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Considering two attempts to reform astrology, compare and contrast the competing priorities involved in each.

Word count – 3131 excluding headings, captions and bibliography
Introduction:
[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay compares and contrasts two attempts to specifically reform mundane astrology.  The first astrologer was Johannes Kepler (1571-1630 CE) and the second was Charles Harvey (1940 CE-2000 CE). The first part of the essay considers the drivers for reform and the scope considered by each astrologer.  The next series of themes are structured around Harvey’s approach to mundane astrology which was to start from the higher order cycles and work downwards to the more detailed analysis.  The final two sections compare their reforms related to planetary properties, signs, houses and the influence of location on mundane analysis.
Scope of the reforms:
For both Kepler and Harvey there were similar drivers that may have given rise to their respective attempts at reform.  That is to say there was a collective failure of astrologers to forecast major events such as WWII, or they made forecasts of major catastrophes which did not occur such as the flood of 1524.[footnoteRef:1]  In either case, it appears they recognised that mundane astrology had been brought into disrepute by the astrological practices of their time. [1:  Charles E. O. Carter, An Introduction to Political Astrology (London; L. N. Fowler & Co. Ltd 1951), pp.11-12; Lynn Thorndyke, History of Magic and Experimental Science (8 vols, New York: Columbia University Press, 1923– 58), Vol. V. chap XI. ] 

Kepler’s proposed reforms were set out in his 1601 paper entitled On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology.[footnoteRef:2]  As the title implies Kepler appeared to want mundane astrology forecasts to be grounded only in those parts of the discipline that could be justified from his understanding of the sixteenth and seventeenth century astrophysics.  In section one of the paper he described in some detail the physical causes attributed to the Sun, the Moon and the means by which the other planets influence the Earth.  In section two he focused on the geometrical causes, such as planetary aspects, cycles and planetary harmonics.  In section three Kepler made extensive mundane forecasts for 1602, including the weather, eclipses, agriculture, general health, political, military and geological.  He also analysed four major astrological events which he saw as having significance for 1602.[footnoteRef:3]  He also introduced an important element of conditionality in the wording of mundane forecasts as demonstrated in Thesis 72.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  J. Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, Vol. 123, No. 2 (Apr. 27, 1979), pp.85-116.  ]  [3:  J. Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, pp.100-105.  ]  [4:  J. Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, p.104.  ] 

The key texts describing Harvey’s approach to mundane astrology are certain chapters in Mundane Astrology and the whole of Anima Mundi.[footnoteRef:5]  In part one of Anima Mundi, as the title suggests, he based his mundane astrology on the Platonic concept of a World Soul.  Harvey favoured a key quotation from Plato: ‘Above all else, keep your gaze on unity’. He goes on to say this meant ‘The heavenly bodies were the first formed thoughts of God, and those heavenly bodies are the instruments of time……In other words, it is the cycles of the heavens that unfold the eternal ideas in the temporal’.[footnoteRef:6]   [5:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995).  The chapters attributed to Charles Harvey are: 6, 7 (part), 8 (part),9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 (part) and Appendix 1; Charles Harvey, Anima Mundi (London: Centre for Psychological Astrology Press, 2002).  ]  [6:  Charles Harvey, Anima Mundi (London: Centre for Psychological Astrology Press, 2002), p.35.] 

It appears that Harvey was much less driven than Kepler by the need to restrict use of mundane astrological tools to those that could be justified by the astrophysics of his time.  In Anima Mundi he suggested the audience consider Liz Greene’s analogy between astrology and electricity, ‘we don’t need to know how it works in order to use it.  There is no one in this room who does not know these planetary principles work……and they work on a continual basis’.[footnoteRef:7]   [7:  Charles Harvey, Anima Mundi (London: Centre for Psychological Astrology Press, 2002), p.37.] 

In Mundane Astrology Harvey wrote about ‘a great interlocking hierarchy of cycles……each cycle has its own particular and unique place and purpose’.[footnoteRef:8]  As described later in that book the hierarchy of cycles envisaged by Harvey extended above the planetary dyads analysed by Kepler, incorporating the composite cycles championed by Barbault.[footnoteRef:9]  Below the level of the dyads, Harvey considered ingresses and lunations, rejected by Kepler, but which are simply lower order, annual, three-month and one-month cycles.[footnoteRef:10]  He identified the main reason for mundane astrology’s poor track record as being due to astrologers having become ‘myopically focussed on these relatively short cycles, believing against the evidence, that they can somehow reveal more than they could reasonably be expected to do unaided’.  He made the point that to be used effectively these shorter cycles needed to be used within the broader context provided by the hierarchy of planetary and composite cycles.[footnoteRef:11]  This concept is perhaps key to the scope of Harvey’s mundane reforms. [8:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), p.139.]  [9:  Andre Barbault, Planetary Cycles - Mundane Astrology (London: Astrological Association, 2016), pp.148-152.]  [10:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), p.244.]  [11:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), pp. 241-242.] 

Composite planetary cycles:
The idea of compositing the constantly changing aspects of all the social and outer planetary dyads appears to have originated with Henri-Joseph Gouchon in the 1930s and 1940s.  It was picked up and developed by Barbault from the mid 1960s onwards with additional work by others such as Claude Ganeau.[footnoteRef:12]  Although Harvey was not the originator of composite planetary cycles, he was responsible for bringing a clear description of the technique to the English-speaking community of astrologers.  This was not an easy undertaking as Lynn Bell noted in a recent article on Barbault: ‘his dense literary style defied translation into English until 2014’.[footnoteRef:13]  Even so the 2016 translation of Barbault’s book Planetary Cycles still does not provide the level of clarity on composite cycles that Harvey achieved in Mundane Astrology over twenty years previously.[footnoteRef:14]   [12:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), pp. 167-175.]  [13:  Lynn Bell, ‘Andre Barbault – At the Crossroads of Time’, The Mountain Astrologer, Vol. 200, August/September 2018, pp. 46-47.]  [14:  Andre Barbault, Planetary Cycles - Mundane Astrology (London: Astrological Association, 2016), pp.148-152.] 

Barbault’s Cyclic Index is constructed by summing the angular separation of each of the ten outer planetary dyads. See figure 1 for a simple schematic.  This is normally done on an annual basis using the Spring Equinox as a starting point, although Harvey did show more detailed charts using a monthly time frame.[footnoteRef:15]  Barbault developed a number of derivative indices and other astrologers such as Claude Ganeau constructed indices that were based on summing the difference between the waxing pairs and waning pairs (Index of Cyclic Equilibrium).  See figure 2 for an example visual output for the indices. [15:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995) p 392.] 

Although the idea of compositing dynamic planetary aspects is credited to the French school of astrologers, it appears that Kepler may have foreshadowed the potential of this type of analysis.  In Thesis 48 he wrote about the possibility that, in addition to the angular aspects, the relative harmonic motions of the planets could be considered as part of the interpretation: 
‘why not also the proportionate motions of pairs of stars as often as they are directed towards a harmony so that one passes through an equal space more quickly and another more slowly in harmonic proportion…Nevertheless this cause has not been confirmed by experience, nor has a method yet been constructed by which harmonies of this kind can be investigated’.[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  J. Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, p.99.] 

The above does suggest that the composite cycle work of the French school, which was brought into the English-speaking world by Harvey, definitely had a Keplerian lineage.

[image: ]
Figure 1 The angular evolution of a planetary pair 
(essay author’s diagram)
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Figure 2 Barbault and Ganeau composite cycles of the outer planetary dyads (output of an Excel calculator developed by the essay author)


Planetary aspects:
For Kepler planetary aspects were core to his reforms as geometry could be measured and the effects explained.  He expanded the number of geometrical aspects of interest for the mundane astrologer from the traditional five to eight.  The additions in Thesis 38 being Quintile (72 degrees), Biquintile (144 degrees) and Sesquiquadrate (135 degrees).[footnoteRef:17]  These were used, for example, in his weather forecasts for 1602.   [17:  J. Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, p.97.] 

Although seemingly a side issue, Kepler’s addition of three aspects could be seen as a significant part of his reforms. One view is it opened the way for twentieth century mundane astrologers to explore the true value of using other harmonics in planetary aspects.  Harvey pointed out that the traditional aspects (conjunction, opposition, trine and square, or 1st to the 4th harmonics) are usually adequate when looking at events, turning points or crises.  However, to understand the inner significance of the time in question he considered it was necessary to look at the higher harmonics.  In this regard he acknowledged the debt owed to John Addey who pioneered a lot of the twentieth century work on harmonics in astrology.[footnoteRef:18]  Harvey equated the 5th, 7th and 9th harmonics with deeper creative impulses, inspirational factors and formative forces respectively.[footnoteRef:19]  He investigated these particular harmonics in more depth in the book Working with Astrology.[footnoteRef:20]  Harvey observed that it was easier to see the effects of these subtle harmonics with the slower moving outer planetary pairs.[footnoteRef:21]  He drew on some of Barbault’s work, providing extensive detail of the outer and inner processes associated with all these aspects, including important differences between the waxing and waning phases of the overall cycle.[footnoteRef:22]  The latter is an important element of Harvey’s reforms. When describing use of seasonal, lunation and daily cycles as an archetype for the bigger scale aspects he noted that many astrologers fail, for example, to differentiate qualities of waxing and waning squares.[footnoteRef:23]  [18:  John Addey, Harmonics in Astrology, Fourth edition (Wiltshire, UK: Eyebright books, 2009).]  [19:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), p.154.]  [20:  Michael Harding and Charles Harvey, Working with Astrology (Frome, Somerset UK: Consider, 1998).]  [21:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), p.155.]  [22:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), pp.155-166.]  [23:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), p.166.] 

Planetary cycles:
Kepler discussed the probability of a second geometrical cause in Theses 45-47, ‘At this point we ought to understand another additional cause, the ignorance of which strongly disturbs the predictions of astrologers, since it is not yet recognised……I perceive that beyond aspects, there are other causes, stronger and more lasting’.[footnoteRef:24]  He described various observed cycles, short term in humans such as changes in mood and patterns of diseases, and longer for things that affect the Earth’s environment such as the weather.  Kepler suggested these effects might be due to eclipses, but the general tone of his discussion on cycles seemed that it was really for future research.  However, he did note in Thesis 47 an observation by Caesius Bassus (First century CE) of a nineteen-year cycle associated with the Moon.[footnoteRef:25]   [24:  J. Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, pp.98-99.]  [25:  J. Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, p.99.] 

In contrast, Harvey was in a position to pull together a vast amount of the post-Kepler research on planetary cycles as they relate to mundane astrology.  When discussing attempts to correlate cycles of history with astrology he paid tribute to the work of Barbault, ‘the resurrection and systematic reconstruction of mundane astrology on a methodical basis is due almost entirely to the industries of one man, Andre Barbault’.[footnoteRef:26]   [26:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), p.167.] 

Drawing on the work of Barbault and a number of other astrologers, Harvey compiled a comprehensive description of the collective wisdom and knowledge associated with each of the major cycles of Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto. These planets produce ten planetary dyads with synods ranging from 492 years (Neptune-Pluto) to 12 years (Jupiter-Pluto).  The former is, for example, correlated with major epochs of civilisation whereas the latter is often associated with economic and political cycles. [footnoteRef:27]  In Anima Mundi, he expanded on the interpretation of these planetary pairs or dyad cycles, including more attention to philosophical considerations, with numerous additional examples.[footnoteRef:28]  Although these dyads are often the main focus for mundane astrologers, in both texts Harvey did emphasise the need to link them to composite cycles for context and lower order, higher frequency cycles for detail and potential triggers. [27:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), pp.176-188.]  [28:  Charles Harvey, Anima Mundi (London: Centre for Psychological Astrology Press, 2002), pp.153-204.] 

Lower order cycles:
In Thesis 49 Kepler ruled out the use of ingresses into the signs, and lunations: ‘Astrologers seeks a nonsensical reason for this general disposition of the years from the entries of the sun into Aries, for the [disposition of] the four seasons from cardinal figures, and the need for the [disposition of] the months from the figures of lunations’.[footnoteRef:29]  In the dedication of On the More Certain Fundamentals he also dismissed ‘the trifles of the Arabs in this field’.[footnoteRef:30]  Presumably he was referring to the numerous Arab Parts.  [29:  J. Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, p.99.  ]  [30:  J. Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, p.102.  ] 

In contrast to the above, part of Harvey’s reform was to reinstate the higher frequency cycles as adding value to mundane analysis, provided they were used in the context of the outer planetary dyads.  He put the case for and against cardinal ingresses, lunations and eclipses.  Harvey noted that both Barbault (aided by statistical studies) and Carter (WWII forecasting failures) supported Kepler in questioning the value of these methods. However, he also took the view that they do have value, but that the backlash from Kepler and others arose due to many astrologers interpreting them without taking account of their place in the wider context.  He stated ‘all the evidence as to the nature of astrology would seem to indicate that these cycles must have some value, and that their value must naturally relate to the annual and monthly ebb and flow of ideas and emotions within the collective’.[footnoteRef:31]  Harvey backed this view with a number of case histories as being more relevant to the arguments than statistical studies, whilst acknowledging there was further work required to elucidate the principles governing the linkage of the shorter and longer term cycles.[footnoteRef:32]    [31:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), pp.242-245.]  [32:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), pp.244-266.] 

In addition to the cardinal ingresses, Harvey, was clear that the ingress and passage of the outer planets through the zodiacal signs does have significant meaning for mundane astrology.  For example, in Anima Mundi he describes in some detail the changing influence on the collective of Pluto and Neptune moving through the signs.[footnoteRef:33]   [33:  Charles Harvey, Anima Mundi (London: Centre for Psychological Astrology Press, 2002), pp.135-152.] 

Considering the faster moving personal planets, the luminaries and their cycles Harvey referred to Addey’s imagery which was that they could be the ‘final ward of the combination lock’, i.e. they act as a timing trigger for the energy of the slower moving planets.  He cited Barbault’s work on the importance of the Sun and other inner planets as timing factors potentially delivering forecasting accuracy of a very few days.  The work of Alfred Witte is also noted which suggests that Harvey’s hierarchy of cycles can in theory take the timing down to an hour (Moon) or even a minute (Midheaven).[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), pp.188-189.] 

Concerning the use of eclipses in mundane astrology, Kepler appeared to be somewhat ambivalent.  In Theses 63 and 64 he described in some detail the eclipses for late 1601 and 1602.  When talking about the December 1601 solar eclipse he noted, ‘if it is in the power of eclipses to effect changes, this one will indeed have remarkable effects’.  However, later in the same paragraph he qualifies this with ‘I feel it is uncertain how it will affect the following year.  For the instructions of Ptolemy are dubious, and they do not conform to nature’.[footnoteRef:35]   [35:  J. Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, p.90.] 

Nearly four hundred years later Harvey appeared to be in a similar place to Kepler, recognising their potential power but expressing uncertainty as to how they could be reliably used in mundane forecasting.  He seemed more certain when considering the relationship of eclipses to the fate of world leaders giving a number of examples where ‘they often presage the ‘eclipse’ of those in power’.[footnoteRef:36]  [36:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), pp.267-271.] 

Planetary properties, signs and houses:
Both astrologers saw value in using the properties of the personal, social planets and the luminaries in mundane astrology, but through different lenses.  Kepler kept strictly to the traditional powers of the planets centred around the heating and humidifying properties of the Sun and Moon but with what was then an updated explanation of the causal basis.   He described the properties of the planets in terms of their humidity or dryness and heat or cold.  These properties were thought by Kepler to each have a threefold division, excess, mean or defect.  That gave a theoretical total of 15 variations with 5 in actual practice.[footnoteRef:37]  These ‘certain’ properties were then incorporated into Kepler’s forecasts for 1602, particularly regarding the weather.[footnoteRef:38]   [37:  . Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, pp.91-96]  [38:  . Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, pp.100-102] 

In Mundane Astrology the chapter on the planets was co-authored so what can be attributed directly to Harvey is not certain.  However, as similar descriptions are used in Anima Mundi it is assumed that the former did represent his views on the matter.  The ‘planets are considered to have exactly the same archetypal meanings as natal astrology’.  Harvey and his co-authors stated this is ‘an astrology based on an understanding of causes rather than on a knowledge of particular effects……Most importantly such an approach enables us to see the pure potentiality of a period and situation this liberating us from the tyranny of fatalism’.[footnoteRef:39]  It appears that both astrologers intended there to be a causal basis relating to the planets.  Kepler was looking for outer physical causes whilst Harvey sought to find the collective’s inner drivers for observed effects. [39:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), p.219.] 

Kepler dismissed the use of signs in mundane astrology.  ‘But nothing is more intolerable in this almost unique concern of certain astrologers than that they distribute with a certain infantile credulity twelve houses among seven planets beyond every sound and philosophical reason’. [footnoteRef:40]  Implicit in this thesis was Kepler’s idea, articulated by Nicholas Campion, of restricting the use of signs to a purely spatial positioning function.[footnoteRef:41]  However, in Kepler’s forecast for 1618 he said ‘My fundamental argument is this: that a Conjunction of Mars and the Sun takes place next March in Aries, under the influence of which Germany stands’.[footnoteRef:42]  One interpretation of this wording could be that Kepler did perhaps ascribe some qualities to the signs when considering the mundane astrology of nations.  [40:  J. Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, p.99.  ]  [41:  Nicholas Campion, A History of Western Astrology, Volume II (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2013), p.139.]  [42:  Johannes Kepler, ‘Astrological Predictions for the Year M.DC.XVII’, trans. John Meeks, in Greenbaum, Dorian Gieseler (ed.), ‘Kepler’s Astrology’, Culture and Cosmos Vol. 12 no 1 and 2, Spring/Summer and Autumn/Winter 2008, pp. 177-198 (pp.186, 197) ] 

In contrast Harvey was clear that the signs do contribute to mundane astrological interpretations, particularly where the outer planets are involved.  The signs were seen as providing background clues to the shifts in collective psychology through observations of cultural trends, the economic background, scientific discoveries, innovations and effects in the financial markets.[footnoteRef:43]  Similarly, houses in mundane astrology were considered to have meaning at a number of levels relating to the collective unconscious.  This view was based on the observation that the cardinal angles of a national or group chart were sensitive to transits in the same manner as for a natal chart.  It was noted that ‘Intermediate cusps can however also be strikingly sensitive’.[footnoteRef:44]   Therefore Harvey was clear that the signs and houses do add value to mundane astrological interpretations.  [43:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), pp.232-233.]  [44:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), p.226.] 

Where on Earth:
The concept of place as a component of mundane astrology dates back at least as far as Ptolemy.[footnoteRef:45]  Kepler states in Thesis 72: ‘Thus when the conjunction of Saturn and Mars falls in Poland at sunrise, and the eclipse of the Sun is strongest in Moscow and Poland, and if there is already war there, I think that defeat is predicted by that aspect’.[footnoteRef:46]  Therefore it seems Kepler did keep Ptolemy’s geographic concept in his reform programme.   [45:  Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, trans. by F. E. Robbins (Harvard University Press. 1940), II. 3, pp.129-161.]  [46:  J. Bruce Brackenridge and Mary Ann Rossi, ‘Johannes Kepler’s On the More Certain Fundamentals of Astrology Prague 1601’, p.104.] 

With advances in computing power in the last part of the twentieth century it became practical for Harvey to significantly expand the scope of what was possible when understanding place in mundane astrology.  He considered the evaluation of mundane trends would be transformed if that was done.  ‘Without such a knowledge our attempts at forecasting must, all too often, be vague and unfocussed’.[footnoteRef:47]  This view was backed up by two extensive chapters on the methodology with case histories in Mundane Astrology.  This included astrogeography (static mapping of angles and cusps), astrocartography (dynamic mapping of planetary angularity) and the individual charts of groups, towns cities and nations.[footnoteRef:48] [47:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), p.275.]  [48:  Michael Baigent, Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion, Mundane Astrology (London, England: Thorsens, 1995), pp.275-317.
] 

Conclusions:
Both astrologers appear to have been driven by a dissatisfaction with the state and status of mundane astrology in their respective eras.  Kepler’s major reforms may have sowed the seeds for a mundane astrological lineage, but the ultimate manifestation would not emerge until the second half of the twentieth century.  It perhaps fell to Harvey to gather up the components and construct an integrated, mostly Keplerian, basis for mundane astrology to progress into the twenty-first century.  He had advantages, not available to Kepler, such as knowledge of the outer planets, composite cycles, outer planetary cycles and, of course, increased computational power.  Nonetheless, Harvey’s critical reform was to see that mundane astrology had to be based on a hierarchy of cycles.  That allowed astrological tools, essentially describing higher frequency cycles, to be reintroduced provided they were always viewed in the context of the bigger picture.
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