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Part 1
“The benefits of hosting the commonwealth games in Birmingham 2022 justified the money invested to deliver the event”

In this part i will be critically evaluating the statement above and addressing whether i agree with it or not with evidence to support my view.
I do not agree with the statement above as although it looked to be a very promising cause for Birmingham and the areas around it, the positives were quickly out weighted with the negatives after realising the taxpayers of Birmingham are not expected to “shoulder the cost of £8 million annually for the next 40 years” . Alongside with that the athlete village remains unused by all even during the commonwealth games, due to Covid the Council deputy leader, Coun Sharon Thompson is still defending the project proclaims that the village will still provide much-needed homes for the north-west. As a response commenter Paul-sg said, “the games themselves were good and that there will be some affordable homes it's just the rest will be unaffordable.” supporting my view that the money invested into the games was not used wisely and was overspent for the taxpayers.

Another point to support my view is the development of the commonwealth games had to to be delayed due to Corana virus and athletes were forced to used student accommodation instead of using the athlete village which was eventually finished in April of 2023. Hearing this meaning that there must have been poor scheduling and management to only provide athletes university accommodation instead of their promised athlete village. Alongside this, in august of 2023 the council sold 755 homes on the site to a private bidder, this can be seen as both a positive and negative, as the council has been able to sell the most of the house and manage to retrieve some of the money back but that also means there are 213 homes being currently used for “social housing” by the council which are still not even in current use. Instead of having a private bid the council could have made it public which from there would potentially be able to sell more housing supporting the economy of the area and provide ‘affordable’ housing to the public. Although I addressed it was affordable housing id agree with HerrBrummie’s concern stating “£230,000 for a 2-bedroom flat? Is that affordable housing in Birmingham?” when most Properties in Birmingham are about in the same price range, so how does the new village provide “affordable housing”?



Part 2
In this part I will provide a SWOT analysis if Swansea could be suitbale host for a major sporting Event. 

Strengths
As a strong start to support Swansea as a host for a major sporting event is that Swansea has already had a successful expirence hosting the International paralympic Committee athletics (IPC) European Championships in 2014 as pointed out by Mike hedges which was centred on the Wales National Pool on the Swansea University Sketty Lane site. It has also been used for other major and other big sporting events such as the Premier League and the Ironman. Council leader Rob Stewart is also enlightened by the idea of Swansea hosting major event as it has multiple viable facilities such as the Liberty Stadium, Sketty Lane sports village and other venues such as the LC and the Bay campus. It is also a compact area, so viewers are able to see multiple events quickly such as coming from sketty lane hall viewing the basketball, then crossing the road to then view boating or the triathlon. Since Swansea also has two universities to have the opportunity to study sports, the new jobs created will be easily filled by qualified employees and many more volunteers can be found.

Weaknesses 
Although hosting a major event may seem realistic at first it can quickly be put on standby by the Finacial point of view. As hosting a major event will evidentally increase local tax to be able to construct to necessary facilities needed for the event and as Swansea is mainly viewed as a student city, most of Swansea's citizens do not have to pay tax as they are full time students which will then lead to locals having to spend even more tax which may even lead to another Birmingham Commonwealth situation where local citizens with have to continue to pay millions of pounds for generations to come. Also, as Swansea is also in a debt of approximately £700 million and will soon rise towards £750 million according to BBC. Hosting a major event which will evidently costed towards £1 billion will just put Swansea into further debt than necessary. Another weakness Swansea will have been the tourism aspect. Since Swansea is not a massive city in the UK the local attractions are nothings special and are quite quaint, unless they travel to mumbles for the views. 

Opportunities 
A strong opportunity that Swansea can provide is the local near-by facilities than can be used for any given major sporting event. Such as, Swansea already has a football and rugby stadium than can hold up to 20,750 fans. As well as a track and field stadium, basketball courts, futsal, hockey, lacrosse, American football and more already in use of the Swansea University. There are also many hotels available already for and tourists or incoming participants or viewers. Including a Swansea student village that is no longer in use that could be used as an athlete village.

Threats
As reference in the weaknesses a major threat Swansea faces is that it doesn't have many continuous citizens that are able to pay high tax to be able to accommodate the new facilities and other expenditures that may be necessary to host said major event. Another threat Swansea faces is its inconsistent weather control as it is consistently rains and can switch multiple times a day from good conditions to bad conditions. As Swansea is such a compacted city as well in preparation for the event many roads and areas will be closed off to be able to build or improve facilities which will impacts locals' day to day lifestyle.

Conclusion 
Looking at Swansea current availability to host a major event is there through is many quality facilities and it has also proven to do so the past. It also has its negatives that the council either can't or can't currently control whether that be the weather or its finical instability. Although it's possible for Swansea to host either day major events such as football or rugby games and physically enduring events such as the triathlon and Ironman I do not think it wise for Swansea to include itself as a candidate to host a major event such as the commonwealth games as it will impact the locals and councils economic lifestyle negatively.
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