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“Two decades after the 911 attack, British Muslims still feel the impact”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  ROTA, ‘Two Decades After The 911 Attacks, British Muslims Still Feel The Impact’, Race On The Agenda, 13 September 2021. <https://www.rota.org.uk/content/two-decades-after-911-attacks-british-muslims-still-feel-impact> [accessed Dec 12, 2021].] 

As the headline says, although the 9/11 attack happened two decades ago, the impact of the tragedy for British Muslims still remain. Investigating the impact, this essay argues that 9-11 has damaged the status of Muslims in the United Kingdom (U.K) as evident by the acceptance of Islamophobia and the shift from multiculturalism to integration in managing the Muslims, while recognizing that the damaged has been mitigated by the political participation of British Muslims post-9/11. 
	While this essay seeks to investigate the consequences of 9/11, it recognizes that the effect would have been confounded by events prior to 9/11, such as the Salman Rushdie affair of 1989, the Gulf War of 1991 and communal disturbances by Muslim in early 2001, as well as events post-9/11, such as the Iraq War of 2003, London bombing of July 2005 and increasing terrorist attacks globally[footnoteRef:2]. While anti-Muslim and anti-Islam sentiment are present prior to 9/11, this essay concurs with other scholars that 9/11, with its magnitude of destruction, is a key moment that significantly changes the status of Muslims in the U.K.[footnoteRef:3]   [2:  Scott Poynting and Victoria Mason, '"Tolerance, Freedom, Justice And Peace"?: Britain, Australia And Anti-Muslim Racism Since 11 September 2001', Journal Of Intercultural Studies, 27 (2006), 365-391 (p. 366).]  [3:  Chris Allen, 'From Race To Religion: The New Face Of Discrimination', in Muslim Britain: Communities Under Pressure, ed. by Tahir Abbas (London: ZED Books, 2005), pp. 49-65 (p. 65); Khadijah Elshayyal, 'From Crisis to Opportunity – 9/11 And The Progress Of British Muslim Political Engagement', in Muslims And Political Participation In Britain, ed. by Timothy Peace (Oxfordshire: Routledge, 2015), pp. 174-192 (p. 180); Scott Poynting and Victoria Mason, '"Tolerance, Freedom, Justice And Peace"?: Britain, Australia And Anti-Muslim Racism Since 11 September 2001', p. 366.] 


Acceptance of Islamophobia
	One destructive consequence of 9/11 is making Islamophobia, defined as the fear or dread of Islam[footnoteRef:4], to become prevalent and acceptable in the U.K.. Before 9/11, anti-Muslim and anti-Islamic sentiment were already a growing global phenomenon and were a concern for policymakers[footnoteRef:5]. The 9/11 tragedy, however, makes Islamophobia seen as right and justified given the destruction that Muslims caused. Although 9/11 was a single attack on U.S., it was viewed as an attack on the ideals of the West, which triggered negative reactions against the minority Muslims throughout the western countries including the U.K.[footnoteRef:6]. The immediate consequence was British Muslims were monolithically associated with terrorism and violence, although in reality most of them denounced the 9/11 attack. A report released by EUMC shows that there was a significant rise in attacks, vandalism and abuse on British Muslims in the aftermath of 9/11[footnoteRef:7]. This led British Muslims to feel fearful and question their safety and right as a citizen. According to Allen, Islamophobia continued to proliferate because the 9/11 attack makes the public feel that it is reasonable and right to fear the Muslims and Islam given the threats of Muslims[footnoteRef:8]. Furthermore, the current legislation offers little protection for discrimination based on religious markers[footnoteRef:9].  [4:  Tahir Abbas, 'After 9/11: British South Asian Muslims, Islamophobia, Multiculturalism, And The State', The American Journal Of Islamic Social Sciences, 21 (2004), 26-38 (p. 28).]  [5:  Christopher Allen, 'Justifying Islamophobia: A Post-9/11 Consideration Of The European Union And British Contexts', American Journal of Islam & Society, 21 (2004), 1-25 (p. 2).]  [6:  Scott Poynting and Victoria Mason, '"Tolerance, Freedom, Justice And Peace"?: Britain, Australia And Anti-Muslim Racism Since 11 September 2001', p. 372. ]  [7:  Christopher Allen and Jorgen S. Nielsen, Summary Report On Islamophobia: In The EU After 11 September 2001, (Vienna: European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia, 2002), p. 29.]  [8:  Christopher Allen, 'Justifying Islamophobia: A Post-9/11 Consideration Of The European Union And British Contexts', p. 21.]  [9:  Chris Allen, 'From Race To Religion: The New Face Of Discrimination', p. 49.] 

What Islamophobia has caused is that society has become uncritically receptive of negative perceptions and images of Islam and Muslims[footnoteRef:10]. An example of how this negative attitude towards British Muslims has manifested and perpetuated can be seen in the perception of the British public towards the visual identifiers of Muslim[footnoteRef:11]. The Muslim communities are one of the most visually recognizable faith community with their traditional Islamic attire[footnoteRef:12]. After 9-11, not only their visual identification became more salient as they were scrutinized by the public, they were associated with terrorism and violent attitudes[footnoteRef:13]. As a result, Muslims with visible identifiers of Islam became targets for abuse and hatred[footnoteRef:14]. Islamophobia is also in the British politics and has made it socially legitimate for political parties to use hatred and abuses of Muslims to gain votes. Following 9/11, the British National Party (BNP) focused their campaign against Muslims by propagating hatred towards Muslims, such as creating leaflet titled “Islam out of Britain” and employing I.S.L.A.M as an acronym for “Intolerance, Slaughter, Looting, Arson, Molestation of women”[footnoteRef:15].  Despite the obviously discriminatory message, the BNP found quasi-legitimacy and was able to obtain elected seats across the country, revealing the anti-Muslim stance within the public[footnoteRef:16]. Islamophobia is also observed in the British media representation of Muslims in the U.K. Following 9/11, Poole observed that amidst the significant increase in coverage of Muslims and Islam in the British media[footnoteRef:17], there was a significant shift to portray British Muslims in negative perspectives, such as associating them with terrorism, linking Islam belief with the act of terrorism, highlighting the tolerance of British compared to the intolerance of Muslims, British Muslims being radicalized, and Muslims having values that are different from British values[footnoteRef:18]. Such negative portrayal reinforces and perpetuates the negative perception towards British Muslims, which make them feel unaccepted and despised[footnoteRef:19].  [10:  Tahir Abbas, 'After 9/11: British South Asian Muslims, Islamophobia, Multiculturalism, And The State', p. 29.]  [11:  Christopher Allen, 'Justifying Islamophobia: A Post-9/11 Consideration Of The European Union And British Contexts', p. 10.]  [12:  Ibid, p. 10]  [13:  Ibid, p. 10]  [14:  Ibid, p. 11]  [15:  Chris Allen, 'From Race To Religion: The New Face Of Discrimination', p. 56.]  [16:  Ibid, p. 60]  [17:  Elizabeth Poole, 'Change and Continuity In The Representation Of British Muslims Before And After 9/11: The UK Context', Global Media Journal -- Canadian Edition, 4 (2011), 49-62, (p. 54). ]  [18:  Ibid, pp. 54-58. ]  [19:  Tahir Abbas, 'After 9/11: British South Asian Muslims, Islamophobia, Multiculturalism, And The State', p. 30. ] 


Decline of Multiculturalism
	Another damage that 9-11 has caused is the status of the minority British Muslim in the perspective of the state. This is apparent in the shift in the emphasis of U.K.’s policy to manage its diverse ethnic minority populations from multiculturalism to integration[footnoteRef:20]. Before 9/11, the diversity of U.K. population is managed through the philosophy of multiculturalism that cultivates both a common sense of belonging among its citizens and a willingness to respect deep cultural differences[footnoteRef:21]. But following 9/11, multiculturalism took a back seat as the focus shifts to war against terrorism and domestic security[footnoteRef:22]. While multiculturalism has been deemed as a threat to national security even prior to 9/11, they have been generally advocated by the right wing; but the 9/11 attack drew in the liberals and the center Left to join the attack[footnoteRef:23]. Multiculturalism is criticized as an over-tolerance of cultural diversity that allows extremism to fester in the U.K.[footnoteRef:24]. The rhetoric shifts to the need to promote integration to eradicate conflicts that are inevitable in a diverse society[footnoteRef:25]. Perceived as a group of people whose cultural differences were too distant from the British values, British Muslims were singled out as a group who needs integration[footnoteRef:26]. The critics argue that multiculturalism has encouraged Muslims to self-segregate and live with their own values, which result in extremism and home-grown threat to national security[footnoteRef:27]. Integration, which Kundnani pointed out is effectively assimilation to British values, is adopted by the state to manage the British Muslims[footnoteRef:28]. Assuming that the Muslim culture is incompatible with the British society, the integrationist approach demands British Muslims to make a greater effort to conform to a set of core British values to promote community cohesion.     [20:  Tahir Abbas, 'Muslim Minorities In Britain: Integration, Multiculturalism And Radicalism In The Post-7/7 Period', Journal Of Intercultural Studies, 28 (2007), 287-300 (p. 290).]  [21:  Tahir Abbas, 'After 9/11: British South Asian Muslims, Islamophobia, Multiculturalism, And The State', p. 33. ]  [22:  Ibid, p. 34.]  [23:  Arun Kundnani, The End Of Tolerance: Racism In 21st Century Britain (London: Pluto Press, 2007), p. 122.]  [24:  Ibid, p. 6.]  [25:  Ibid, p. 7.]  [26:  Ibid, p. 7.]  [27:  Ibid, p. 123.]  [28:  Ibid, p. 123.] 

	The integrationist approach adopted post-9/11 has undermined the status and value of Muslims in the U.K. First, integration puts the blame on Muslims and their cultural values for self-segregation and ignores the role of individual and institutional racisms as the barriers for them to be part of a cohesive British society. Second, it views the Muslim culture as monolithic and ignores the cultural, social, economic and political diversity within the community. Such view is biased as it puts the blame on the whole Muslim community although the terrorism act of 9/11 was committed by a small number of radicalized Muslims. Third, integration implies that the Muslim identity is in contradiction to the British identity, and thus Muslims have to decide whether they are first Muslim or British[footnoteRef:29]. According to Hussein, this should be a non-issue as the two identities are distinct, where one involves religious identity and the other is a national identity[footnoteRef:30]. If Christian and British identities can co-exist, then Muslim and British identities should be embraced too.     [29:  Dilwar Hussein, 'The Impact Of 9/11 On British Muslim Identity', in Islam And The West Post 9/11, ed. by Ron Geaves and others (Oxfordshire: Routledge, 2004), pp. 115-129 (p. 124).]  [30:  Ibid, p. 124.] 


Greater Political Participation
	While 9/11 was a crisis that undermines the status of Muslims in the U.K., the response of the Muslim community has mitigated the damage. In light of the reactions post- 9/11 that put a negative light upon Muslim and Islam, Muslims in the U.K. have responded by engaging in greater political participation to state their positions and clarify misunderstandings about Islam and Muslims. One example is the emergence of the Muslim Council of Britain (MCB) as the de facto Muslim representative organization that policymakers and media can engage to discuss matters in relation to British Muslims[footnoteRef:31]. As the voice of British Muslims, MCB organized events and published writings to dispel the perception of violent Islam and publicly condemn the attacks carried out by Al-Qaeda. The crisis is also a catalyst for greater political participation at the grassroots level. One such group is the women from British Muslim communities. The events of 9/11 had taken the women from their ordinary private life into the unwanted exposure of public gaze due to the debate over Islamic dress[footnoteRef:32]. Faced with the scrutiny, Muslim women had to respond to assert that it is their right to wear Islamic dress, and as they become involved in the public discourse, they also become more involved in social movements and grassroot organizations[footnoteRef:33]. For example, after 9/11, more Muslim women became more involved in their community, such as helping homeless, to counter negative stereotypes of Muslim communities[footnoteRef:34]. Greater political participation is also observed among young British Muslims in the social media. For instance, young British Muslims are using Facebook Groups to engage Muslims and non-Muslims to educate others about Islam and correct misunderstandings about Muslims[footnoteRef:35].  [31:  Khadijah Elshayyal, 'From Crisis to Opportunity – 9/11 And The Progress Of British Muslim Political Engagement', p. 175.]  [32:  Khursheed Wadia, 'Women From Muslim Communities In Britain: Political And Civic Activism In The 9/11 Era', in Muslims And Political Participation in Britain, ed. by Timothy Peace (Oxfordshire: Routledge, 2015), pp. 85-102 (p. 85)]  [33:  Ibid, p. 86.]  [34:  Ibid, p. 95.]  [35:  Brooke Storer-Church, 'Facebook Groups As Potential Political Publics? Exploring Ideas Of The Political Amongst Young British Muslim Facebook Users', in Muslims And Political Participation in Britain, ed. by Timothy Pearce (Routledge, 2015), pp. 156-173 (p. 168).] 


Conclusion
	The 9/11 attack was a terrifying and devastating tragedy but the consequence on Muslims in U.K. were destructive too. Although the 9/11 attack occurred in the U.S., the framing of the attack as an assault on the ideology of the West has implicated British Muslims. Fear over Muslims threat leads to justification of Islamophobia that manifests through visual identifiers, political sphere and the media. The status of Muslims shifts from one that is an equal citizen in a society that embraces multiculturalism into a group that needs to be integrated into the British society. Nonetheless, British Muslims have responded post 9-11, engaging in greater political participation to correct the misconception about Muslims in the U.K.. 
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