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‘Fun 4 All’
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Business Idea 
The business idea is to create a business that is fun and educational for all ages from babies, to adults. The idea is to create and run activity centres in local parks where parents can bring their children to carry out activities that they would not normally engage in. Activities, such as, bug hunting, bird watching, arts and crafts, and physical activities such as bike riding, roller blading, and skateboarding. This concept of activity centres is a personal idea based upon experience. When visiting local parks, the experience is basic and repetitive for many individuals, as parks are usually equipped with slides, swings, seesaws, roundabouts etc. the equipment is also usually made from metal or plastic. Through experience it was noted that when children reach a certain age or level of physical development, they no longer need help from an adult whilst attending the park and wish to socialise with peers of their own age, even though this is beneficial for children’s social skills, there may be a decreased opportunity for children to reach their zone of proximal development, supported by Vygotsky (1978 cited in Baker and Garcia 2007: 204). This may also result negatively, as adults becoming uninterested in attending and taking their children to the park, and therefore may seek to attend elsewhere where there is more, interacting, attractive and fun activities for all ages. However, activity centres researched that attract visitors due to such activities e.g. archery, hiking, arts and crafts, nature, are not local and may need transport or an over night stay to attend, also may not accommodate to all ages, especially under 5. Therefore, the idea of ‘Fun 4 All’, is where families can access local activity centres where a wide range of activities could be carried out. 
 Activities would include, a bug hunt, this is where families could come into the centre collect needed resources, such as, list of bugs, magnifying glass (if needed) and a pencil. They would then go explore the park in a hunt for bugs. This would be similar for a bird watching activity, or a nature hunt where they would look for different species of birds, flowers, plants, or trees. Another activity including arts and crafts would entail, again families coming into the activity centre where there would be a wide range of resources, such as ‘loose parts’ (more information available at: http://www.playwales.org.uk/eng/publications/loosepartstoolkit), children and adults would be able to sit at either at table and chairs, where there is a variety of child-sized and adult sized table and chairs (Supported by Montessori, Cited in: Flood and Hardy, 2013, pg. 8), or on the ground to carry out their activity. This could be anywhere from painting, drawing, sticking, to collecting nature items from the park to carry out stamping activities. Physical activities include bike riding and roller skating, where families could come into the centre and hire the equipment of their choice and go for a ride around the park. 





















Is this idea innovative and how does it link to the early years? 
The idea of local activity centres is innovative, as it can encourage adults to take their children to the park more frequently as they would be more interested in engaging and participating in activities rather than sitting on a bench in a usual park. After research it was discovered that there are not many local activity centres that offer a wide range of activities for children of all ages, the activities carried out are mainly seasonal, for example, Easter egg hunts during Easter. Also, further non-local activity centres may offer excellent experiences for older children and adults, however do not offer many activities for early years. Therefore, the idea of ‘Fun 4 All’ is where children and adults of all ages are able to have opportunities to participate in engaging activities suitable for their age range all year round. 
This could link to the early years as it gives parents and families with young children opportunity to engage in activities that they would not usually participate in. For example, many adults do not acknowledge the benefits certain activities can have on children in the early years. Again, there seem to be many activities for older children and adults but few where children of the early years can engage in. 
 











Benefits? 
Activity centre benefits:
· Increased physical development
· Increased social development
· Increased intellectual development
· Increased emotional development
· Increased holistic development
· Opportunity for sustained shared thinking to occur
· Opportunity to increase children’s zone of proximal development
· Awareness of the Environment for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC)

There are many benefits of the business idea of local activity centres. The business idea can be beneficial as it could encourage parents to interact with their children and thus possibly engaging in sustained shared thinking, supported by Siraj-Blatchford (2009). Further aiding adults/parents that may find it difficult to engage in their children’s learning through play due to lack of knowledge and understanding. If parents were to engage in their children’s play through being the more knowledgeable other children’s zone of proximal development may possibly be achieved more frequently and children may possibly achieve more learning in school and outside of school as their holistic development may be increased. Furthermore, adults and children have opportunities to bong with one another, creating an attachment or bond, this supports a child’s emotional development as suggested by Bowlby (Holmes, 2014). 
Additionally, this concept may also aid adults and children living in deprived areas that may not have the resources to be able to have the opportunities to engage in activities with their children such as, bike rides, or arts and crafts activities.  
Overall, the idea of activity centres in local parks where both adults and children can engage in such activities, beneficial for both adults and children as they will have the opportunity to engage with each other, thus building positive relationships, gaining social skills through interacting with others this may also gain their intellectual skills, and their physical skills will increase, as many children may not have the experiences of having their own bike, or roller blades, therefore with the activity centre children’s hand eye co-ordination skills may increase, their balance all through the use of my activity centres and the best part is their open all year and available for all ages.  





















Challenges/Barriers
Although there are many benefits of the local activity centre, however there also are challenges and possible barriers. One of the main challenges would be cost. The idea will be costly to set up as funds would be needed for the initial building of the activity centres, which would need planning permission and safety checks before being build and after. Then would be the cost of the resources from bikes, roller blades, to paper, paints etc. this would also be costly as there should be enough resources not to run out during the day. On top of the initial building costs, there would also be running costs of the centres as resources would be needing to be replaced such as paints, paper etc. there would be additional cost of the up keep of the bikes, roller blades etc if parts were to break and need replacing. 
Therefore, there would need to be income coming in to the centres, this could be another challenge as this would need to be achieved by possible donations or charging for the use of the activity centres. However, the idea of the local activity centres is to keep costs low due to providing opportunity for low income families, therefore this could be seen as a barrier for the centres. 
Finally, an additional barrier could be staff. The activity centre would preferably be run by experienced early years staff. This could also be costly due to the centre being open all day and all years. It may be challenging to find enough qualified staff to run the centres. 









Stakeholders?
· Parents
· Practitioners
· Children
· Early years organisations

Many early years organisations would possibly be interested in the activity centres as there may be opportunity to arrange play groups such as mother and toddler groups. However, the main stakeholders would be parents and families.
















Why I am best for this business idea?
I am an early year’s practitioner and throughout my studies I have carried out a substantial amount of research relating to the early years. This includes children’s development, learning through play, sustained shared thinking, and more. Throughout my studies I have learnt that adults play a vital role in children’s learning, this may be, adults engaging in their children’s play, or simply observing or also known as scaffolding the children playing the role as the more knowledgeable other. Also, due to carrying out various activities myself with a wide range of children of different ages and skills I believe that adults can aid in children’s learning and development and should play an active role in children’s learning and development to help children reach their zone of proximal development. I believe I am best person to be able to achieve this idea as a business due to my previous and continuous professional development, as an early year practitioner. Additionally, I believe adults should have the opportunity to become more knowledgeable in order to engage and interact in their children’s play, thus this idea of activity centres will aid in accomplishing this goal.















Part 2 
The Business idea of ‘Fun 4 All’ has potential for positive impacts on children’s development as there are many benefits of the concept relating to children’s development. Through the ‘Fun 4 All’ activity centre’s children will have the opportunity to increase their holistic development through the use of play. Play is a main way that children learn and develop. Through play children are able to build self-worth through giving children a sense of their own abilities (Family Lives, 2018). The reason we promote play in the activity centre’s is because the Foundation Phase (Welsh government, 2008) also states play is essential to curriculum and should be stimulating and fun for children, which is the aim of the activity centre’s ensuring play is fun and stimulating for all. The Foundation Phase further states that the value of play cannot be expressed strongly enough (Welsh Government, 2008). Play is important for a child’s development as they develop many skills such as language, social, emotional, creativity and physical skills this is suggested by Family Lives (2018). Due to previous statements stating that play is important for children’s development the business idea have aimed to create a space both indoor and outdoor where children are able to engage in play with peers of their age and adults. 
As a business it is believed that children’s physical development may be enhanced when attending the activity centre, due to the use of their fine motor skills when engaging in activities the centre provides, such as arts and crafts where children are able to paint, draw, have the use of scissors and so on. Also, children’s gross motor skills have the potential to be increased due to the physical activities such as riding bikes, also the physical environment the activity centre offers. Due to the centre being located in parks, this offers wide space in order for children to engage in free play, which could possibly nurture imagination and give a child a sense of adventure (Family Lives, 2018). Furthermore, exploration is seen as, not only beneficial, but necessary for children’s development as it teaches children about their environment and gives opportunity for gross motor skill development (Family Lives, 2018). Physical skills are important for children’s health and growth, due to preventing certain diseases linked to obesity this is according to Hills et al (2007). Social skills are what children need to develop in order to be able to interact with others, therefore, it is important that the activity centre offers opportunity for children to develop these skills. Through increasing children’s social skills, it builds their resilience and aids children in becoming emotionally aware when playing games with others, including taking turns, and experiencing valuable social learning experiences (Family Lives 2018). One of the activity centre’s main aims is to encourage adults to interact with children, there are many planned activities in place to aid interaction between parent and child. This concept is based around, Vygotsky’s (1978) social development theory as this includes the zone of proximal development that relies on the more knowledgeable other. This is seen as beneficial to children’s social development as Vygotsky’s theory defines the more knowledgeable other as an essential factor of children’s learning process. A more knowledgeable other in this case would be the adult/parent of the child as they are seen to be more understanding and knowledgeable about certain tasks. Therefore, are able to aid children through accomplishing certain tasks with help from them, then eventually be able to carry out those certain tasks independently in the future (Cicconi, 2014). Through certain activities such as the bug hunt activity children’s zone of proximal development increases as the adult is able to guide the child if they have any difficulties completing the activity. Even though Vygotsky’s social theory dates back decades education still supports Vygotsky’s theory (Cicconi, 2014). However, it is noted it is important to not push children too hard whilst playing as children learn in their own way and may find different ways of completing activities, activities should be fun for children (Family Lives, 2018). Furthermore, through the use of the activity centres, children and adults are able to build positive relationships with each other through interaction and play. This is based upon Bowlby’s (1978) attachment theory which links adult and child attachment to supporting children’s emotional, social and cognitive development according to Holmes (2014). Through the activity centres it gives adults the opportunity to take part in their vital role in children’s lives, ensuring children participate in opportunities to engage in play experiences (Moyles, 2010). Additionally, through parent and child interaction children engage in sustained shared thinking, supported by Siraj-Blatchford (2009). Therefore, the activity centre concept recognises the important of learning through play and offers children opportunities to engage in play in everyday life. 

The physical environment of the activity centres offers a wide variety of benefits for children as they are able to play in and outdoors, the indoor environment has child-sized table and chairs with further decoration encouraging exploration, communication also the development of relationships with both adults and peers. The idea of child-sized equipment for children was based upon Montessori (Lillard, 1972). Using child-sized equipment means that everything is available for the children, this is to make the child feel welcomed into the environment (Lillard, 1972). Moreover, the outdoor environment is extremely beneficial for the children and adults, additional to the physical development of children the outdoor environment can offer rich experiences, such as knowledge and understanding of the world around them, first-hand experiences and also problem-solving, which also supports a child’s intellectual development (Nahmad-Williams and Johnston, 2009). The outdoor environment is based upon Froebel’s approach (Tovey, N.D.). Outdoor play has many benefits for children, it also comes with risks. However, Tovey (2012), believes taking risks is important feature for an effective learner. When engaging in risky play children are able to develop resilience whilst supporting children’s emotional needs with the unexpected (Tovey, 2012). Reasonable risk taking is highlighted as important to child development according to the Foundation Stage (DfES, 2007). Knight (2011), further states if small risks were avoided it would result in children avoiding learning boundaries, additionally giving children independence and the urge to learn more. The activity centre’s aim is also to encourage children to learn about the environment for sustainable development and global citizenship (ESDGC), as the environment should be seen as an essential component for the best outdoor experience. The Welsh Assembly Government (WAG, 2008 ESDGC) states that the ESDGC will prepare children for life using education as it is about values, skills and attitudes.

In conclusion, the business idea ‘Fun 4 All’ has opportunity to create a positive impact on children’s development as opposed to current activity centres available. As previously stated, play is vital for children and is encouraged in everyday life. Other activity centres do not offer this as their usually seasonal activities or weekend related activities. With the business plan of local activity centres children are able to incorporate play in everyday lives, outside of school. Thus, giving children opportunity for a rich learning experience through play. The activities offered are aimed to aid in developing children’s holistic development, whilst including an aspect of creativity, resilience, problem-solving which is also beneficial for children’s development. Current activity centres are in place to create fun activities for children, however, the ‘Fun 4 All’ activity centres are based upon knowledgeable theorists such as Vygotsky, Montessori, Froebel, and so on. Even though their theories seem outdated their still used throughout and are relevant in early years education.
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