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Introduction  


  The aim of this research report about the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) - Moodle, on the students learning experience in the University  of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus by creating a questionnaire, collecting  and analysing primary and secondary data.
   What is Virtual Learning Environment ?   “ A virtual learning environment (VLE) is a set of teaching and learning tools designed to improve a student's learning experience by including computers and the Internet in the learning process.” 
         ( Margaret Rouse )
This is an online system which delivers learning materials to students . These materials include assessments , student tracking , collaboration and communication tools. Can be accessed on or off - campus , which means that student can have a 24 hours, 7 days a week access support.
The students can attend on-line classes into the comfort of they home,  the purpose of any VLE is to facilitate e-learning, which is a great opportunity for students who need to work , as well. 
  What is Moodle ? “Moodle is the name of a program that allows the classroom to extend onto the web. This program allows a common place for students to go for many classroom resources. Using Moodle, you can post news items, assign and collect assignments, post electronic journals and resources, and more. This manual seeks to introduce you to the features of this program .”  ( Matt Riordan Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy mriordan@cvcaroyals.org ) .
Moodle helps students to be up to date with projects , essays , also they can have access to all the information the lecturer is teaching if they are not able to attend a class. It will be communicated via emails all important news , teachers and students can get in contact just login in they Moodle account. Also, the reports / assignments will be submitted via Moodle into Turnitin and the students can be anywhere they want the only thing they will need being their laptops and an internet connection .
  
 

       Data is the collection of raw measurements, which processed will result information. The conclusion of the processed information will give the knowledge, and knowledge used correctly in a skill with the expected result will be known as wisdom.
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There are two types of data : quantitative ( this shows the numbers, figures and we can create graphs and charts using the quantitative data) and the qualitative ( it uses words or images to describe something).
Using the primary resource /primary data a questionnaire was created and given to a group in the  University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus- The Oval location to find out how they find out using the VLE – Moodle: 
Survey in UWTSD Virtual Learning Environment
Student name : Alina Scoipan
Student number : 1816722 
What is your gender?
Male          Female        Transgender           
What is your age?
18 – 25      25 – 35    35 - above
	 Question 1 - 5
	yes
	no

	1 . Have you ever used or heard about Virtual Learning Environment ? ( VLE )
	5
	10

	2 .  Is Moodle part of VLE ?
	15
	0

	3 . Is it VLE easy to access ?
	9
	6

	4 . Does Moodle allows to students to gain more classroom resources?
	3
	12

	5 . Is it easy to communicate with students and lecturers on Moodle?
	11
	4



	Questions 6 - 10
	True
	False

	6 . If you skip a class you find enough information on Moodle to be up to date with your studies ?
	8
	7

	7 . Is it VLE a positive and helpful aspect on your course? 
	14
	1

	8 . is it Moodle used for the course you are currently taking?
	15  
	0

	9 . Can you use Moodle from different devices suck as smartphone, laptops, tablets?
	15 
	0

	10 . Is it VLE well designed and easy to use?
	6
	9



	 Questions 11 - 15
	Agree
	Neutral
	disagree

	11 . Do you use Moodle only because your teachers ask you so?
	3
	8
	4

	12 . The materials on Moodle are always up to date?
	7
	6
	2

	13 . Had Moodle increased your chances to successfully complete your course? 
	0
	10
	5

	14 . Moodle helps you with communication and makes you feel more involved in the course ?
	13
	1
	1

	15 . Is it Moodle professional looking as many as others systems on net ?
	15
	0
	0



[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
This questionnaire , was created to see how a group of students from the  University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus- The Oval location ( 15 persons ) find using VLE – Moodle.  With the answers been able create a chart as shown on the page. 
We can see that the questions are related only to the use of Virtual Learning Environment – Moodle to find out how a group of 15 students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus, to find if they find it easy to use , if they ever heard about VLE, if they can communicate with other students or lecturer with the application  or if they use Moodle only because the teacher asks them. 
  My first 5 questions were getting the answers YES or NO and as we can see everyone find it easy to use the online platform but not so many believe that Moodle allows students to gain more classroom resources apart of what the lecturer teaches in the classroom. We can see that not so many students had heard about  VLE before starting their course to University.
   Next set of 5 questions , number 6 to 10, needed answers with TRUE or FALSE; and as we can see most  of the answers were true; it means that students see VLE – Moodle as a helpful part into their student life . If they can  not attend a class then they will find all the material on the Moodle , VLE it is seen as a positive thing in education, and the students find it really useful for the taking course; a really good thing is also as you can get access to it from all sort of devices ( such as smartphones, laptops, tablets or desk computers.), but we can see that a small group of students is struggling using it  and they do not think is well designed.
   The last set of 5 questions, questions 11 to 15, required answers as AGREE, NEUTRAL or DISAGREE ; and here we can see that most of the students do  agree that Moodle helps with the communication, it makes students feel more involved into the course, students think Moodle is as professional looking as many others online systems but they prefer not to say or stay neutral when I popped the question if they think these platform increased their chances to successfully complete their course, or they prefer to be neural regarding if the materials are up to date or if they use it only because the teacher asked so. 
   Over all we can see that VLE – Moodle is very well seen by students, they can be always on contact with other students or lecturers, can get faster information if one of the lecturer is not able to attend the class, if you were not able to attend a class when you had an in-class exercise you will get it rescheduled via email( on Moodle).  
             This is a primary data but as easy as this secondary data was able to give us the answers  at our question.
It is known that using this primary resource there are some advantages , creating your own question so the answer will be the one wanted , but also some disadvantages , like the time used .
   Secondary data are data that have been collected by other researchers , they can be individuals, a group or a body working in the behalf of an organization . Secondary data includes everything from annual reports , promotional materials , parent company documentation , published case description , magazines , journal articles and newspaper reports to government printed sources .
If there is a limited resource of secondary data then it get involved primary data , when the questionnaire are created and you can get the exact information you want. 
  There are several advantages for using secondary data such as you can find it available through the library at a very low cost or free of charge,  also in contrast with primary data it is straight – forward to collect it. 
   The disadvantages like the information is difficult to access it or it may be costly , specially for students researchers (    you can find a very  good report online but you may need to make one-off payment or a monthly subscription to gain access to it ), it may not be compatible with the subject you need to make the research, you may not be able to verify the source. 
As an example for secondary data I can use my first semester PowerPoint group presentation when we had to do research about the organization ,,Marie Curie “ and to find out as much information as we could about how the foundation took life, how they help terminal ill people to find their last moment of life more bearable, how the patients and their families got the support they needed from  the charity organization; which been the challenges, insights and impacts of introducing the modern technology.

Conclusion   

    Online platforms give access to information 24 hours/ 7 days a week not like when students been limited only to books/ library or campus library where they could have access only in a certain interval and they suppose to read more books then they have to do it in our days as you can find more information’s about a certain subject just looking for it on line. 
  Virtual Learning Environment- Moodle is helping students to be more involved into their studies, specially as they can easily access it from different devices.
   Assignment can be uploaded on Moodle- Turnitin  till 23:59 pm so these give an extra  time for student to review their work and uploaded. 
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1.Have you ever used or heard about Virtual Learning Environment  (VLE)?  5  10  

2.Is Moodle part of VLE?  15  0  

3.Is it VLE easy to access?    9  6  

4.Does Moodle allows students to gain more  classroom resources ?  3  12  

5.Is it easy to communicate with students or lecturers from  Moodle?  11  4  
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 Tru e   Fals e  

6.If you skip a class you find enough information on Moodle to  be up to date with your studies?  8  7  

7.Is it VLE a positive and  helpful aspect on your course?    14  1  

8.Is it Moodle used for the course you are currently taking?  15  0  

9.Can you use Moodle from different devices suck as tablet,  smartphone, laptop or desk computers?  15  0  

10.Is it VLE well designed and easy to use?    6  9  
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