The statue of emperor Claudius, Vatican Museum
The statue of Emperor Claudius is a representation of the emperor as a god, this is evidenced by the bare footedness and Jupiter’s eagle standing at his feet. It is believed to have been commissioned by Claudius in 42 CE, and just like Emperor’s Prima Porta it shows Claudius as a multifaceted leader by showing him off a being related to the gods, as a military hero, enthusiast of Greek art, a politician, and possible a scholar.
Emperor Claudius rose to power in 41 CE, his reign preceded Emperor Nero but succeeded Emperor Caligula. His rapid ascension meant that he had little time to build his support, especially given that he was made Emperor by the Praetorian Guard. So, his main supporters were the military, this puts him into a difficult situation as the idea of Princeps Being chosen from a lineage by the people is challenged by the fact that Claudius is not a direct descendant of Gaius Julius Caesar, and is in fact a descendant of his sister Julia Caesaris. He had little support from the senatorial class which is shown by the failed rebellion n Dalmatia in 42 CE. His main though his main pool of support came in the from of the military, he also had heavy support from the courtiers. These factors will had influenced the decision to have the statue of him mad in a certain way to promote a certain angle of propaganda to alter the public impression of him.
 It is known that Emperor Claudius had a passion for Greek culture and the Golden age of Greece, as before he became Emperor, he wrote in Greek about many things such and the late roman republic and defending Cicero in his belief of his freedom of speech. The statue reflects the Greek style of Doryphoros by Polykleitos in the shape of the muscles. Here could be Claudius commenting on the want to return to the ‘Golden Greek age’. Also, the statue has the common Julio-Claudian theme of coping alexander the great’s hair style, which can also be seen on Augustus’ Prima Porta. The statue represents Claudius as Jupiter, this can be seen by the eagle standing at Claudius’ feet looking up at him and the fact that the statue is bare footed which is often only reserved for statues of gods. In the statues right hand, he is holding a bowl offering something this could be trying to show him as benevolent and generous. On top of his head wrests a oak wreath that could provide further link to Jupiter as Jupiter would sit in a oak grove to make important decisions, however the oak wreath (the Civic Crown, was awarded for saving the life/lives of roman citizens by slaying or capturing the enemy) was also an award in the military so this cloud be linking him the military in a similar way to how Emperor Augustus had the prima porta made with armour. Claudius in the statue is draped in a senatorial robe this could suggest that he is a politician as well or to signify that he has the support of the senate despite the fact that he does not. Another factor showing Claudius’ love for Greek culture is the heroic nudity displayed by him in a similar form to most Greek statues of Hero’s. He held aloft in his right hand something that could be a scroll which could provide a view that Claudius was also trying to show himself as a scholar as well as a military hero and a politician, or it could be in reference to Polykleitos’ statue Doryphoros spear-bearer which would further impress his love of Greek culture and art.

The way Claudius is represented could be insurance to the public that they have a now stable ruler after the chaotic rule of Caligula previously, however this can be combated by the fact that the statue portrays the emperor as youthful and as a god with is not displaying great piety and also show a lot of furor. As to display oneself as a god is a very egotistical. So, the statue could be important to show that him in a positive light as he was planning and about to leave on his British campaign. But the statue was found 20 miles outside of Rome in Lanuvuim, which suggests that it had very little social importance and was probably built for a home to be an impressive artwork as the target of it work be Clients of the owner of the work. However, it is use full to know that the statue could have been made as a member of the aristocracy portraying Emperor Claudius and as how the public would have seen him and not how he wanted to be seen.
The statue of emperor Claudius shows the emperor as Being a god as well as linking him to the military that supported his rise into power, as a scholar or further as a god depending upon what his left hand is holding. It reflects his love of Greek in his heroic nudity and the reflection of Doryphoros style muscles. He is also shown as a politician by the robe he wears draped over his arm, symbolising a propaganda style of statue which is contradicted by the fact that it is not found in Rome. This showing that the social importance of this is negligible, but with its location showing a portrayal of it being a non-biased representation of the public view of him,
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