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Topic:
I want to investigate the water engineering projects of the Romans and how they contributed to the provincial culture and lifestyle of southern France under the Romans. There are many variables that can be used to measure the perceived success of Roman colonization of France which include; increased infrastructure, integration, changes in culture, population growth as well as economic growth. In this research I will look at aqueducts, sanitation, water lifting technology, water storage and sewage systems as well as other archaeological sites as evidence of Roman/French acculturation, rather than as indicators of economic success for the Roman empire, as is more commonly the case. 
Roman colonialism appears successful partly because the Romans were able to improve the lives of those they colonised, this paper investigates how much the water engineering projects of the Romans contributed to this improvement and how they show unique collaboration between the two. The area of southern France has been chosen around Nimes and Arles as this area saw the building of a number of water engineering projects under Roman occupation which began in 118 BC.[footnoteRef:1] This research asks how these can be seen as unique local solutions that benefitted the lives of both the Romans and the local populations and how is this visible in the archaeological record.  [1:  Lendering, 2019] 


Objectives:
Through this research I aim to identify Roman water engineering projects in the Nimes Arles area as well as other infrastructure that can be found locally. Specific features and construction methods used are examined. Previous studies on Romanisation of the provinces have focused on the economic benefits to Rome. I want to examine the cultural changes experienced by the local colonised population and evaluate how well Roman practices were accepted and adopted. Over the long period of Roman occupation of southern France (approx. 500 years) the level of acceptance and acculturation could have varied considerably along with the power dynamics between coloniser and colonised. Bartel argues that research into Roman archaeology does not take into account the many “variable situational examples of colonialism”.[footnoteRef:2] Roman colonised territories are by no means homogenous and according to Bartel, this is not addressed sufficiently in classical archaeology. Bartel is interested in the processes of culture change that occur over time in colonial situations. In line with this my research investigates how roman technology changed the lives of the population in the Arles/Nimes area of southern France. How did the water engineering projects initiated by the Romans change or improve the lives of the colonised population? What evidence is there for adoption of roman practices, adaptation of local practices to roman technology and the collaboration of native and Roman peoples in the use of water engineering projects? Questions to consider include: [2:  Bartel, 1980,p.11.] 

 Did socioeconomic practices change in the area because of this? Was there a continuous impact on the area over time? How can we evaluate the changes in cultural terms?
Not all Roman colonies were homogeneous, we have to look at them as individual, I want to investigate the unique aspects of the case study areas and identify aspects of ethnic integration within the archaeology. 


Outline 
Introduction: 
This will include an overview of the topic as a whole and the objective of the research. The introduction will also include a literature review of relevant scholarship such as Bartel and Hodge and ancient sources (Frontinus and Pliny) and the methodology used in the research. Theories used in this research will be colonialism, post-colonialism, imperialism and culture. 

Methodology: 
This study will use archaeological evidence of structures of water engineering such as aqueducts and dams and well as other infrastructure. Key structures in the research will be Barbegal Mill and Pont du Guard. Archaeological site reports by Sellin will reveal the timeline and usage of these sites. A case study on the Arles Nimes area will show the specifics of these within the Roman colony and allow for a comparison with those in Rome. The case study will be used to show the effects of improved infrastructure across the province. 

Theory: 
I use colonial theory following the work of Bartel on Romanisation and colonialism in the Roman empire.[footnoteRef:3] Bartel challenges traditional assumptions and looks to understand provincial relationships.  I hope to make use of Homi Bhabha’s post-colonial theory where appropriate in identifying hybridity in the case study area.  [3:  Bartel, 1980] 


Literature Review: 
This will be an overview of the most useful and recent scholarship on my area of research. The literature review will include articles specific to my chosen case study area as well as book sections on the engineering processes used by the Romans to create their infrastructure. Within the review there will be writings on the use of archaeology during investigations into culture.  

Chapter One: Roman Water Engineering Features and Technology. 
In this section I will discuss the different methods of engineering used by the romans to construct their infrastructure as well as an analysis of the various types of infrastructure and water engineering found in the Nimes Arles area of southern France. 
· The Romans in France: a brief overview of the Romans in France, particularly in the Arles Nimes area of southern France. 
· Aqueducts, Dams and Sewerage: the mechanics used by the Romans to develop these structures and their uses around the empire.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Smith, 1978; Hodge, 1992] 

· Bath houses, Amphitheatres and Roads: the positioning and purpose of this type of infrastructure by the Romans in the colonial context. 




Chapter Two: Case Study. 
This section will look closely at the Roman provincial area of Nimes and Arles. This will include they types of structures found within this area; evidence for their use and impact on the area along with evaluation of the views presented in scholarship. 
· Pont du Guard
· Barbegal Mill
· Nimes Amphitheatre 

Chapter Three: Evaluation of Case Study. 
This chapter looks at the impact of Roman colonisation in southern France and evaluates the colonial experience for the local population. Evaluation focuses on evidence for collaboration rather than acculturation and ways in which local cultural practices survive and merge with Roman practices.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Bartel, 1980, p.18] 

Particular scrutiny will be placed on inscriptions and religious dedications and shrines from the period associated with the water structures examined. This is an area where local cultural practices are most likely to survive.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Bartel, 1980, p.16] 


Conclusion:
· Summary of Evidence 
· Overview of Arguments Made 
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