Discuss the role of ancient Chinese culture in shaping contemporary Chinese National Identity  

In this essay I shall be discussing to what extent Ancient Chinese culture has shaped the modern Chinese National Identity. I will be looking at the parallels between both the ancient and the modern eras of Chinese culture and the major differences between them, this will allow us to understand the exact extent of influence Ancient China has had on modern Chinese society. Chinese culture began to emerge between the Yellow River Valley and the Yangtze River in East Asia about 10-8 thousand years ago. This area was perfect for farming as it has a temperate monsoon climate meaning that it stays a suitable temperature for farming most of the year and it gets plenty of water this is why an agricultural civilisation farming mainly millet and rice was able to form.

 Ancient Chinese culture was based around the family which consisted of the nuclear family and a few related families. There was also a concept called xiao this means filial piety this is respect for Parents, elders and ancestors. one part of xiao was to make sacrifices to the ancestors of the family, to be kind and obedient to your parents and look after them in their old age and to always be respectful to strangers for example you would greet a stranger as if they were family by calling them uncle if they were a middle age man or grandmother if they were an elderly woman. the collective concept has survived to this day and is still a core part of Chinese society as has ancestor worship as part of traditional Chinese religion most Chinese people believe in a traditional Chinese religion these religions are an important connection between the ancient Chinese society and the modern one showing the influence the former has over the latter. 
One of the bedrocks of ancient Chinese culture was Confucianism a philosophy founded by renowned Chinese philosopher Confucius. Confucianism’s core tenants are a form of Filial Piety that takes the concept even further advocating for the entire society to be based around Xiao with the Emperor as the father of all their subjects, Confucianism also advocates for the individual to put the collective needs of society first and play the part they were meant to play in society. Loyalty is also a major component of Confucianism this is loyalty to one’s family and to the state the theme of loyalty underpins all of Confucius’ thought. Confucius also believed that everyone had an innate goodness within them and it is a highly patriarchal philosophy believing for instance that the wife should be respectful and obedient to her husband, this had a profound effect on Chinese society. Confucianism was a major aspect of Chinese society either as traditional Confucianism or later on as Neo-Confucianism since the founding of the Han dynasty in 206 BCE till the fall of the Qing Dynasty in 1912 CE. There was a period in the 20th century where Confucianism was largely rejected by the governments of China especially by the Communist Government of China,  Although Confucianism as well as traditional Chinese culture in general is now being promoted again by Chinese Premier Xi Jinping who said at the 2,565th anniversary of Confucius birth “if a country or a nation does not Cherish its culture, if they lose their soul, no matter which country or which nation, it will not be able to stand” (Chinadaily, 2019). This shows that modern CCP is increasingly influenced by Chinas ancient past to an extent and is actively trying to make ancient Chinese society more influential in the national identity of China. 

Another bedrock of ancient Chinese civilisation was Taoism. Taoism is a group of closely related spiritual philosophies which teach that humans as individuals and as part of society should be aligned with the Tao in order to attain the fullness of life and its potential (Raz, G 2012).  The philosophies began to emerge around the 4th century BCE and held influence in Chinese society and the imperial court for the majority of the time after its formation with the Emperors of China even being influenced by Taoism. The Peoples Republic of China encouraged the growth of Taoism up until the Cultural Revolution but the government began to encourage the growth of Taoism again once the cultural revolution was over this shows that the ancient Taoist traditions still have a major role in shaping Chinese society.    

An example of the influence of Ancient China on the modern Chinese society is the resurgence in young people of wearing Hanfu the traditional clothing of the Han people of China as well as wearing traditional clothing they also stage events where they partake in traditional dancing, singing and art. There are about 2 million Hanfu enthusiasts in China currently (He, Q 2020) and they take Hanfu very seriously making sure there clothing is accurate to the period they are dressing as. The increasing interest in Hanfu shows that at least in young peoples culture the ancient past of China plays an increasingly large role.  
One of the most significant cultural changes was brought about by the Chinese revolution in 1911 which led to the ousting of the last Emperor of China Puyi. This was significant as for almost all of the recorded history of China there has been an emperor of China. The Revolution ended with the formation of the Republic of China under Sun Yat-Sen who Led the Kuomintang (KMT), which fell into a warlord period followed by a civil war between the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the KMT, won by the CCP under Mao Zedong who Rapidly industrialised China and introduced Maoism to China Maoism is used to describe the theory that Mao Zedong developed from the 1920s to the 1970s(Liu, E 2016) Maoism posits that the large peasant class in China could be used instead of an industrial working class to advance the revolution. Mao attempted a cultural Revolution to change the culture of China completely this lasted up until Mao’s death in 1976 it partially destroyed some Chinese history such as statues and monuments. In the 80s the CCP admitted that the Cultural Revolution was a mistake this shows that the CCP no longer wanted to erase the influences of Ancient China on society and eventually led the way towards its reintegration into modern Chinese identity.     

Modern Chinese culture is no longer just an agricultural one with large urban centres like the capital Beijing and Nanjing being in the tens of millions this urbanisation of China has caused many cultural changes one major one being the shrinking of families because of the rapid increase of the population of the Peoples Republic of China, this rapid population growth in the mid to late 20th century lead to the implementation of the one child policy which was introduced in the eighties under Deng Xiaoping which has only recently been abolished in 2015 in favour of a two-child policy as the population of China is now getting increasingly older. Another impact of urbanisation has been a disconnect with nature as with most urbanised cultures. 

Ancient Chinese culture has had a major role in shaping the modern Chinese identity although there is no longer an emperor loyalty towards the state is still a major part of the culture of China as is Xiao, Confucianism and Taoism. the Chinese writing system has also stayed largely the same throughout the history of China this has helped to keep a connection between Chinas ancient past and its modern society as it means the modern people of China would be able to read most past documents and stories as they were written even if they might not be able to understand them if they were spoken. And the youth of modern China can be shown to have an appreciation of Ancient Chinese culture through there wearing of Hanfu and partaking in festivals celebrating Ancient China. however, some major differences between them exist such as the influence of communism on modern China as well as modern China being a much more urbanised society than Ancient China the modern Chinese national identity has a lot of influence from its past and has definitely been shaped by it however it is equally shaped by its more recent past. 
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