[bookmark: _Int_UHpdEd2F][bookmark: _Int_bUc6q8rU]Policing across England and Wales is progressively getting harder with the rise in crime rates across the whole country however, models of policing have been suggested and are being used to help combat the increase in crime. These models are based on Evidence Based Policing, which is defined by the College of Policing 2021, “In an evidence-based policing approach, police officers, staff and volunteers create, review and use the best available evidence to inform and challenge policies, practices and decisions.” These models can be backed by experts and utilise reliable sources and research methods in order to reach credible conclusions as to whether the model works effectively as a way of policing. They are used globally, but not every model suits every crime or situation met by the police, so evaluation is critical. These also aid the police in finding the leading causes of crime as well as demonstrating the effect of police intervention (Sherman, L. 1998).
[bookmark: _Int_qbCJeVTY][bookmark: _Int_fmuWUO5E]Hot-spot policing is one of the most popular models used by police, and unlike most models hot-spot policing does not target the crime specifically itself but the areas that crime is most likely to take place in such as a street, park, or address. Eck and Weisburd 1995 concluded that there are three theories in relation to crime and place, these were routine activity theory, rational choice theory and crime pattern theory. Routine activity theory specifically suggests that “crime occurs when motivated offenders and suitable targets converge in time and space in the absence of capable guardians.” ‘In the absence of capable guardians’ entails the lack of street lighting or CCTV for example an alleyway or lane; These places are often hotspots for crime. Furthermore, Crime pattern theory highlights the contribution of environmental background and movement of people to the increased risk of crime. These theories all suggest that crime has an ‘ideal’ place or ‘hot-spot' compiled up of several factors and hot-spot policing was brought in to target these ‘ideal’ places. There are ways for the police to locate these specific places in order to target them such as crime maps. Crime maps are available to the public online and are used by authorities to establish the locations of crime, areas with larger crime rates and any similarities between locations of crimes and the types of crimes occurring. Although not all crimes recorded can be traced to an exact location, the crimes and locations submitted to these crime maps are submitted by the police themselves. From these maps, a picture can be built and will clearly indicate areas where police intervention or some other deterring factor is needed.
[bookmark: _Int_9ilP2U8B][bookmark: _Int_m8dgABPy][bookmark: _Int_CaJ01mmx]Hot-spot policing is not designed to solve and reduce every type of crime there is however there are a few specific crimes that hot-spot policing aims to crack down on such as drug and alcohol offences, public order offences and violent crime. These are crimes that tend to occur in similar locations, for example, drug and alcohol offences occurring close to or in nightclubs and bars. This is because there are a lot of mitigating factors surrounding the situation. These mitigating factors could also lead to locations being host to violent and sexual crimes as well, as intoxication whether that be drugs or alcohol often leads to altercations and high tensions especially with younger adults or teenagers (Turan, C. 2019). When enforcing hot-spot policing, times and dates are also considered for example on a Saturday night there is more likely going to be crimes taking place around bars and clubs than on a Monday morning. This plays a significant factor in deciding where and when the police decide to utilise their limited resources. At times where police believe there may be an increased risk of crime taking place, they will increase police visibility and make patrols more proactive. These proactive, high visibility patrols are proven to be effective as demonstrated in Southend where violent crimes were cut by nearly 74% as a result of policing conducting 15-minute, high visibility patrols (BBC, 2021). Following the success of these patrols last year, the government shared an additional £4.12 between 18 police forces to aid the conduction of hot-spot policing in order to promote safer communities. The tactic is nothing new and is just as simple of high-visibility patrols, however it does get results (UK Government, 2021).
[bookmark: _Int_DgeJa10C][bookmark: _Int_wuYhCcMS]An example of where hot-spot policing has been effective is in Neath, Wales. There have long been problems in Neath town centre, regarding anti-social behaviour, and drink and drugs. Despite the local community there saying that a lot still needs to be done, there are various new developments and hope for the future as well as proof that hot-spot policing is making a difference. South Wales Police increased the levels of pro-active policing patrols in the town centre area of Neath in April 2021, corresponsive with hot-spot policing techniques. A resident stated “When South Wales Police initially started their patrols around the town centre, there was a definite improvement in the numbers of unsavoury characters hanging around and causing trouble. But over the last few months, the patrols seem to have become less prominent, and the anti-social behaviour seems to be returning.” This highlighted the effectiveness of the technique as crime rates improved whilst regular high-visibility patrols were in place. As well as this, the local council are involved with the issue and are working on a multi-agency response. The local council are also looking at a development for the town centre, in a bid to make it a more desirable place. This links into the hot-spot policing theory of crime taking place in an ‘ideal’ place. South Wales Police followed on to claim that the number reports of anti-social behaviour were minimal in April 2022 compared to the reports in April 2021 and that it is essential that people do report any crimes taking place in order for them to be able to respond appropriately (Wales Online, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_UtPaxd5D][bookmark: _Int_pnKRFlli][bookmark: _Int_88RcqNPv]Another evidence-based policing model used by the police in England and Wales is the Problem-oriented policing model (POP). Problem-oriented policing involves the identification of a specific problem, thorough analysis to understand the problem, the development of a tailored response, and the assessment of the effects of the response. It is not an intervention itself but rather an approach to develop interventions and therefore can be used in regard to any crime and disorder problem (College of Policing, 2020). Problem-orientated policing or problem-solving policing was first introduced by Herman Goldstein in 1979, after Goldstein had argued that incident-driven policing only granted short term results and that the police would return to the same places repeatedly. He suggested that the way forward was to focus on clusters of related incidents. The aim was to be imaginative and far-reaching when selecting responses. He mentioned a wide variety of possibilities such as obtaining resources from agencies other than the police, mobilising the community, and changing the physical environment (Sidebottom, A. et al, 2019).
[bookmark: _Int_jRgTKj2W][bookmark: _Int_JkybUe4t][bookmark: _Int_lhP1DmQp][bookmark: _Int_fG25hnTf]The majority of problems identified by the police seem fairly straightforward at surface value such as anti-social behaviour within groups of young people however, problems like this often fail to respond to police intervention. This is because the underlying cause of the problem has not been identified or explored properly; This is where problem-solving policing is effective. A POP approach to policing will allow the police to identify the leading cause of the problem and identify causes sooner to prevent the problem becoming a crime. Firstly, the problem needs to be identified. In terms of Problem-orientated policing, the ‘problem’ could be a variety of different things such as a community concern or a cluster of similar or related incidents, rather than a single incident. The ‘problem’ could also be a place, a person or persons, a specific behaviour, a specific time, or a desirable object. Most problems faced by the police can be resolved by enforcement and prevention measures and the police and their partners are normally the ones called to deal with them. However, the public believe that once the call to the police is made then the problem is automatically solved when that is not always the case. Sometimes the original problem becomes more complex or persistent and may even pose a risk to a person or community; This is when a problem-solving approach is needed. Once identified, the problem must be managed in a structured and co-ordinated manner that addresses the underlying causes (Dean, N. 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_6f4CpyTl][bookmark: _Int_1WglvJ1Q][bookmark: _Int_0hKfVYqK]The introduction of problem-orientated policing was designed to bring a range of advantages to modern day policing in particular, the attempt to move the focus of police decision-making away from managers and office staff and towards front-line officers or Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs). This is because officers who spend most of their time out in their neighbourhoods or communities tend to have a better understanding of the causes and possible solutions to problems or concerns. It is argued that ‘officers must know the underlying issues locally, be in contact with the community, have information to help understand the nature of the underlying problems that generate clusters of incidents, be supported by senior officers in attempting to solve problems imaginatively and tailor problem-solving to emerging local issues’ (Jordan, 1998: 73). A disadvantage of this, is that some communities may be biased when reporting crime rate and as a result, when police are analysing results and figures of crime, they are not always accurate. In response to this, it is the communities place to come together and work with the police in order to benefit themselves, this includes discipling children and discouraging them from such behaviour that could cause problems which may result in crimes or offences being committed (Joyce, P. 2011).
[bookmark: _Int_c1MAGxal][bookmark: _Int_Dqpz4UWr][bookmark: _Int_IRJWI0RL]Police officers in Dyfed Powys Police have teamed up with partnering authorities to prevent “troublesome youth gatherings.” In correspondence with problem-orientated policing, officers at Dyfed Powys have reviewed finding from recent years in order to put in places action plans to prevent the same events reoccurring. The gatherings of these youths have created a range of problems including, underage drinking, anti-social behaviour and substantial amounts of litter being left behind. In recent years, dispersal orders have been put in place as an immediate response to calls in a bid to reduce the reoccurrence of the matter, however this year [2022], the force has planned to increase high-visibility patrols in the area and teamed up with British Transport Police and Carmarthenshire County Council to try and put a complete stop to the problem. This comes as a result of the evaluation of the occurrence over the years and Inspector Dawn Fencott-Price has claimed that the force will continue to make plans to tackle the problem (Dyfed Powys Police, 2022). 
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