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‘Write a 350-word reflection on how your experience in blocks 1-6 will help you with your independent project in block 7’.
The topic that I have chosen in the final module is serial killers. A case study of one in particular, John Wayne Gacy, that will allow me to study the correlation between childhood trauma experienced by Gacy and how Gacy carried out his serial killings later in life. My reasoning for picking this, is my personal interests into the psychology of society’s most notorious criminals. Although this topic does not relate exactly to previous topics that I have studied in the previous modules, a previous assignment set in HPFY3004, “Introduction to the Humanities” allowed me to choose serial killers as my topic then too. In regard to the other modules, their influence will reflect more in the academic writing and researching skills that I have learnt from the constructive criticism that I received.
My previous research into the nature-nurture argument and case study of Myra Hindley has been the most beneficial to my Independent Investigation assignment. Although the cases themselves bare no resemblance of each other, the way that I researched their lives, their crimes and the sociological and/or psychological explanation between them is the same in the initial stages of my research. And having this previously self-constructed step-by-step plan allows for minimum time lost during the reading and research period.
Majority of my improvements in work has come directly from constructive criticism on my assignments, especially during the module HPFY30062, “Understanding Literature”. The assignment required me to observe a source, The Ryme of the Ancyent Marinere by Coleridge, through the contextual lenses of another source, a text about intersectionality and its effects on women of colour by Crenshaw. It was this constant usage of sources, or lack thereof in the case of my assignment, that will allow for more fluid research into Gacy’s childhood trauma and the psychological and sociological implications on his criminal behaviour. 
Overall, I do believe that my studies within the other modules throughout this past academic year have allowed me to progress to the point in my writing and researching abilities where I feel confident with the coming assignment. Although at first glance, the variety of topics of modules does seem bizarre, especially to someone with creative writing aspirations. The skills that each one has taught me has given me a solid understanding of interacting with the academic world.
