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Introduction
The expansion of hardware, software and cloud computing technologies in the last decennary allowed a wide range of initiatives in numerous fields of knowledge, using special tools and software. Education has become one of these areas. The invention and adaption of various types of systems and methodologies promoted the incorporation of information, communication and digital technologies into the students and lecturers’ lives (Boboc and Koc,2018). UWTSD, like many other universities, uses classical classroom teaching methods in combination with the latest developments in computing and Internet learning. The Moodle was applying as an Open-Source Learning Management System (LMS). The entirely using of Moodle and Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) altogether allowed to successfully switch to distance learning and ensure the continuity and productiveness of the educational process during the current Covid-19 situation.
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)
A Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is a designed and well-equipped space for teaching and learning. For some people, "virtual" means an artificial world that can replace real life. But virtual learning environments have no purpose of replacing classrooms or existing educational practices. They enhance them, add value because of extending the space of the standard physical learning environment. A good VLE provides opportunities to enlarge the imaginations of teachers and students, offers an elegantly designed space for teaching and learning, a place where learners, teachers and students feel at ease and comfortable (Weller,2007). It opens possibilities for discussions, conducting questionnaires and surveys. It helps students to submit their assignments without having to contact their teachers directly. Using a VLE provides students with a countless number of resources in the different forms as documents, worksheets and PowerPoints slides. Teachers can give students links to relevant websites and videos from YouTube, articles from newspapers and for student-created podcasts.VLE is more than just virtual storage for learning resources; it offers gateways to unlimited pathways of connections, contents and learnings from which all participants receive their benefits. 
Advantages of the Virtual Learning Environment
• Accessibility
A virtual classroom is attainable to anyone who has modern hardware such as a computer, smartphone or tablet and internet. It doesn't matter about location, where each potential learner is based geographically. Everyone can log in as and when they want.
• Tracking and Assessment:
Virtual learning environment software allows telling which students have completed the activities. Built-in assessments such as tests and quizzes can help to ensure if the learners are absorbing the material.
• Time savings and flexibility
Because of online full or partially full distance learning, saving time means you don't need to travel to-and-from campus as usual. You can also better manage your studies to fit in with your schedule.
• Reduced costs for learners and providers
VLE cuts many of the expenses for people who are learning and to those who provide the learning and associated with hiring additional staff, booking facilities, printing paper materials, and travel.
• Increased convenience
You can choose the type of courses which are suitable for you if you are the full-time working person, or you have a young family with kids or other responsibilities that require input at particular times or places.
• Ease and regular content update
In these days, information and knowledge change fast and frequent. With printed materials, the only possibility to keep up with these changes is to reprint the material, and it is expensive and needs a lot of time. Regular and fast updating online materials is one of the best parts in VLE.
• Communication and Connection. 
Active communication is one of the privileges of a virtual learning environment. With using message boards and chats, teachers can answer questions and offer mentoring and advice for students when both of them have free time.
Disadvantages of the Virtual Learning Environment
• Need for self-discipline:
With using the VLE, it is essential to have a lasting motivation to sit and do the lessons out of class. This model of learning is harder for those learners who are inclined to procrastination and different kinds of distraction.
• Discomfort with new and specifically digitals technologies
The VLE rely heavily on the latest digital technology, and most of the learners are well-versed in its use. In this case, always there are some numbers of students who feel they have two tasks ahead of them: taking the courses and understanding the software that allows them to do the training.
• Impersonal and limited
Because there is no physical human communication involved, the virtual environment may have some limits of opportunities for teambuilding, role-playing activities. Also, learners can feel a little lonely.
• Isolation
Absence of other students with whom to discuss or brainstorm the topic of learning can lead to a lack of understanding of the subject.
• Solo learning
If you ask some help with clarification of the subject, sometimes it is not immediately available because the teacher is not present physically and the answer may be delayed. 
The term 'virtual learning environment' (VLE), is often used synonymously with "learning management system" (LMS). These two definitions essentially concern the same products but focus attention on different aspects of the software. VLE is usually integrating with a Learning Management System (LMS). Products that are promoting as a VLE may have a focus on the mutual aspects of studying, on discussions, forums, student collaboration features. The LMS, in its turn, suggests products with impressive tracking performance and serious analysis options.
The Learning Management Systems (LMS).
The Learning Management System (LMS) is a multiple-user software programme, accessed through a web browser or application. It serves organizations to manage training events, self-learning courses and learning programs. It delivers information that replaces hard and expensive manual work, saves a lot of time, and enables to organize content, data and learners. It traces and reports about learning and training activities and the intermediate and final results (Foreman,2017).
Most LMS platforms offering the next features:
• Content creation
• Content management
• Assessment creation
• Assessment management
• Learning object repository (LOR)
• Grading and feedback tools
• Course management
• Student and teacher’s portals
• Collaboration tools
• Progress data and analytics
• Social media support
• Mobile app
• Blended learning support
There are numerous of different Open Source Learning Management Systems (LMSs) on the market that can offer dynamic and flexible online learning platform. But despite this, LMS market share has remained stable with little-to-no changes. Most universities in Australia, Canada, and the United Kingdom continues to use the same LMS that it did last years. Some of the top, most used lately:
• Moodle LMS
Moodle is an open-source platform using the "freemium" model of payment; the basic version is for free but must pay for extra features. It is one of the top platforms on the LMSs market, mostly used by education organizations with 1,000 and 2,000 full-time students (Aberdour,2013).
The main features and benefits of Moodle:
•Excellent access to the account anytime, anywhere. Moodle is a web-based solution that also has multitask and advanced Moodle Mobile App.
•Stable connection, consistent materials delivery and well-thought-out feedback
•Moodle can integrate with additional tools such as the Student Information System (SIS), attendance tools, grade books and others.
•Since Moodle can ensure perfect integrations between presented systems, and the institution can successfully manage the learning process from a central location.
•Using Moodle is an excellent possibility to blend different learning approaches and techniques.
•Canvas LMS
Canvas is an open-source and cloud-based application developed to expand the opportunities for teachers and students by creating an engaging learning environment accessible to them. Canvas helps to engage students with video-based learning and collaboration tools and techniques designed for higher education institutions. It can also use to develop online learning modules for the business environment. With interface and features, created to save you time and efforts, Canvas LMS offers:
•Robust and powerful Community, with users who are involved in sharing, cooperating, and shaping Canvas all around the world.
•Canvas LMS allows organizing course materials into units. Organizers can provide prerequisites for modules in sequence. Learners cannot see a  full course until they unlock their conditions.
•Diversity of quizzes providing.
Teachers can take a quiz or induct an exam to any learner if they require it at any place. They can provide quizzes with grading or not, time frames, with long illustrative answers or multiple choices, etc.
•Personalized Supporting.
The Canvas experts are there 24/7 to guarantee the speediest, most smooth interactions.
•Blackboard LMS
Blackboard is one of the industry leading LMS, 
full-scale, comprehensive and flexible, but also expensive. All pricing information is not available, but the cost based on individual approaching. The utilization of Blackboard educational technology using depends on the efficiency of the users, their organizational culture and system adoption. Learners need to be able to utilize this competently to facilitate learning. Following are the features that are present in this system: 
•Creating and developing courses: through the easy procedure. 
•The Blackboard users can create, find and share resources and even copyright their own content.
•Users can take advantage of social learning and participate in discussions immediately from the Activity stream.
•One-click access to most essential icons (profile, activity stream, tools, messages, materials, calendar, etc.), (Danver,2016).
Using Moodle in UWTSD
After researching and collecting all this secondary data about the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) and Learning Management System (LMS), I want to share my own experience by using the Moodle in my learning process. Also, as a part of preparing this report, I conducted an anonymous online questionnaire for students of UWTSD about their experience of using the Moodle in the learning process. In my opinion, the most important and significant result of using Moodle is that the whole system works! I think in the current COVID-19 situation online learning system of our university has been successfully tested, and it is a great achievement.
What I like in Moodle:
•Good access from all my digital devices.
•Do not need to pay for its additional money.
•Most of the required training materials are available there.
What I don't like in Moodle:
•Inconvenient navigation system inside the application.
•Lack of good communication capabilities within the application.
•Missing of personal customization of the application.
The anonymous survey "The impact of a (VLE)-Moodle on students learning experience at the UWTSD, (see Appendix A), which was conducted by the method of online interviewing students of our university gave the following primary data:
A total of 9 students from UWTSD took part in the survey. A total of 10 questions were asked, and the following responses were received.
•Question 1: Name of programme you enrolled?
Answers: Certificate of Higher Education, Skills for the Workplace.
•Question 2: Lectures notes and slides on Moodle allow me to read ahead of the lectures and prepare in advance.
Answers:
Strongly agree - 55,56%
Agree - 11,11%
Neither agree nor disagree - 33,33%
•Question 3: Moodle was helpful for me to catch up on the classes materials that I missed.
Answers:
Strongly agree - 44,44%
Agree - 44,44%
Neither agree nor disagree 11,11%
•Question 4: Moodle helped me to revise and learn at places and times convenient to me.
Answers:
Strongly agree - 77,78%
Agree - 22,22%
•Question 5: Variety of resources available on Moodle (external links, sample exercises, practice assignments) were helpful for my studies.
Answers:
Strongly agree - 33,33%
Agree - 55,56%
Neither agree nor disagree - 11,11%
•Question 6: Moodle was a useful means of contacting teachers, staff members and students from UWTSD.
Answers:
Strongly agree - 33,33%
Agree - 55,56%
Disagree - 11,11%
•Question 7: Announcements in Moodle enabled me to plan my study time.
Answers:
Strongly agree - 33,33%
Agree - 33,33%
Neither agree nor disagree - 33,33%
•Question 8: Microsoft pack incorporated in the VLE is the thoughtful and successful choice by UWTSD.
Answers:
Strongly agree - 44,44%
Agree - 22,22%
Neither agree nor disagree - 22,22%
Disagree - 11,11%
•Question 9: Moodle helped me to study effectively.
Answers:
Strongly agree - 22,22%
Agree - 44,44%
Neither agree nor disagree - 33,33%
•Question 10: I find the virtual learning environment (VLE) implemented in the UWTSD as helpful and convenient.
Answers:
Strongly agree - 33,33%
Agree - 33,33%
Neither agree nor disagree - 11,11%

Conclusion
Virtual learning environments (VLE) are the future for higher education. Over 200 Learning Management Systems (LMS) are using around the world. Moodle, Blackboard and Canvas - still on the top. They have a lot in common, and we see they are frequently updating and improving. Based on my research, I can say that it is very difficult or almost impossible to choose the best one. By analysing survey results and my personal learning experiences in UWTSD, I can say that, in general, the majority of students approve of the choice of the Moodle as a learning management system.
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