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Ellen MacArthur
In this essay, I will identify a pioneer in the development of Outdoor Education as an approach to learning. A pioneer is defined as a person who is among the first to explore an area, or research and develop a new area of knowledge and activity (The Concise Oxford Dictionary, 1976). Ellen MacArthur is an example of an outdoor pioneer, mainly in the sport of Sailing. MacArthur's accomplishments in the sport have changed the role of women and how they are seen relative to their male counterparts. Furthermore, her use of webcam technology revolutionised public understanding and interest in the sport, motivating other outdoor adventurers to do the same.
Dame Ellen MacArthur, (DBE) became prominent in the sailing world at a young age. She started her sailing career at just 19 years old by sailing around the UK and subsequently won the BT/YJA Young Sailor of the Year Award (Fry, 2002:49). In 1997 she raced single-handedly across the Atlantic in the mini Transat race, followed by a win in the open-50 class in the 1998 Route de Rhum race which also won her the award of BT/YJA sailor of the year (Fry, 2002:49).  In 2001 she receive international attention when she came second in the Vendee Globe race, becoming the fastest woman and youngest person ever to race solo around the word, after a 100 days at sea (Fry, 2002:49). Ellen's greatest sailing accomplishment to date, however, is the record for the fastest, solo circumnavigation, in less than 72 days (Fossett; 2005: 91). 
By winning what is “arguably the world’s hardest, most challenging round the world, solo race" (BBC Sport, 7th Feb 2005), she has become an inspiration to, especially those who want to pursue outdoor adventure, showing that with great determination and courage, you can reach your dreams. She went out there and proved that women can be just as successful at a sport that is dominated by men.  It is a very demanding sport, both physically and mentally. You have to be strong, you have to be tough and you have to be determined. You can understand why a woman, of Ellen’s age and size, would be expected not to be a successful sailor. During the race in which MacArthur broke the record, the race director said “If Ellen could win the race it would prove that the sport is not as physical, as male, as people think” (Noble, 2001: 68).
When competing in the Vendee Globe race Ellen had fitted on her boat an on board webcam and wireless internet connection. This technology enabled her to provide a daily video diary, streamed from the ‘Kingfisher Challenges’ website, which had over 72 million hits, during the race (Noble, 2002: 68). As a result of this, fellow outdoor pioneers like David Hempleman- Adams, also became interested in this newfound sensation. Noble (2002:68) reported that “If the Chinese can give him permission to use their air space, explorer David Hempleman- Adams could soon be sending live webcast reports from a balloon flying over Mount Everest “.
To conclude, the use of the webcam technology in addition to Ellen’s achievements of succeeding as a woman proves that she is a great pioneer in the field of outdoor adventure. As a young woman studying Outdoor Education, I am inspired by Elle
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