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Using theory, critically discuss the challenges posed by internal and external factors on the learning environment
In this assignment the writer is going to critically discuss the internal and external factors that affect the learning environment.  Discussion about how these factors are challenging and how they can affect the environment will be included in the assignment and it will all be linked to the three theorists Jean Piaget, Abraham Maslow and Les Vgotsky. Sue Mcleod (2015) talks about Piaget’s theory and states that the cognitive development can tell us how a child can build up their mental image of the world. Piaget felt strongly that intelligence is most definitely not something which someone has, but it is regarded to their cognitive development. This can be factors such as how the child gets on in their environment, one example of this would be if a child goes travelling and see things for themselves, which Piaget describes as ‘hands on learning’. Sue Mcleod (2015) also looks at Maslow’s theory; where his thoughts are that some people are motivated to achieve and some people are not, it is just the way we are. Maslow also feels strongly that we need to get in our basic needs for survival and once this is achieved it will be the first thing that motivates our behaviour. Maslow has a triangle which is called the ‘Hierarchy of Needs’ and there are five stages to go up, the last one being the Self-Actualization need, which at this stage is where you can be anything that you are capable of. Sue Mcleod (2015) says how Vgotsky is well known as the Social Development Theory. Vgotksy is not at all like Piaget’s theory and thinking and this is because he thought that children’s development is what influences their learning. However, Vgotsky disagrees and states how ‘learning is necessary’.
There are many different factors that can affect children’s behavior; these behaviors can be Pervasive Developmental Disorders which Roy Benaroch (2016) describes as children who develop problems with communicating, socializing and these children can not cope when a routine is changed. Roy Benaroch (2016) goes on to explain that Pervasive Development is a disorder that the doctors do not use any more and this has been since 2013, when it was changed to the Autistic Spectrum. A disorder such as Childhood Disintegrative Disorder, which Dr. Mary Lowth (2014) defines as a devastating condition with an unknown cause, which is very un common. She also says how children with the condition have the same traits as autism. The NHS (2016) talk about Rett’s Syndrome, stating how it is a rare condition that affects the brain, which can result in severe, mental and physical disability. The NHS (2016) also go on to say how it is estimated that the disorder affects ‘1 in 12,000 girls born each year and is only rarely seen in males’. These internal factors were given the name Autistic Spectrum because the name is a more medically correct way of diagnosing a child who may have had these disorders. Children who have autistic tendencies will show signs like, avoiding eye contact, not being able to express how they feel through speaking, which therefore leads them to struggle to control their emotions. The children can also show signs of repetitive behavior such as hand flapping. Children who have these disorders are now encouraged to go to a mainstream school, which the writer contemplates that there are positives and negatives to this, but the writer would conclude that a special school would be the ideal as it would best suit the child’s need and it is not fair on the children in the mainstream class as they could face being distracted by the child who is on the Autistic Spectrum. The ASD clinics (2017) explain how the Pervasive Development Disorder is likely to happen before the child turns three years old. The condition is life long, but each child will be different and will vary with their abilities, which will range from mild to severe. Kendra Cherry (2008) talks about Piaget’s theory of cognitive development and how there is four stages, which are all different. Piaget feels strongly that children learn by themselves, if they do something wrong, they know and learn by it. From doing observations, Piaget concludes that ‘intelligence is something that grows and adults are no more intelligent than children, they just think differently’. The writer could not disagree more with Albert Einstein who according to Roy Benaroch (2016) called Piaget's discovery ‘so simple only a genius could have thought of it.’ The writer says how his theory would only work well for some children.
The writer would define disruptive behavior as a child constantly needing attention and will do anything possible to get the attention; this could result in the child having all of the teacher’s attention, which the other children will miss out on. So why does the child need so much attention? This could be due to many different factors; one being the child could have Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD), which is where the child has far too much energy, they find it hard to control their behavior, they may also feel restless and fidgety, they become easily distracted,  which makes it hard for them to concentrate. However these factors do not mean that the child definitely has ADHD. Young Minds (2017) say that if a parent suspects that their child has ADHD, then they should talk to their child’s teacher and make an appointment to see a doctor.  Adrian Golberg (2011) found out, when presenting for the BBC News that teachers believe that some parents push for a false diagnosis, just so that they can claim disability benefits. This sickens the writer because this would mean that children could end up on medication that they do not really need and this is all because of their parents wanting abit of extra cash.  Adrian Golberg (2011) interviewed a head teacher for the BBC News, the head teacher is called Susan and he asks her questions about this serious issue and she said this about parents making the false statement; ‘They wanted more medication, and so had exaggerated the child's behavior - and the doctor fell for this hook, line and sinker.’  Rose Erikson (2017) says how parental influences significantly affect their child’s behavior. She says how ‘children are like sponges, they model everything a parent does and incorporate what they see into their own lives’.  Smith (2004) talks about Vgotskyy’s theory, where he thinks parental influences are absolutely essential, as he says how everything that a child learns and believes is through their parents and states  how children, who are being brought up by negative examples, can definitely have a bad influence on a child’s development, which can therefore unfortunately lead to bad behavior. He also says how parents and the child’s families are responsible for how their child behaves and turns out. Vgotsky’s theory states how children do not learn as they develop but they develop as they learn and his thoughts are that children could no way learn by themselves but have to have positive role models such as their parents, family members, teachers along with society and environment where the children grow up in is how children really learn. However, even though the writer thinks that Vgotsky’s theory is a good theory, the writer would argue that it is not always parental influences that make the children learn and make them succeed. Herb Scribner (2014) names many famous people who all have had troubled backgrounds and show how they have become successful all by themselves. One of the celebrities that are mentioned is Ashley Judd, who is a famous and well known Hollywood actress, who has in the past been nominated for the Golden Globe, she was abused by many different men in her childhood, one being her uncle, but that didn’t stop her from succeeding, instead it made her stronger. However, the writer understands that this is not the case for everyone. The writer now wants to think about the parents themselves and often people are very quick to judge these ‘bad’ parents, but sometimes you have to ask yourself about what these parents are going through themselves. I know there is not an excuse but sometimes parent’s lives and this is because sometimes parents can be put under a lot of pressure, they could face challenging factors such as mental health, poverty and the writer feels as though there is not enough support to help them, instead people just judge. The writer is now going to discuss poverty and talk about how this has an effect on the children’s behavior. The Child Poverty Action Group (2018) say how poverty damages lives and childhoods and even says how it affects everyone in society. Barnardo's (2017) show a shocking statistic that in the United Kingdom there are over three million children living in poverty. A single parent, parents who do not work, a household where someone is disabled, a large family with four or more children are most likely to be at risk of poverty.  Carol Carter (2013) defines poverty as not having enough money to fulfill needs and by this she means things like, food, water, shelter and warmth. She also goes on to say how poverty can damage people’s lives, dreams, childhoods and affects everyone in society. It can also link to poor mental and physical health which means that children are not likely to reach their full potential, whether this being through school, employment or just in general. Patrick Butler (2014) talks about how children who grow up in poverty really feel and he mentions about how children with ripped school uniform because they can not afford to buy a new one or they may not have the essential clothing like  a winter coat, they constantly worry about being bullied because of their appearance  and home life. He also goes on to explain how teachers do not always understand about how not all children have access to technology and materials that they need to complete their homework and just think that the child is being lazy when it is not completed. Children who are in poverty are likely to develop low confidence and self esteem.  Carol Carter (2013) also looks at Maslow’s theory and talks about how he says the basic needs have to come first before anything else, which the writer one hundred per cent believes because if a child has not got proper food, warmth and shelter then how on earth are they supposed to learn multiplication. Maslow says how one can not be motivated if their basic need is not being met, they will become distracted, which means they will not be able to achieve. Sue Mcleod (2017) looks at Maslow and the Hierachy of Needs theory and she explains how it was his theory which encouraged schools to introduce breakfast clubs and this is because Maslow says how children must have a proper diet to enable them to concentrate. Maslow says how one can not be motivated if their basic need is not being met, they become distracted, which means that they won’t be able to achieve.  Sue Mcleod (2017) looks at Maslow and the Hierarchy of Needs theory and she explains how it was his theory which encouraged schools to introduce breakfast clubs and this is because Maslow says how children must have a proper diet to enable them to concentrate and this would then help the children to achieve to their best ability in the classroom. Maslow links these problems of children who do not have breakfast to poverty and explains how it is mostly children who have troubled backgrounds children and this is why schools have introduced breakfast clubs, where children can receive food before the school day for a small price or even for free. 
The writer has now reached their conclusion. They have critically discussed the challenges on the learning environment and linked it to the relevant theorists. Therefore there are many different behaviors which affect the work place, some of them the writer has mentioned in the assignment. The theorists that the writer has wrote about and linked in to the assignment are Jean Piaget, Abraham Maslow and Les Vgotsky. William Kremer (2013) says how Maslow’s theory is over seventy years old but is still going strong. He also goes on to say how managers use his theory in the workplace with their employees, they do this to identify the needs of their staff to help their needs to be fulfilled and this could be to give them flexible working arrangements, so then they can reach their full potential and work to their best ability.  Even though the writer thinks that Maslow’s theory is brilliant, it appears that he was not that interested in people who have a mental illness. Maslow would find out what was wrong with people but he struggles to say how he could make it better for people, which the writer sees a negative to his theory. The writer has also looked at Jean Piaget’s theory and Kendra Cherry (2017) who says he was inspired by watching his daughter and nephew and says how they learnt by doing things and for themselves, the writer feels as though Piaget’s theory will only work for some children rather than the majority. Lez Vgotksy’s theory contradicts Jean Piaget’s as his idea was that children learn by their role models such as their parents, family members, teachers and the environment they are brought up in. Vgotsky says how children can learn a little by themselves but in order for them to learn more then they need help, which the writer agrees with. Vgotsky also was a strong believer that children learn through play, which is carried out in infant school’s in Wales and England, which is proving to be a success. All theorists are very different but I think each one of them have their good points and negatives, the writer feels as though all the theorist should link together of the points that have been proven to work well for the majority of children and create a new theory and it would be more realistic. The writer has found that there are many behaviors which do affect the environment and one thing that the writer has learnt from doing this assignment, is more needs to be done to tackle these issues.
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