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Literature Review

There is no shortage of news headlines in the media about Islam and Muslims. Studies have found that “coverage of Muslims increased significantly since 2000 and peaking in 2005”, (Moore, Mason and Lewis, 2008). The negative portrayal of Islam in the media reinforces right wing politics which translate into verbal and physical abuse of Muslims on the streets. Anti Muslim sentiment and physical violence on Muslims has seen a massive increase over the years. The Guardian reported a 26% increase “in Islamophobic attacks, with 1,201 verified reports submitted in 2017”. According to Lizzie Dearden of The Independent, “anti-Muslim hate crimes reported across Britain increased by 593% in the week after a white supremacist killed worshippers at two New Zealand mosques”, (2019). There is a plethora of research which concludes that Islamophobia and xenophobia are realities and rise in attacks on Muslim are encouraged through negative stereotype in the media. 

Whilst the entire Muslim community feel under siege the most vulnerable category affected by this negative stereotype are the young Muslims. Even in educational settings Muslim youth are being asked to prove their loyalty and belonging. In 2010 Andrew Gilligan of The Telegraph was criticized by the Association of Muslim Schools which it termed as “xenophobic and inaccurate reference to the annual Ofsted report” inaccuracies”) AMS, 2010). The report, contrary to Gilligan’s article, stated that “practice in all of the 51 schools visited was at least good with pupils demonstrating a strong sense of identity and belonging to their faith, their school and to Britain; and with a clear commitment to promoting the values of good citizenship”, (AMS, (2010). Muslim youth, unlike their non Muslim/white counterparts have to deal with residual identity they inherited from their parents and grandparents. There is a constant demand on made on Muslim youth to prove their loyalty and belonging. I set out to review literature on Muslim identity crisis among Muslim youth. 

The term ‘youth’ is used to designate physical, mental and psychological states that are neither childhood nor adulthood. In general, it is assumed that young people constitute a separate and significant category of people, as non-adults. Other terms related to ‘youth’ and often used to mean the same thing are, ‘adolescence’, teenager, or ‘young person’. Tony Jeffs and Mark K. Smith (1999) make a distinction in the usage of these terms, and point out that the general recurring theme in their usage one that of the problematic nature of becoming adult. Though these terms are age specific and associated with issues related to development, identity, fashion, and behaviour, the term ‘Youth’, they argue is largely employed where the discussion is centred on the behaviour of young people in the public sphere. As such, the word ‘youth’ has acquired negative connotation and it is commonly linked to words such as 'crime', 'policy' and 'culture'. This in effect has segregated young people from the adult world thus promotes the development to youth culture’. 

In many developed countries there has been a rapid growth of sub-cultures only the young people are privy to. Musgrove (1963) and (Brake (1990) argue that segregation from the adult world did not automatically produce youth with values which run counter to mainstream values.  However, this entirely depends on what the person is doing during segregation. If  young people are cut off from the adult world and are held in low self-esteem by it, then as Musgrove argues counter culture will emerge which has values run counter to dominant culture. While young Muslims are exposed to both, Eastern and Western values and they usually take on board the attitude and values of the receiving culture however, prevalence of prejudice and racism and the unfolding events, notionally and internationally effect Muslim youth in a profound way. According to (Geldard and Geldard: cited in Hayes) awareness of the rejection by the wider society forces young people to search for their ethnic identity and it involves learning about their culture and it is likely to be emotional. During this stage anger and outrage may be directed towards the wider society and its values. The Muslim youth are filled with indignation with the current state of affairs; they see Islam and their respective cultural values under attack from some section of society. The media and even some career minded politicians are doing exceptionally well from demonising Islam and Muslims. This has precipitated in eroding a sense of belonging and loyalty thus the values and norms of the receiving culture are viewed with suspicion and contempt. 

Muslim community in Britain has been the subjects of a number of researches and a corpus of published books and articles are available. A number of research on Muslim youth commissioned by the government investigated the disturbances of summer 2001 in northern towns and cities, for example reports by Ted Cantle (2001), (Clark, (2001) and (Ousley (2001), found many Muslim youth lived in isolation or in the words, “lived parallel lives”. Ethnographic research also gives rich background reports on Bangladeshi and Pakistani and other Muslim communities by writer such as Alam (2006), Saeed et al. (1999) and Jacobson (1998). Other research from a religious studies, sociology and British Muslim history of religion looking at the development of British Muslim Identity (Ansari, (2004), (Hussain,2004 and Malik, (2006) and some of the evolving debates within Muslim communities, often touching on the debates around young people Lewis, 1994 and 2007).

Studies have found that Muslim youth feel disengaged from the mainstream society; at its core is the feeling of alienation. Studies suggest that young people from ethnic minority backgrounds do not feel a sense of belonging to the wider society however; prevalence of racism is the root cause of alienation. While there are a number of useful studies have been carried out on Muslim youth, it is also important to digress from one dimensional approach where Muslim youth are seen as the cause of disaffection and alienation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Muslim youth face many barriers that hinder their opportunities to make successful transition from adolescence to adulthood. While Muslim youth share the experiences of transition to adulthood with their non-Muslim counterparts, they also countenance issues that are uniquely associated with their self-perception as Muslims living in Britain due to racism and islamophobia. According to Dave, J Embery, “identity crisis, discrimination, lack government fair housing and educational policies, limited education and opportunities and continued friction as a result of failed multiculturalism”, resulted in the alienation of Muslim youth in Britain, (p, 5). Research carried out by Muslim Youth Helpline (MYH) identified five major concerns affecting Muslim youth, they are as follows: Relationship; Mental Health; Religion; Offending and Rehabilitation and Sexuality and Sexual Health. Muslim youth face the circumstances under which they are negotiating their place in society cannot be fully appreciated by taking a bird’s eye view of the problems and also by maintaining institutional status quo. Both the Muslim communities and the Muslim youth do not have confidence in mainstream service providers and are often accused of insensitivity or ignorance towards their culture is forcing Muslim youth to adopt a counter culture that is different from other young people. 
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