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BOOKI.
1. INTRODUCTION.

OF the means of prediction through astronomy, O Syrus, two are
the most important and valid. One, which is first! both in order and
in effectiveness, is that whereby we apprehend the aspects of the
mevements of sun, moon, and stars in relation to each other and to
the earth, as they occur from Hme to Hme: the second is that in
whirh by means of the natural character of these aspects
themselves we investigate the changes which they bring ahout in
that which they surrotnd. The first of these, which has its own
seience, desirable in itself even though it does not attain the result
given by its comhination with the second, has been expounded to
vout as best we could in its own treatise” by the method of
demonstration. We shall now give an aceount of the second and less
self-sufficient method in a properly philosophical way, so that one
whose aim is the trith might never compare its perceptions with
the streness of the first, unvarving science, for he aseribes to it the

weakness and unpredictahility

Find related works: Ptolemy, Greek Library, 100 AD - 200 AD, Prose, Astronomy

DOL: 104150 DLCL ptolemy-tetrabibles. 1940



Sign In Create Profile

Contact Us How to Subscribe

LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY Search

BROWSE ABOUT THE LIBRARY USING THE LIERARY
& W= i

PTOLEMY, Tetrabiblos

LCL 435. Findin a Library  View cloth edition

EE P

The Tetrahiblos of the famous astronomer and geographer Claudius Ptolemaeus (ca. 100-178 CE) of Egypt consists of four books, the
title given in some manuscripts meaning 'Mathematical Treatise in Four Books', in others "The Prognostics addressed to Syrus’. The
LOTE CLASSICAL LIBRARY subject is astrology, which in Ptolemy's time as down to the Renaissance was fused as a respectable science with astronomy. Translations

and commentaries are few, and only three Greek texts had been printed {all in the 16th century) before the present one and the one
begun by F. Boll and finished by Emilie Boer in 1940.
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EMATICAL TREATISE, OR
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BOOK I
1. INTRODUCTION.

OF the means of prediction through astronomy, O Syrus, two are
the most important and valid. One, which is first! both in order and
in effectiveness, is that whereby we apprehend the aspects of the
movements of sun, moon, and stars in relabion to each other and to
the earth, as they occur from time to time; the second is thatin
which by means of the natural character of these aspects
themselves we investigate the changes which they bring about in
that which they surround. The first of these, which has its own
science, desirable in itself even though it does not attain the result
given by its combination with the second, has been expounded to
vott as best we could in its own treatise” by the method of
demonstration. We shall now give an account of the second and less
self-sufficient method in a properly philosephical way, so that one
whose aim is the truth might never compare its perceptions with
the sureness of the first, unvarving science, for he ascribes to it the

weakness and unpredictability
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TeTrrABIBLOS ITI

aspect whatever to the sun and to Saturn, or if Saturn himself is in
an harmonious aspect to the sun, either conjunction, sextile, or
trine, both being in power, we must conjecture long life for the
father; if thev are weak, however, the significance is not the same,
though it does not indicate a short life. If, however, this condition is
not present, but Mars overcomes® the sun or Satuirn, of rises in
succession to them, or when again Saturn is not in arcord with the
sun but is either in quartile or in opposition, if they are declining
from the angles, they merely make the fathers weal, but if they are
at the angles or rising after them, they make them short-lived or
liable to injury: short-lived when they are upon the first two angles,
the orient and the mid-heaven, and the succedent signs, and liahle
to injury or disease when they are in the other two angles, the
Oecident and lower mid-heaven, or their succedent signs. For
Mars, regarding the sun in the way described 2 destroys the father
suddenly or causes injuries to his sight: if he thus regards Saturn he
puts him in peril of death or of chills and fever or of injury by
cutting and cauterizing. Saturn himself in an unfavourable aspect to
the sun brings about the father’s death by disease and illnesses
caused by gatherings of humours.




