Grave yard survey report


Abstract  
Graves themselves are a unique thing in the natural world as there a very few animals that mourn their dead in such a way, but this makes humans unique in that regard. But like anything that exist within human culture it is subject to politics and identity. Woman who have been historically ignored or viewed as lesser could often not be represented fully as a person and merely remembered as a mother or wife and although yes it is obvious that many people desire to be remembered that way It is the lack of choice that presents problems for women in modern history and contemporary times.
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Introduction 
Strata Florida is a location known for its rich cultural heritage, as well as the importance it served in Wales as a whole. The history and connection to the past can be seen in the 12th century Cistercian abbey that looms in the area showing that this area has been in Wales for centuries and continues to stand to this day(My Site). Of course, like any settlement that exists long enough there would eventually have to be a place to bury the dead. The graveyard that is being looked at in this survey is  the “saint Marys parish church” a quaint graveyard of primarily Christian denomination, in addition the portion of the graveyard that is being studied is sector F12. These graves range in times of deaths from the 1920s to the 2020s. this survey is being done on a small scale due to time constraints and the fact that this survey is being complete by one person. Regardless the aim of this survey is to look at the gender and identity of graves. Specifically what is being looked is how women are viewed in death and if they are only seen as an accessory to their husband and or is the woman listed in the grace first? That is the intention of this graveyard survey.
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Methodology
Strata Florida is a location known for its rich cultural heritage, as well as the importance it served in Wales as a whole. The history and connection to the past can be seen in the 12th century Cistercian abbey that looms in the area showing that this area has been in Wales for centuries and continues to stand to this day(My Site). Of course, like any settlement that exists long enough there would eventually have to be a place to bury the dead. The graveyard that is being looked at in this survey is  the “saint Marys parish church” a quaint graveyard of primarily Christian denomination, in addition the portion of the graveyard that is being studied is sector F12. These graves range in times of deaths from the 1920s to the 2020s. this survey is being done on a small scale due to time constraints and the fact that this survey is being complete by one person. Regardless the aim of this survey is to look at the gender and identity of graves. Specifically what is being looked is how women are viewed in death and if they are only seen as an accessory to their husband and or is the woman listed in the grace first? That is the intention of this graveyard survey.
	
	Primary name
	Secondary name
	Tertiary name
	Unique characteristics
	Date of death
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 1
	Hugh Arch (m)
	Mary (f)
	Mary Ann (f)
	A crown symbol.  Partially In Welsh
	March 31st  1940
June 15 1930
August 27th 1934
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 2
	David Rogers (M)
	Elizabeth rogers(F)
	Joeseph (M)
	In Welsh
Also has plague that says Rogers
	Hunnodd chwef 24 1950
Hunnodd gorff 19 1961
Hunodd mai 21 1937
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 3
	Albert Gregson (m)
	Catherine (F)
	NA
	In Welsh
Roses in corner
	Hydref 13 1962
Mawrth 11 1968
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 4
	Mary Gwendolin Gregson (F)
	David James Gregson (M)
	Gwendolin Wilis (F)
	In English
Tertiary name is on a different plaque shaped like a book
	14th jan 1966
16th jan 1966
Both laid tp rest 24th jan
Gwendolin willis 2008
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 5
	Jane Florence Knowles (F)
	Thomas Charles Knowles(M)
	Elizabeth Alice Florence Knowles(F)
	Rose in corners. lighter material used for grave

	Oct 26th grave.
Aug 1st 1984
Jan 31st 2018
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 6
	Catherine Edwards(F
	Benjamin john(M)
	NA
	On the bottom of the grave, it says “at rest with the Lord”
	Dec 1st 1973
Oct 31st 1984
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 7
	John Jenkins(M)
	Evan Jenkins(M)
	NA
	Lists a Margret Jenkins but not buried with them.
In Welsh
	Hydref 12th 1957
Tachwedd 2 1959
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 8
	Willian Hughes(M)
	Eleanor(F)
	NA
	In Welsh rose in corner
	Mawrth 23 1957
Tachwedd 6 1981
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 9
	Martha Hughs(F)
	David (M)
	Ellen (F)
	In Welsh and had grapes and typical autumn leaves on the sides
	Chwef 19 1954
Hyd 24th 1954
1907
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 10
	Mary Lewis (F)
	Thomas Lewis (M)
	NA
	In Welsh
	Gordd 19 1955
Mawrth 22 1960
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 11
	John Babies (M)
	Mary Jane Davies (M)
	NA
	In Welsh and the names are in a unique font
	Rhagfyr 22 1956
Corffennaf 1st 1970
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 12
	Mary Williams (F)
	John Williams(M)
	Martha Jones(F)
	Has a fourth name ,Annie jones
	Mawrth 13th  1962
Ebrill 7 1930
Mai 19   1951
Tachwedd 23rd 1970
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 13
	Rosina eugina Evans(F)
	John Richard Evans(M)
	NA
	Has a heart symbol and was specially desgined
	1959
1965
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 14
	David John Rogers (M)
	Sarah ann(F)
	NA
	Grave is connected to grave 15 on the same bed
	Awst 24th 1969
Rhag 2nd 1993
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 15
	Sally 
(F)
	David davies(M)
	NA
	Connected to grave 14 via their bed
	Ebrill 24th 1953
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 16
	Dai Meredith(F)
	NA
	NA
	Very small grave likely in cremated
	Tachwedd 8th 2023
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 17
	David john Metcalfe(M)
	NA
	NA
	Grave is shaped like an open book in welsh
	Goffrenaf 7th 2019
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 18
	Roy G. Bendley(M)
	Frances Joan(F)
	Na
	In Welsh
	Awst 31st,2016
Hydref 31st 2018
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 19
	Lynn Evans(F)
	Hazel pamela Evans(F)
	NA
	Shaped as book in 
	Tachwedd 2015
Goffenaf 2020
	
	
	
	
	

	Grave 20
	Maureen Eleanor skeet(F)
	Fredrick Charles skeet(M)
	NA
	Unique font and particularly thick letters
	2018
2019
	
	
	
	
	



Results 
The data that has been shown here was not all the data that was collected but due to outside factors like time restraints analysing all of the data points would be a waste of effort and unfeasible the twenty graves that have been analysed there is only a few common factors, these factors being that most of these graves were in Welsh and there are very few graves that are in English.  There is also a clear uniform fashion when it comes to graves as there were only two that were completely unique shapes , those graves being grave 16 and 17. The uniformity is consistent throughout the survey. The graves also very clearly has consistent writings on these graves, although in Welsh for most of them the area that the graves were put into all had very similar writing and layout in the graves. In fact it was relatively rare for the graves to have a unique stand out feature that stood them out from the rest of the graves present. But that is not to say that these graves were not all unique as there was a group that were in very different conditions and different. The graves had inconsistent fonts that permeated throughout the graveyard, there was an amount that had unique font that allowed for personalisation of a persons grave in the afterlife. Although the date of death [dod] is not particulatly important to identity it is extremely important to gender so recordings of the death was marked in order to see who was listed as first in the grave. While it may be true that it is impossible to assess what someone’s beliefs towards the rights of women was, it is possible to see who was put first on a grave and see if they were even given last names to begin with, for example grave one and three do not provide last names for the women listed on the grave yet it lists the men’s last names on their grave. Of the graves recorded it is possible to tell what the style of graves there was from the years of 1934 all the way to 2020 but it is important to remember that this is a small sample of data and is inn no way reflective of the whole entire grave yard or even all of Wales, the only thing that this survey shows in the data is the style of graves in Strata Florida from 1934-2020


Discussion
There is many ways to bury a person in the ground, humanity has shown this exact point since the palaeolithic era(Trinkaus and Buzhilova, 2012) but in Wales and especially in modern history a grave often reflects what a person beliefs entail and also their identity. There is an interesting cross section between gender and identity which can tell you a great deal about a person’s beliefs and although gender itself is a topic that merits extensive study the point of this grave yard survey is to look towards an aspect of gender that was shunted by modern society for many years, women. You do not need to be an historian to know that women have been treated unfairly by society, but there is an interaction between graves and woman which can tell you a large part about the culture that women inhabit for example as mentioned in the data analyses the graves one and three don’t actually list the last name of the woman but does list the last name of the man who is also on top of the grave above the woman’s name. these graves all do apply to the cultural demographic(Tarlow, 2007) as woman were seen as property and also seen as lesser in the eyes of men and the patriarchal society these people found themselves in. interestingly there is a shift in names as you get closer to the 2020s and the prevailing theory is that it was due to the contributions that the suffragettes made towards the equality of women and that this was also seen in the graves and dead following the first wave of the suffragettes(Atkinson, 2018) this can actually explain a great deal as more and more women were having their own graves aswell as having their last names and getting the recognition that was lacking from the graves that have been seen in the past.
Originally the graves that existed in Britain (specifically the roman and catholic types of graves) were mostly stone crosses meant to denominate that someone had been buried in this location(Jamieson, 2005) but the materiality of the graves in Wales and most places can actually help track cultural identity(Mytum, 1998) this identity can be seen in the modern uniformity that presides in these graves as almost all of them can show a person’s desire to conform to all those but as can be seen in figure 4 there is also people who desire to be unique by allowing their grave to be a boom which almost tells someone to come sit and read their life story and all that they have accomplished in their life this idea of reading about someone’s life is a common theme but it appears to  on less that a handful of graves in the sample. The material that the graves are made out of are very consistent, the grave being made out of marble or quartz. This shows that there is either surplus of these materials or that working with these materials is a cultural norm within modern society.
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Figure 2/grave 1/caleb rees/2024
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Figure 3/grave 9/calev rees/2024
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Figure 4/book grave/caleb rees/2024
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Appendix(survey sheet/spread sheet)
	Grave number
	Primary name
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	Tertiary name
	Unique characteristics
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