

Vocabulary Notes 			Adjectives to describe Art & design.

Background

You will need to be able to talk about a range of different art & design – your own work, your peers’ work and the work of other influential artists and designers. To do this expressively you will need to learn a broad range of adjectives to talk about art and design. 


Types of adjectives : Opinion, Size, Age, Materials, Shape, Colour/Pattern,	Nationality, style/genre, function/class					

Order of Adjectives:
					
Look at these sentences – What  order of adjectives can you see in the sentences below based on the different types above? 
(From:  Cotton, Falvey & Kent, (2008) ‘Language Leader;  Intermediate’,  Pearson/Longman. London.)
· Anthony Gormley is well-known for his enormous, metal figures, now a rusted brown colour but he began making work using small, clay figurines with which he filled galleries.
· Picasso is a ground-breaking artist who produced fabulous, disturbing canvases depicting huge, distorted heads and faces.
· There is a huge, startling, striped, red, rectangular, stone head in the corner.
· Many people enjoy looking at the ancient , bronze, African, sculptures from Benin.
· 

The order of types of adjectives is……..


1._____________.2________________3_._____________4_._____________5_._____________6.______________7_.____________8_.____________


Rewrite these sentences with  the adjectives in the correct order.

1. Michael Ayrton made   _____________________________ sculptures. (bronze, large, fabulous_)
2. Rothko’s paintings consist of o number of ____________________________________________boxes. ( coloured,  large, rectangular).
3. Wall paintings are used to brighten up some _________________________________________________ environments. ( urban,  modern, dreary.)
4. Banksy is a _________________________________________ artist. (contemporary, provocative, graffitist.).
5. Turner is the best-known of the _____________________________________ artists.  ( Impressionist, British.).
6. Lacquer is a _______________________________________________________________ varnish . (hard, coloured, heat-resistant.)


There are certain specific features of an artwork you will need to describe.


Features of Artwork.

Shape			Colour 				Style/Genre				
Composition		Line 				Opinion				Other			



What other things do you think you will need to describe when thinking about a piece of art?







Adjectives to describe artwork.

How many of these words do you know? 


zig-zag			bold		pastel		vivid			pointillist	avant-garde		eclectic 	fluorescent	vanishing point 	innovative	Juxtaposed		perspective	foreground	disturbing                  	distorted contemporary chiaroscuro	bronze  	provocative		urban		neon 			startling	metallic 	rectangular	pastoral
enormous		shocking	square		fine brushstrokes 	rough 		hard 			ambiguous	deconstructivist allegorical	pixellated	ground-breaking 	primary 	conceptual		classical		dynamic
traditional		bright 		naturalistic	monochrome		surrealist 	still-life      		pale 		landscape	portrait			abstract            collage/montage	realist		homage	expressionist		smooth		

Group them under the correct heading. Then Add any other words you know.
									
	Shape
	Colour
	Composition
	Line
	Style/Genre
	Opinion
	Other

	square

	
	
	
	surrealist
	
	




