult for Black people who had travelled over from former British colonies to find suitable homes. The reason being people were racist towards Black Britons and did not fully accept them into British society. The level of discrimination and racism experienced by Black Britons is highlighted by Kitchener’s phrase, “no it isn't fair, this persecution I got to bear” (Kitcherner, 1952). This shows how the undercurrent of racism was rearing its head in multiple ways in society at this time. For example, the emergence of the subculture Teddy Boys in the 1950 displayed that racist narratives were coming to the forefront of society. The poor living conditions and racism experienced by Black Britons is demonstrated through Kitchener’s song. Hence why My Landlady shows that the experience of Black Britons in the post-World War Two ear was negative. 
Continuing on, My Landlady (1952) offers a negative insight into the experiences of Black Britons in the post-World War two era by explaining the reality of what it was like for Black Britons to live in London. Kitchener’s use of the words, “no use you complain, you wasting your time, you talking in vain” (Kitchen, 1952). The words used by Kitchener expresses how the Black community from the former colonies felt as though their voices were not heard at all by anyone. The majority of society discriminated against the Black community. For instance, bars banned the Black community. It was not just landlords as Kitchener describes that discriminated against the community. This shows how the community were put at a disproportionate disadvantage in society from the start. The unequal treatment that the Black community encountered in the 1950s is something that has continued into today’s society. It was only in 1987 that Black MPs were elected to Parliament. Illustrating how many years of political underrepresentation occurred. By this it makes Kitchener’s point that Black voices were not listened to in the 1950s have even more severance. Thus, why Kitchener’s song reveals the negative experiences of Black Britons in the post-World War Two era.  
To conclude, Kitchener’s song London is the Place for Me provides the view that Black Britons had a positive experience. The song, My Landlady offers a differing view -that being a Black Briton in the post-World War Two era was full of racist remarks and discrimination. Therefore, London is the Place for Me insinuates an unrealistic experience. Whilst, My Landlady offers realistic and authentic insight regarding the experience of Black Britons. 
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