OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/2022. Year 2+3. Started in the morning but continued throughout the day. 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
In the classroom, the children were put into their three groups to conduct different activities at different stations around the class. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The higher ability group were tasked with reading a fact sheet, in partners. Whereas the other two groups had help from the teacher and TA. The teacher ensured there was a confident reader in each pair. The pairs then read the fact sheet, discussed what they read and had to highlight key information that they thought was interesting. The only help this group had was from me when they asked the meaning of a word they had not come across before, however before asking me, they would ask their partner first. 

Peer teaching was a favorite in this class as in the afternoon, they moved on to a mathematical activity. In the same group, one child was stuck, asked the teacher, and rather than the teacher helping the child, they picked another child who understood the work and asked them to go over and help the child who was stuck. 



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
Social Constructivist learning – learning through social aspects, not just being told something. Piaget and Vygotsky. 

Peer teaching – in some cases the children learn more through their peers than the teacher. 

Guided teaching/guided discovery – the teacher told them the task and allowed them to get on with it indepdently. 

Independent workers – links to four purposes



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The higher ability group was only tasked with reading and highlighting the fact sheet, whereas the other two groups had extra tasks to complete. Therefore, the higher ability group had more provison time due to finishing sooner than the other two gorups. However, this did allow the teacher and teaching assistant to focus on the two groups who needed their help.  











Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/2022 – Year 2/3 class


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
Within the classroom, there were muliple transitions throughout the day. Trainsitions from clasroom to the yard, transitions between different activites and transition to go for dinner and then home. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
There was a structured routine throughout the day and the children knew exactly what to do when the teacher said a phrase. There were lots of songs used for this e.g., tidy up song, a song before going for lunch, and songs before going back into class after breaktime. 
At the end of each play the teacher shouts ‘freeze’ and all the children freeze before they are told to line up in their class. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
I initially thought of behaviourism as the children are conditioned to associating the tidy up song with tidying up so as soon as the children hear this they start tidying up. When they hear the word ‘freeze’ they are conitioned to freeze and wait before going to line up. 









	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
All children reacted to these transitions well and no one was unsure of what to do. I think they do this everyday and therefore know exaclty what to do when they hear a phrase or a song. 














Record 3
	Date and time, year group: 27/09/2022 Reception Class


	

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This occured after lunch time and after afternoon activities, just before last play. The teacher had to step out for a moment, so the teaching assistant read the class a story while the children were sat on the carpet. 





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
One child came back from doing work with a different teaching assistant with a toy that made a loud noise as this was the only way the teacher could get the child back to class. However, the child would not stop making noise while the TA was trying to read the story. The TA told the child multiple times to be quiet and to listen to the story. The child would not listen and continued to make noise. Therefore another TA had to take the toys off the child which resulted them in breaking down into tears and stomping around the room, shouting and screaming. The child would only calm down when they were given a toy called ‘Mr Wiggles’ which often comforted them. 








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

This child does not react well to negative punishment but only to positive reinforcement as they were only clam when they were given a comfort toy. 


Different behaviur management – some work with some children but others do not. 




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

This child was rather disruptive throughout the day, however they did not breakdown until negative punishment was involved. The teacher would only do positive reinforcement and did not take any toys off the child. 
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