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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The principle legislation for adult safeguarding is the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA), with Part 7 specifically concerning safeguarding. Section 126 includes the definition of “Adults at risk” and imposes a duty to undertake enquires to determine if a person is an adult at risk and to decide what action should be taken (Social Care Wales, 2025a). Section 127 provides adult protection and support orders which authorise entry to premises for the purpose of assessment. Section 128 imposes a duty on relevant partners to inform the local authority if they suspect that someone is an adult at risk.

National policies and procedures include the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 (WSP) and statutory safeguarding guidance Working Together to Safeguard People 2019, particularly Volume 6 (Welsh Government, 2019c). WSP provides guidance on the indicators of different types of abuse/neglect (Social Care Wales, 2025b). If Section 126 enquiries determine that there is reasonable cause to suspect that an adult is at risk of abuse/neglect then a strategy discussion or meeting must be held (Social Care Wales, 2025c). Where this concludes that action is required to protect an adult with care and support needs, then an adult protection conference must be convened (Social Care Wales, 2025d), and a care and support protection plan agreed (Social Care Wales, 2025e). 
Where safeguarding concerns relate to a practitioner or person in a position of trust then the Designated Officer for Safeguarding should be informed, and a professional strategy discussion undertaken to decide whether to progress to a professional strategy meeting to consider possible safeguarding action (Social Care Wales, 2025f).

Other legislation relevant to adult safeguarding include:
· Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) which “provides the legal framework for acting and making decisions on behalf of individuals who lack the mental capacity to make particular decisions for themselves.” (Department of Constitutional Affairs, 2007, p.15). The Code of Practice provides guidance on assessing capacity and chapter 14 provides information on the safeguarding of people who lack capacity. Where a person is assessed as lacking mental capacity then decisions must be made in their best interests under the jurisdiction of the Court of Protection. The MCA also contains the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards which ensures that people are only deprived of their liberty if there is no other way to keep them safe and it is in their best interest. 
· Mental Health Act 1983 and the corresponding Code of Practice for Wales may be relevant where safeguarding concerns involve someone with a mental disorder. 
· Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 includes legislation relating to the protection of victims of gender-based violence, domestic abuse and sexual violence.
· Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 makes the act and assistance of female genital mutilation illegal.
· Legislation relating to slavery and trafficking is contained in the Modern Slavery Act 2015.
· Section 7 of the SSWBA requires practitioners to have due regard to the United Nations Principles for Older Persons (Welsh Government, 2019a), with Principle 17 relevant to safeguarding. 
· The Human Rights Act 1998 incorporated the European Convention on Human Rights into UK law, with Articles 2,3,5,6,8 of particular relevance.

The local authority for which I work also has its own local Corporate Safeguarding Policy which sets out how the local authority will meet its statutory obligations towards safeguarding.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

In contrast to England, which has separate legislation for the safeguarding of children and adults, Wales has one principal piece of legislation; the Social Servies and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA). For adults this legislation contains the duty to undertake safeguarding enquires and specific orders to facilitate this. However, for children these aspects are detailed in different legislation, namely the Children Act 1989, meaning that child safeguarding is undertaken with reference to additional legislation (Douglas and Barlow, 2023).

The SSWBA contains different definitions for adults and children at risk (sections 126 and 130). Adults must be unable to protect themself against the risk of abuse or neglect to be deemed ‘at risk’. In contrast, children are not considered responsible for protecting themselves and any ability to do so is not relevant when determining if they are at risk.

The statutory safeguarding guidance Working Together to Safeguard People 2019 contains different guidance for protecting children and adults, with volume 5 concerning children and volume 6 adults. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 has different sections for adult and child safeguarding, although they are aligned in terms of process and terminology. Protection plans should be co-produced, however adult protection plans must consider the adult’s preferred outcomes, whereas child protection plans must have child-centred outcomes that safeguard and promote the child’s wellbeing (Social Care Wales, 2025g and 2025h).

The concept of mental capacity is a key consideration when considering the difference between adult and child safeguarding. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) provides the legal framework for assessing if a person has capacity to make a specific decision. Adults are always assumed to have capacity unless proven otherwise. The MCA upholds that people with capacity have the right to make decisions which may involve taking risks or may be perceived as unwise by another person. Therefore, an adult at risk who has mental capacity can decline assistance and a care and support protection plan. In such cases, after all attempts to actively engage the adult at risk, support should focus instead on harm reduction (Social Care Wales, 2025g).

Mental capacity considerations do cross over into social work with children as the MCA applies to people aged 16 years old and over. In addition, children under 16 years can be assessed as having capacity to make certain decisions by means of the Fraser guidelines and Gillick competencies (NSPCC, 2022). However, with children (those under 18 years of age) their safety and wellbeing is the paramount consideration and, although there is a responsibility to consider children’s wishes and feelings, there is an overriding duty to protect them from harm even if they do not consent. 
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