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How do EFL authors divide Grammar into teachable parts?
This document focuses on 4 well-known titles within the field of grammatical instruction, namely [Longman English Grammar/ Essential Grammar in Use/Collins COBUILD Basic Grammar and Discover Grammar] and carries out a simple comparison. 
Example (1)

Publication:
 Alexander, L.G.(1988). Longman English Grammar.  Longmans : London 

Contents:-

(1)
The sentence
(2)
Nouns
(3)
Articles
(4)
Pronouns
(5)
Quantity
(6)
Adjectives
(7)
Adverbs
(8)
Prepositions’/Adverb particles/Phrasal verbs
(9)
Verbs/verb tenses/Imperatives
(10)
Be/Have/Do
(11)
Modal auxiliaries and related verbs
(12)
The passive and the causative
(13)
Questions/Answers/Negatives
(14)
Conditional sentences
(15)
Direct and Indirect speech
(16)
The infinitive and the –ing form
Appendices
x49

Level

This book is designed for all students at intermediate and advanced levels. Firstly, it provides a comprehensive reference of modern English Grammar. Secondly, it looks at language from the students’ point of view and so gives them clear and precise guidance on the areas of grammar they need to master for effective communication.  

Example (2)

Publication:
Murphy, R. (1997). Essential Grammar in Use: 2nd Edition.  CUP: Cambridge 

Contents:-

There are 114 units each focusing on a particular grammatical area such as tenses, questions and articles. Each unit has information on the left-hand page and relevant exercises on the right-hand page. Also, there are 7 appendices.  The book should not be worked through from beginning to end. Units listed in the contents are not ordered according to level of difficulty but should be selected and used by the EFL teacher in the appropriate order for the learners. 
Level

The book is designed for elementary learners who are beyond the very earliest stages of a beginner’s course. It could be used by lower intermediate learners who have particular embedded grammatical problems to overcome. The explanations are addressed to the elementary learner and are therefore as simple and as short as possible.
Example (3)

Publication:
Willis, D. & Wright, J. (1995). Collins COBUILD Basic Grammar.  London : Harper Collins 

Contents:-

The material is organised into 4 cycles. In each cycle we illustrate first the grammar of the verb group, secondly the noun group, and finally the adverbials. In determining the content of each cycle, we have tried to reflect the properties revealed in most teaching material at this level. The following are examples of cycle content:-
Cycle (1): basic tense uses/question forms/patterns with There as subject

Cycle (4): complex sentences/clauses of time, purpose, reason and condition

After each cycle there is a review section which revises the work of that cycle in detail and goes on to incorporate work from previous cycles. There are also specific sections on spelling, numbers and pronunciation.

Level

Elementary learners. It focuses on the central features of the language to provide elementary students with a firm foundation for future learning. 

Layout/organisation

Reference and practice material are combined in a single volume, with grammar explanations on the left-hand-side and exercises on the right-hand-side. [This is a common format and probably first widely used by Raymond Murphy in his excellent publication English Grammar in Use]. Moreover, there is a full answer key provided.

- logical organisation of contents in 4 separate cycles beginning with the most basic forms 
- simple explanations of key grammar points
- patterns illustrated by clear examples
- identifies and highlights many common phrases

- includes valuable sections on spelling and pronunciation
- practice pages provide a wide range of challenging exercises
- careful recycling and consolidation through regular reviews exercises

- hundreds of specially drawn cartoons vividly illustrate the grammatical points being made

Example (4)

Publication:
Crystal, D. (2002). Discover Grammar. 7th impression. Singapore: Longman 

Contents: 
There are 6 units in his book, all arranged as follows:-
(1) Words

(2)Sentences

(3) Nouns / Noun phrases

(4) Verbs / Verb phrases

(5) Other kinds of word

(6) Longer sentences and punctuation

The book divides grammar into 45 topics grouped as above. A tried and trusted format means that the grammar information is displayed on the left hand page and the exercises (activities) on the right.  Crystal’s book distinguishes between the rules of grammar for writing and for speaking and he explains that English grammar has evolved over a long period of time and that our definition of the term “Standard English “ is still evolving.

He mentions 5 chief reasons why grammar is important, including the bold statement that Grammar is the foundation of a language. Interestingly, unlike most EFL grammar publications, Crystal takes a deeper linguistic analysis of grammar by explaining that it can be broken down into 2 distinct groups. That is, Morphology (words) and Syntax (Sentences).  He states that Morphology refers to word formation and in his the first part of his book, essentially the first unit (words), he focuses on affixation (Prefixes and suffixes). In the second part of his book he deals with the structures f the English language such as illustrated in our use of phrases, clauses and sentences. 
Level 
Unusually, this is not stated clearly in Crystal’s book. However, most online sources that sell this book, including Amazon and Telegraph Books, use exactly the same quote: Essential reference for every class working towards GCSE and Standard Grade.
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