[image: ]                             

Module BMPS6012 Independent Project 
Student Name: Christopher Oates 
Supervisor Name: Luke Roach 

Research Question (1 sentence max.)
Is the publics perception of police use of potentially invasive technology positive or negative? 


Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. 

Law enforcement across the world is constantly increasing the amount and the sophistication of the technology that they use. There are concerns that the use of advanced technology can go too far and be used in a way that is seen as unethical and too intrusive by the public. Already there are groups that are campaigning to have the use of such technology limited due to their invasive nature and the massive potential there is for them to be abused. One of the most prominent groups in this area is ‘Big Brother Watch’ they are a group that was set up to specifically deal with what they see as problems with use of modern technology. In 2021 The House of Lords Justice and Home Affairs Committee was warned about the use of algorithmic tools – such as facial recognition technology, predictive policing tools, and digital categorisation of prisoners. There was heavy criticism of the use of new technology and the warning was that it could easily be abused (Law society Gazette. (2021).

Given that there is such clear disagreement within society over the use of this type of technology it would be interesting to find out more about how people view this issue as a collective. This information could also be useful to police forces when they are trialling innovative technology. Public perception of the way potentially invasive technology would also be massively important when legislation is being created to control the use of these technology and to prevent them being used in an abusive or harmful way. While it would be essential to stop these Technolgies being abused by law enforcement, it would also be important find a suitable middle ground were their use is still effective in preventing and solving crimes. The answer to that problem could be controversial and that could be a difficulty when creating qualitive primary information from a survey. However, there is already a lot of information available from a similar issue that has been widely covered and public debated already. The issue of stop and search has been a major problem for police and legislators over the last decade. While one side of the argument claims it is necessary for police to have these extra powers and that if people have nothing to hide then they do not need to worry about it, the other side of the debate claims that there is far too much potential for these powers to be abused and they are unethical and intrusive in practise (M. Tiratelli, Et al, 2018).

Another key way in which I would gather secondary information would be by looking at how this type of technology is being used currently in this country and finding out how effective it is as well as researching what are plans are for future use. Due to the amount of backlash and criticism there has been in the past, at police use of surveillance technology and other aspects of policing that are seen as invasive, there would be a lot of information on both sides of the issue. There are also plans to create legislation to control the use of modern technology by law enforcement. This along with existing legislation, including the Human Rights Act (1998) which covers in article 8 that people have a right to privacy not just in their own home but also in public areas, this legislation could potentially hinder way in which police use technology, an example of this would using facial recognition cameras. New legislation would have to be created to regulate the use of this technology. The use of this technology could potentially infringe upon the rights given to people by current legislation and any change in this area could cause backlash and receive criticism for the public. Finding out more about this as well as asking question to ordinary people a could give. a great insight into how well certain the use of modern technology in policing would be received. There are already measures being discussed by the government to try and prevent any infringement on people's human rights, using these technologies. The House of Lords justice and home affairs committee released a statement about on the subject and warned explained how there could be serious implications on people's human rights and civil liberties if there are not measures put in place to stop the use of these Technolgies being abused (House Of Lords Media Notices, 2022).


Method (500 words max)

There are many questions that I will try to answer in this dissertation but the most important of them is “what is the public's perception of police use of modern and potentially invasive technology?.” having evaluated the potential difficulties in answering this question, there are two things which will make things harder, the first problem is getting enough information to justify calling the data collected “Public Perception”. If the survey were able to gather enough responses however, it could be of significant use to a police force that is looking to trail innovative technology or to legislators that are deciding on how best to restrict its use to prevent abuse. While there is already a voice on the side of the public coming from organisations that have been set up to campaign against invasive technology, they do represent the whole of the country. Getting the opinion of people who do have such an extreme view on the issue could be useful and is essential to answering the question of what does the public, as a whole think of the potentially invasive advancements in policing (A. Bragias et al, 2021).

Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.

To produce an accurate report on the future use of potentially invasive technology in public services and answer the question of how people view these kinds of technologies as well as possible. 

 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims
-Multiple sources of reliable information put together and evaluated in detail. 
-A survey that shows the data on what people think of the issue.
 
Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? 
A mixture of both, using existing information to better tailor questions at the survey audience to get more useful results. 

Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. 
Around 100 results. People from my life and that of my family and friends. I will use a survey. 

Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  
There are not any major ethical issues with this topic. The main problem could potentially be gathering information about police in foreign countries. Some news outlets will not report information about this accurately due to biases and political afilliations. I will be sure to thuroghly check any information I use when writing about this part of the dissertaion. 
 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?

Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)

I will split each part of the dissertation up into separate  parts that will all be relevant to each other once they are all complete. 

Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.

Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
[bookmark: _Int_tzh3SeKU]It would be great if police were able to look at the research and use it to better their practice. That is the aim of the research, and it could be of significant help to police forces. 
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  
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