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[bookmark: _Hlk39319551]Special Education Needs (SEN) to Additional Learning Needs (ALN)            ALN is a new statutory support system for CYP’s aged between 0-25 which is to come into force September 2021. The Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal Act was created and passed in January 2018. The Welsh Government (2020) aim to make sure that all CYP’s with an ALN will be supported to overcome any barriers of learning, and to be able to achieve their full potential by offering a collaborated process of assessments, planning and monitoring to provide the essential support that is necessary for them to achieve their outcomes. It offers honest and clear system in providing information and guidance and for resolving concerns and appeals. 


Age                                                        The new statutory framework which is coming into force in September 2021 will be supporting children and young people with additional learning needs from birth through to 25 whilst they are in school and move on to further education, unlike the current Special Education Needs provision which only supports children from school age (usually 3) up to the age of 16. The Welsh Government propose that the new framework will help children and young people transition into schools and colleges easier as they will still get the same support they need and have had throughout their previous school years, this will make it easier for staff  to continue supporting with interventions and approaches that have been working well for the child to reach their goals (Department of Education, no date).
What you need to know about the new additional learning needs and education act 2018 and what the implications are for practitioners.                                                                                                                                                                                                The name of the act has changed from Special Education Needs (SEN) to Additional Learning Needs (ALN) this act was created and passed in 2018. It should have been introduced in schools by 2020 but is extending the time to 2021 due to the changes of the Curriculum (Curriculum for Wales, 2018).  According to Dauncey (2016) the current act is out-dated, it was created 30 years ago and the current needs of ALN pupils and education settings have changed, the law need to keep up with the modern changes of life. According to Special Needs Jungle (2018) the current act had issues in that the local authority were able to refuse your child a statement, refuse to assess your child’s needs or even amend their statement, despite this with the new act parents/families can challenge the authorities on their decision.  The Government’s aim is to make sure that all learning from 0-25 will be encouraged and supported to overcome barriers to learning and to be able to achieve their full potential. ALN is when a child or young person is identified to have significant difficulty in learning, more than others the same age Gov. Wales (2020). The government (2018) have also changed the system of Individual Education Plan (IEP) they will, from 2021 be called Individual Development Plan (IDP), which are similar except they will hold a lot more information, instead of just the child’s education needs. Also Special Education Needs Coordinator (SENCo) will soon become Additional Learning Needs Coordinator (ALNCo), (SNAP Cymru, nd) state that the whole child and their families will now be more involved than before because (Curriculum for Wales, 2018) it is important that the child be included to voice their wishes, and wants and their families are included, for them to be informed of any changes, get the advice they need, also it is a time for seeing their child’s progression and next steps. According to Article 13 on the Rights of the Child they state that every child has a right to voice their opinions and to be heard and express their thoughts (UNICEF, 2019). The Welsh Government recognised that a more modern approach to support the system was needed as the current system was out-dated by 30 years, this draws upon why the Additional Learning Needs Education have changed to support the children through education and their life choices which is a good reason to extend the age from 0-25, as the older children will be able to have the support they need to move forward into further education.
[bookmark: _Hlk39146643][bookmark: _Hlk39146644][bookmark: _Hlk39146645][bookmark: _Hlk39146646][bookmark: _Hlk39321393][bookmark: _Hlk39321394][bookmark: _Hlk39321395][bookmark: _Hlk39321396]Changes to an Individual Education Plan (IEP) which is now replaced by an Individual Development Plan (IDP)                           The IDP is an entitlement to all children and young people (CYP) who have an additional learning difficulty/disability, regardless of the severity. It will provide details of the child’s difficulties, the targets that are put in place, what is important to them, their likes, dislikes, how can we support, what is working what is not working to support them to achieve their goals. The emphasis of IDPs will be on making provision’s that deliver tangible outcomes that can contribute in a meaningful way to the child or young person’s achievement of their full potential. The difference between the plans are that the IDP can replace or integrate other plans, for example, Individual behaviour plan (IBP), Personal Education Plan (PEP) (SNAP Cymru, n d). Unlike statements which stop when the child leaves school, an IDP will continue up to 25 years of age if the young person goes onto further education (SNAP Cymru 2020). Furthermore, goals should be modified to each individual CYP’s needs and abilities as the new curriculum states that education will be designed to the individual child’s ability which will work alongside the new Additional Learning Needs (ALN) (Curriculum for Wales, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Hlk39322004]Special Education Needs Coordinator (SENCo) to Additional Learning Needs Coordinator (ALNCo)                                        SENCo will be changing to ALNCo under the new act. If an individual is already acting as an SENCo they can undertake the role of an ALNCo. However, prior to the act if there is a new starter coming into the role then they will have to meet the requirements prescribed by law. The key responsibilities for the ALNCo, are to make sure the children with ALN’s needs are met within the education system. They help to identify the needs through producing an IDP, ensuring that they are produced to the child’s unique ability and are appropriately reviewed throughout the year. According to (SNAP Cymru nd) they state that the current system being SENCo did not have to include the child and their families to meetings to discuss their IEP, However the with the new IDP the government see how beneficial it is for the child and the family to be present at the meeting as they can express their feelings, opinions, and get the advice that they will need to support each other. 


[bookmark: _Hlk39321539]Changes to the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (WALES) Act 2018


