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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Title Question: UK police services use of stop and search powers and how stereotyping from the police has impacted public confidence. 
Why?: Stereotyping within the police service is still an ongoing issue, from the case of Stephen Lawrence to Bianca Williams. One main area of police work where stereotyping is seen prominently is in cases of stop and search. As this power is down to the discretion of each officer, it is largely seen that officers stereotype individuals based of personal biases or racism. It’s these decisions made by officers that seem to create a trend, with the trend being minorities targeted more often than white people. It’s because of this that the publics trust in the police has started to decline, as they believe certain groups of people are being targeted. Without the publics trust, the police cannot carry out their job. Even though more policies and reports have been published over the years regarding stop searches and police discretion, it is still an ongoing problem. It is for this reason that I believe it is important to research as it is not an issue that will be resolved any time soon.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
A key aim within this study is to research the police power of stop and search and to identify how generic stereotyping has led to an overuse of poor discretion from police officers during their execution of stop and search powers. As a result of this, the loss of public confidence will be investigated and how important public confidence in the police really is before it starts to have consequences.
 
Objective 1: To highlight the definition of stop and search and the legal precedent that governs the police’s use of the power.
Objective 2: To focus on stereotyping within the police and how it affects police officers’ discretion during stop and search procedures.
Objective 3: To explore how police stereotyping during stop and search procedures can impact public confidence in the police and the effects of that.
Objective 4: To examine how the police are addressing the issue of police stereotyping.

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Blackstone’s Police Operational handbook: Practise and Procedure (Second Edition)
· I will be using this book within my research as it explains the regulations of the stop and search powers and it briefly explains the legislation behind the powers. This information will help me achieve objective 1. This book also has a list of further references which I will use as I continue my research.
Policing Development & Contemporary Practise
· I will be using this book as it provides details on the Macpherson Report, which highlights issues with police stop and search. It also explores how the police are addressing issues with stop and search powers. Although this book is slightly outdated, it will give me a comparison when it comes to answering objective 4 at how differently the police are addressing issues. 
Doing Research on Crime and Justice (Second Edition)
· This book outlines the impact of the Lawrence Enquire (Macpherson Report). I will be able to use this information along with other information found about this subject to further explain the impacts.
CVR Insights – The Black Community and Human Rights
· This document provides quantitative data from a survey conducted to see how minorities feel towards the police. Although the data isn’t specific for stop and searches, it does provide a viewpoint of public confidence in the police, which I can use to help answer Objective 3.
HMICFRS – Disproportionate use of police powers
· This report highlights a lot of information that will help me answer my research title. It looks at the disproportionality of stop and searches and why it’s important to reduce and why diversity training isn’t enough on its own to reduce disproportionality. This information, along with more information I collect throughout my research, will help me answer all of my objectives.
YouGov Survey
· This is a government funded survey which looked at the stop and search power and if the public have noticed a change in policing due to it. The information within this report will help me answer objective 3, as it will provide a generalised answer of how the public feel towards the police. It will also provide a basis to compare my own data to.
As well as the references above, I will be using the Gov website to find more research and statistics on stop and searches in the UK. I will also be using pieces of legislation to provide accurate definitions of certain terms.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
To help answer the research title, a survey will be created and distributed. The survey will consist of 8 to 12 questions, although this may change as my research continues as questions may need to be added to support or reject research found. The survey will mostly consist of tick-box answers, allowing quantitative data to be collected. The reason for this data type being used more is due to the fact that it will be used to compare data and graphs and charts can be made to portray the data.
Text boxes will also be used to see how the public feel about the police and if there are any key words that keep appearing in any answers. One reason there will not be lots of qualitative data is that some people may not the time or desire to explain their answers, therefore leaving the boxes blank or entering information which could taint any genuine data. 
Apart from a survey, a Freedom of Information request with South Wales Police may be used   to obtain more data in regards to stop and searches in the South Wales area. This research is dependant on whether the information is readily available and if South Wales Police are allowed to disclose the information asked for.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The target audience for the survey will be the general public. There will not be a set target audience, although there will be restrictions on who can answer the survey, for example, over 18s only.
The survey will be shared on social media platforms, such as Facebook, twitter, Instagram and Snapchat to reach out to a wide variety of people. The survey will also be shared through instant messaging apps, such as WhatsApp to reach different groups of people. 
In an effort to widen the geographical area of responses, I will attempt to join online social media groups in other regions which will give me different sets of data to compare against each other.
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