The Role of the Temple in Judaism.
‘The Destruction of the temple in 70 CE proved to be a decisive turning point for Judaism’ Examine this statement in the light of Jewish beliefs and practices.

The destruction of the temple had a huge effect on Judaism and the Jewish people, on their beliefs, practices and connection to God. It completely changed the organisation of the religion as well as being responsible for a new holy book, the Talmud being written.
Before the destruction of the temple everyday practice was performed inside of the temple, with the temple being maintained and staffed by a priestly class. The Jewish faith was a sedentary one, with majority of the Jewish people lived in Judea at the time so this was not a problem. However, when the temple was destroyed all this changed, the temple that was so central to Jewish practices was unable to be used so the faith decentralised, switching to the use of many Synagogues instead of just one temple. The Rabbi was also introduced instead of a limited number of priests like before with the temple. All this was done to deal with the diaspora of the Jewish people who before this had never been so spread out.
The temple’s destruction also had a huge impact on the beliefs of the Jewish people, it led to many new questions needing to be answered, many of them uncomfortable. Why did this happen and what does it mean for the future? Did this mean God had forsaken them if he did not protect them? Had the covenant with God been broken? Some of these questions would be answered in the Talmud, which was written after the destruction of the temple and gives reflections on the destruction of the temple as well as the foundations for Jewish law and everyday life.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The destruction of the temple was the event that started modern Judaism as we know it, Jewish culture and faith would not be as we know it today without that fateful event. Due to its importance in understanding the context of the Jewish faith as it stands today it can be described as one of the most pivotal events in the history of Judaism.
