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ABSTRACT  (1 page or 300 words – not included in the word count)

The abstract is a summary of the entire dissertation and is one of the final things you will complete, yet is one of the first parts of your dissertation a reader will see, therefore, be specific and explicit in your approach.  An abstract should include:

a)	The overall purpose, aim and objectives. An explanation as to why this research is important in the context of health and social care. 
b)	A summary of the methods used to complete your dissertation. Outline the research approach (thematic analysis) and indicate the focus on reviewing currently published literature.
c)	A summary of the main findings. Highlight the most significant insights, themes and patterns and the conclusions drawn.	
d)	A brief mention of the limitations and barriers which you identified within your research and how this can be impactful in practice. 
e)	Summarise the recommendations that you have drawn from your findings.  These should relate to future health and social care practice, policy, education and research.    
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[bookmark: _Toc204616117]CHAPTER 1: Introduction 
1.1 Introduction 
Dementia is a pressing global health concern, causing progressive degradation in memory, thinking, and daily functioning and affecting approximately 55 million people worldwide (World Health Organization, 2024). In the UK, the rise in prevalence has intensified the demand for innovative care solutions, particularly within residential care home environments. Maintaining independence is not only essential for individuals’ sense of identity and dignity but also vital for improving their overall quality of life (Alzheimer’s Society, 2023).

Assistive technology (AT), encompassing tools such as motion sensors, reminder systems, GPS trackers, automated lighting, and AI-powered monitoring, has emerged as a promising avenue to support residents with dementia in care settings. Recent innovations include AI-driven systems like ‘Ally Cares’, which monitor residents’ movements to detect distress or potential health issues, and apps like PainChek, which assess pain through facial recognition—enabling timely and personalised interventions (Bunce, 2024). These technologies offer potential benefits, such as fall prevention, enhanced sleep through non-intrusive monitoring, and improved safety without constant human checks.
Aim
This dissertation aims to explore the role of assistive technology in promoting independence among people with dementia in care homes. Specifically, it investigates how AT is used in practice, perceived by staff, and how it impacts residents’ autonomy. Through this investigation, the study intends to provide practical recommendations for integrating AT into dementia care, aligning with the growing shift toward person-centred, tech-informed care models

Key Definitions
Dementia refers to a collection of symptoms impacting cognitive functions such as memory, language, and decision-making sufficiently to interfere with everyday life. This umbrella term includes types such as Alzheimer’s disease and vascular dementia (Alzheimer’s Society, 2023).
Assistive Technology (AT) refers to devices or systems designed to enable individuals to perform tasks they would otherwise find challenging or impossible. In the context of dementia care, AT ranges from simple reminder applications to advanced smart-home systems and AI-enabled monitoring tools such as pain detection via facial analysis (Marshall, 2000; Bunce, 2024).
Independence in health and social care is defined as the capacity of individuals to make choices and manage aspects of their own lives, such as decision-making, daily activities, and movement, with minimal reliance on others (NICE, 2018).
Acronyms and Abbreviations
· AT – Assistive Technology
· AI – Artificial Intelligence
· NICE – National Institute for Health and Care Excellence
· WHO – World Health Organization
These abbreviations will be used consistently throughout the dissertation, ensuring clarity and accessibility for a broad audience, including those unfamiliar with healthcare technology or dementia-related terminology.
  
1.3 Rationale for Research 
Dementia presents a significant challenge for health and social care services, particularly in residential care home environments where many individuals with advanced symptoms reside. As cognitive decline progresses, residents often require substantial assistance with everyday tasks, leading to reduced independence and increased reliance on care staff (World Health Organization, 2024). While person-centred care aims to preserve autonomy wherever possible, limited staffing levels, safety concerns, and the progressive nature of dementia can restrict opportunities for residents to engage in self-directed activities (NICE, 2018).

Assistive technology (AT) has been proposed as a means to address these challenges, offering tools such as GPS location trackers, automated medication dispensers, motion sensors, and AI-based monitoring systems to promote safety while enabling residents to retain some control over their daily lives (Bunce, 2024). However, despite the growing availability of AT, there is limited research examining how these tools are actually implemented in care homes, their impact on residents’ independence, and how care staff perceive their usefulness.
This gap in knowledge means that decision-making about adopting AT may be driven more by market trends or policy expectations than by clear evidence of effectiveness in real-world dementia care settings. Without understanding both the benefits and challenges of AT from the perspective of those who use and manage it daily, opportunities to improve quality of life for people with dementia may be missed. This dissertation seeks to address this gap by exploring the practical role and perceived impact of AT in promoting independence within care homes.


1.4 Aim and Objectives 
Research Aim:
The aim of this dissertation is to explore the role of assistive technology (AT) in promoting independence among individuals with dementia residing in care homes. Dementia often leads to a progressive decline in cognitive and functional abilities, making daily living increasingly challenging (Alzheimer’s Society, 2023). Supporting independence is essential for maintaining dignity, self-esteem, and overall quality of life in people with dementia. AT offers a range of solutions—from simple memory aids to advanced monitoring systems—that can enhance autonomy and reduce reliance on constant human supervision (NICE, 2018).
This research will focus on how such technologies are implemented in care home settings, how they are perceived by staff, and how they influence residents’ ability to perform daily activities. By investigating these aspects, the study aims to generate recommendations for improving the integration of AT into dementia care practices, ensuring that technological advancements translate into meaningful benefits for residents.


Research Objectives
Objective 1: To define and examine the different types of assistive technologies currently used in dementia care settings.
Objective 2: To analyse how these technologies contribute to the independence of individuals with dementia in care homes.
Objective 3: To evaluate care staff’s perceptions and experiences regarding the use of assistive technology in dementia care.
Objective 4: To provide recommendations for improving the use and effectiveness of assistive technologies in supporting independence in dementia care environments.
 
1.5 Conclusion (150 words approx.) 
This chapter has introduced the research topic, outlining the growing significance of dementia care within health and social care and the potential role of assistive technology (AT) in supporting independence for residents in care homes. It has defined the key concepts and terminology, identified the existing gap in understanding how AT is implemented and perceived, and stated the overarching aim and four specific objectives that will guide this dissertation. By situating the study within both a practical and academic context, the chapter has reinforced the relevance of exploring AT as a means to enhance quality of life for people with dementia.
The next chapter, the literature review, will build on this foundation by critically examining existing research and theoretical perspectives on assistive technology in dementia care. It will provide the necessary academic context, identify trends, and further justify the need for the present study






[bookmark: _Toc204616118]CHAPTER 2 – Background Information and Analysis (2,000 words approx.)

Below is a template and guidance on how to complete Chapter 2 – Background Information and Analysis. Please read the whole document carefully and familiarise yourself with the BMHP6020 - Independent Project Moodle page which also includes a step-by-step PowerPoint Guide.  
This document is for guidance only and you do not have to follow it, you are free to present this Chapter however you wish. 
 
2.1 Introduction (150 words approx.) 
 
· Purpose of the Chapter: 
· Briefly outline the purpose of the background chapter. 
· Explain how this chapter will set the foundation for your research by providing historical, theoretical, and contextual information. 
· This will be looking at your topic in the broader context, do not include themes here, this will be used in Chapter 4.  
 
2.2 Historical Background (450 words approx.) 
 
· Development of the Topic: 
· Discuss the origins and historical development of the topic. 
· Highlight key milestones and events that have shaped the current state of the topic. 
· Significant Historical Figures and Contributions: 
· Identify and describe the contributions of significant figures or organizations related to the topic. 
· Explain how their work has influenced the development and understanding of the topic. 
  
2.3 Theoretical Background (500 words approx.) 
 
· Key Theories and Concepts: 
· Introduce and explain the key theories and concepts relevant to your topic. 
· Discuss the foundational theories that underpin your research area. 
· Application of Theories: 
· Explain how these theories have been applied in previous research. 
· Provide examples of studies or works that have utilised these theories. 
· Critical Evaluation: 
· Critically evaluate the strengths and limitations of these theories. 
· Discuss any debates or controversies surrounding these theories. 
 
2.4 International Context (400 words approx.) 
 
· Global Perspective: 
· Discuss how the topic is viewed and addressed in different parts of the world. 
· Highlight key international trends, policies, and practices related to the topic. 
· Comparative Analysis: 
· Compare and contrast the approaches taken by different countries or regions. 
· Discuss any global initiatives or collaborations relevant to the topic. 
· Case Studies: 
· Provide brief case studies or examples of how the topic is handled in various international contexts. 
· Highlight successes and challenges encountered in these contexts. 
 
2.5 National/Local UK Context (450 words approx.) 
 
· UK Perspective: 
· Describe how the topic is viewed and addressed within the UK. 
· Highlight key national trends, policies, and practices related to the topic. 
· Policy and Regulation: 
· Discuss relevant national policies, regulations, and legislative frameworks. 
· Explain how these policies impact the topic. 
· Local Context: 
· Provide insights into how the topic is addressed at the local level within the UK. 
· Highlight any regional variations or specific local initiatives. 
 
2.6 Conclusion (150 words approx.) 
 
· Summary of Key Points: 
· Summarise the main points covered in the background chapter. 
· Emphasise the historical, theoretical, international, and national/local contexts of the topic. 
· Signpost to Next Chapter: 
· Provide a transition to the next chapter, methodology.  
· Explain how the background information will inform and support the upcoming methods chapter.  
 
**Note** all the word counts which have been provided are an approximate, you are free to decide how this chapter is formed and where you believe the words are needed. You do not need to stick to the headings or approximate word count which has been provided, this is purely for guidance purposes only.  
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[bookmark: _Toc204616119]CHAPTER 3 – Methods and Search Strategy (1,000 words approx.) 

Below is a template and guidance on how to incorporate the Academic Methodology Poster within your dissertation.  Please read the whole document carefully and familiarise yourself with the BMHP6020 - Independent Project Moodle page which also includes a step-by-step PowerPoint Guide.  
This chapter builds upon your academic poster by allowing you to expand and explain your approach to secondary research in greater detail. You will describe how you selected and analysed academic sources, including your search strategy, inclusion and exclusion criteria, validation of sources, and coding process.  If you are including tables that you have created in this section, you might go over the suggested word count, that is okay! (if you are worried then signpost and include in your appendices instead). 

[bookmark: _Toc204616120]3.1 – Introduction (100 word approx.)
  Purpose of the Chapter:
· Introduce this chapter as an explanation of how you conducted your research using a desk-based, literature-based approach.
· Make clear that your academic methodology poster provided a visual summary, and this chapter expands on each section of that poster.
  Connection to the Dissertation:
· Explain that the research methods used here are essential in identifying and analysing sources that will form the basis for your thematic findings in Chapter 4.
[bookmark: _Toc204616121]3.2 – Search Strategy (100 word approx.) 

 Developing Keywords:
· Identify keywords taken from your research question or title.
· Include both basic terms and more technical or professional synonyms.
 Boolean Operators:
· Explain how you used Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT) to combine or narrow your searches and improve relevance.

 Structured Search Plan:
· Briefly describe how you planned your search process and recorded useful search terms and combinations.

3.3 [bookmark: _Toc204616122]– Searching for Information (200 words approx.)
  Databases and Platforms:
· State which academic databases or websites you used to find your sources (e.g., Google Scholar, PubMed, UWTSD Library).
· Justify your choices based on the credibility and relevance of these sources.
  Using Filters:
· Explain how you applied filters (such as date range, peer-reviewed, country of focus) to narrow down your results.
  Search Process:
· Describe any adjustments you made to your searches to find more appropriate literature.
· If you created a source tracking table to record and summarise your findings, mention this here and signpost to the appendix if included.

3.4 [bookmark: _Toc204616123]– Research Validation (150 words approx.) 

  Skimming Techniques:
· Describe how you skimmed articles quickly using key features such as the title, abstract, introduction, and conclusion to decide whether the source was relevant.
  CRAAP Test Application:
· Explain how you applied the CRAAP test (Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, Purpose) to assess the quality of each source.
· Highlight that while not every source will meet all five criteria, you prioritised those that strongly met the most important ones (especially Currency, Relevance, and Authority).
  Decision-Making:
· Provide an example of how you determined whether a source was reliable and suitable for inclusion.

3.5 [bookmark: _Toc204616124]- Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria (100 words approx.) 

  Inclusion Criteria:
· State what types of sources you decided to include in your research, such as peer-reviewed journal articles published in the last 10 years, UK-based studies, and sources focused on your specific population.
  Exclusion Criteria:
· Identify the types of sources you excluded, such as opinion blogs, outdated research, or articles not written in English.
  Justification:
· Briefly explain why these criteria helped you maintain focus and quality in your research.

3.6 [bookmark: _Toc204616125]– Analysing Research (150 words approx.) 

   Thematic Coding Approach:
· Use a thematic coding method to analyse the sources you selected. Start by reviewing your articles in detail and identifying repeated ideas, issues, or keywords. Create initial codes based on this content.
  Developing Themes:
· Group similar codes together into broader themes that align with your research question and objectives. 
   Organisation:
· Include how you have used tools like tables, colour coding, or spreadsheets to manage your analysis. This helps you to clearly track your coding and theme development for use in Chapter 4.

3.7 [bookmark: _Toc204616126]– Ethical Considerations (100 words approx.) 

  Secondary Research Ethics:
· Clarify that your research was based entirely on existing sources, meaning no new data collection took place.
  Academic Integrity:
· Describe how you ensured ethical writing by accurately citing all sources, using a consistent referencing style (e.g., Harvard), and avoiding misrepresentation.
  Transparency and Credibility:
· Mention your responsibility in selecting and presenting literature fairly and without bias.

[bookmark: _Toc204616127]3.8 – Chapter Conclusion (100 words approx.)

   Summary:
· Summarise the key steps you took to locate, evaluate, and analyse your research literature. Emphasise the importance of your search strategy and thematic coding approach.
   Link to Next Chapter:
· Explain that Chapter 4 will present the findings of your analysis, organised into clear themes, with each theme discussed in relation to your research question.

[bookmark: _Toc204616128]CHAPTER 4 – Findings and Discussion (4,000 words approx.)

Below is a template and guidance on how to complete Chapter 4 – Findings and Discission. Please read the whole document carefully and familiarise yourself with the BMHP6020 - Independent Project Moodle page which also includes a step-by-step PowerPoint Guide.  
This document is for guidance only and you do not have to follow it, you are free to present this Chapter however you wish. 
[bookmark: _Toc204616129]4.1 – Introduction (100 word approx.)

This would be the introduction paragraph to this Chapter. Treat this heading like you would in any other assignment. 
You will provide a brief overview of findings and discussion chapter is and what will be included (based on the headings on the pervious slide). 
This is to inform the reader about the evaluation you plan to undertake and how this will be accomplished. Be straight to the point. Try not to ‘waffle’. 

[bookmark: _Toc204616130]4.2 – Thematic Analysis (200 word approx.) 

   Definition of Thematic Analysis:
· You will begin this section by providing a clear definition of thematic analysis in the context of secondary research. Use an appropriate academic source to support your definition and include a reference using Harvard style.
   Link to Coding/Results Table:
· Explain how you applied this method to your reviewed literature. Refer to your coding or results table (from Chapter 3 or the appendices) as evidence of your coding process.
· Briefly introduce the themes you identified, which will be explored in the following sections of this chapter.

[bookmark: _Toc204616131]4.3 – Theme 1 (insert theme heading here) (1,150 words approx.)

In this section you will explain to the reader about your first theme. Here are some examples of what to incorporate when discussing your theme: (you do not need to include all of them below , these are just examples, it is up to you to determine which is appropriate, if any).
Definition 
· Definition:
· Provide a clear and concise definition of the theme, if relevant to your discussion.
· Explain any specific terminology related to the theme.
Background Information
· Historical/Contextual Background:
· Offer a brief overview of the background information related to the theme.
· Discuss any historical context or developments that are pertinent.
Impact on Research Question
· Relevance to Title/Research Question:
· Explain how this theme impacts your research question or dissertation title.
· Discuss the significance of the theme in relation to the overall topic.
Statistical Information
· Data and Statistics:
· Include relevant statistical information that supports your theme.
· Discuss any controversial or noteworthy statistics and their implications.
Theories, Policies, and Legislation
· Theoretical Framework:
· Discuss relevant theories that relate to your theme.
· Explain how these theories apply to your theme and research question.
· Policy and Legislation:
· Describe any relevant policies or legislation that pertain to your theme.
· Analyse the impact of these policies or laws on your theme and research area.
Implications
· Positive and Negative Implications:
· Analyse the implications of the theme on your research question.
· Discuss both positive and negative impacts, providing a balanced view.
Examples from Your Articles

· In this section, include examples from the articles you discussed in your ‘Results Summary Table’ from Chapter 3 that support the theme you’re writing about.
· Choose 2–3 articles that match your theme.
· Explain what the article says and how it connects to the theme.
· Say if the articles agree or show different points of view.
· Show how this helps answer your research question.

Connections to Other Themes
· Interconnections:
· Mention any connections between this theme and other themes in your dissertation.
· Highlight how themes may overlap or influence each other.
[bookmark: _Toc204616132]4.4 – Theme 2 (insert theme heading here) (1,150 words approx.) 

In this section you will explain to the reader about your second theme. 
Here are some examples of what to incorporate when discussing your theme: (you do not need to include all of them below , these are just examples, it is up to you to determine which is appropriate, if any).
Definition 
· Definition:
· Provide a clear and concise definition of the theme, if relevant to your discussion.
· Explain any specific terminology related to the theme.
Background Information
· Historical/Contextual Background:
· Offer a brief overview of the background information related to the theme.
· Discuss any historical context or developments that are pertinent.
Impact on Research Question
· Relevance to Title/Research Question:
· Explain how this theme impacts your research question or dissertation title.
· Discuss the significance of the theme in relation to the overall topic.
Statistical Information
· Data and Statistics:
· Include relevant statistical information that supports your theme.
· Discuss any controversial or noteworthy statistics and their implications.
Theories, Policies, and Legislation
· Theoretical Framework:
· Discuss relevant theories that relate to your theme.
· Explain how these theories apply to your theme and research question.
· Policy and Legislation:
· Describe any relevant policies or legislation that pertain to your theme.
· Analyse the impact of these policies or laws on your theme and research area.
Implications
· Positive and Negative Implications:
· Analyse the implications of the theme on your research question.
· Discuss both positive and negative impacts, providing a balanced view.
Examples from Your Articles

· In this section, include examples from the articles you discussed in your ‘Results Summary Table’ from Chapter 3 that support the theme you’re writing about.
· Choose 2–3 articles that match your theme.
· Explain what the article says and how it connects to the theme.
· Say if the articles agree or show different points of view.
· Show how this helps answer your research question.

Connections to Other Themes
· Interconnections:
· Mention any connections between this theme and other themes in your dissertation.
· Highlight how themes may overlap or influence each other.
[bookmark: _Toc204616133]4.5 – Theme 3 (insert theme heading here) (1,150 words approx.) 

Definition 
· Definition:
· Provide a clear and concise definition of the theme, if relevant to your discussion.
· Explain any specific terminology related to the theme.
Background Information
· Historical/Contextual Background:
· Offer a brief overview of the background information related to the theme.
· Discuss any historical context or developments that are pertinent.
Impact on Research Question
· Relevance to Title/Research Question:
· Explain how this theme impacts your research question or dissertation title.
· Discuss the significance of the theme in relation to the overall topic.
Statistical Information
· Data and Statistics:
· Include relevant statistical information that supports your theme.
· Discuss any controversial or noteworthy statistics and their implications.
Theories, Policies, and Legislation
· Theoretical Framework:
· Discuss relevant theories that relate to your theme.
· Explain how these theories apply to your theme and research question.
· Policy and Legislation:
· Describe any relevant policies or legislation that pertain to your theme.
· Analyse the impact of these policies or laws on your theme and research area.
Implications
· Positive and Negative Implications:
· Analyse the implications of the theme on your research question.
· Discuss both positive and negative impacts, providing a balanced view.
Examples from Your Articles

· In this section, include examples from the articles you discussed in your ‘Results Summary Table’ from Chapter 3 that support the theme you’re writing about.
· Choose 2–3 articles that match your theme.
· Explain what the article says and how it connects to the theme.
· Say if the articles agree or show different points of view.
· Show how this helps answer your research question.

Connections to Other Themes
· Interconnections:
· Mention any connections between this theme and other themes in your dissertation.
· Highlight how themes may overlap or influence each other.
[bookmark: _Toc204616134]4.6 – Chapter Conclusion (200 words approx.) 

This is where you will conclude the Chapter!  Remember every chapter you write will have an introduction section and a conclusion section.  You will provide a brief summary of what you have covered within Chapter 4 – Findings and Discussion. You will also signpost to Chapter 5 e.g. “the following chapter will evaluate current literature in relation to (insert topic)…”
[bookmark: _Toc204616135]CHAPTER 5 – Conclusion and Recommendations (1,000 words approx.)

Below is a template and guidance on how to complete Chapter 5 – Conclusion and Recommendation. Please read the whole document carefully and familiarise yourself with the BMHP6020 - Independent Project Moodle page which also includes a step-by-step PowerPoint Guide.  
This document is for guidance only and you do not have to follow it, you are free to present this Chapter however you wish. 
[bookmark: _Toc204616136]5.1 – Overall Conclusion (200 words approx.) 

· Purpose of the Conclusion:
· In this section, you will provide a clear and concise summary of your entire dissertation. This is your opportunity to reflect on what you have explored and achieved.
· Key Points to Include:
· Summarise the main findings from each chapter, drawing together the most important ideas, insights, and outcomes of your work.
· Revisit the research aim and objectives you stated in Chapter 1. Explain how each of these has been addressed through your research, and whether they have been fully or partially met.
· Important Reminders:
· Do not introduce any new information, analysis, or references in this section.
· Focus only on what has already been discussed and evidenced in your previous chapters. 
· You might go over the suggested word count, that is okay but don’t forget you also have the abstract!
·  Keep your language clear, confident, and conclusive. This is the final reflection of your work.
[bookmark: _Toc204616137]5.2 – Recommendations (800 words approx.) 

Below you will provide at least 3 recommendations for future practice in relation to your topic area. Your recommendations need to be practical and achievable within theory and/or practice. You will also demonstrate the barriers and limitations to your recommendations and how this can be overcome. 

[bookmark: _Toc204616138]5.2.1 – Recommendation 1 

[bookmark: _Toc204616139]5.2.2 – Recommendation 2 

[bookmark: _Toc204616140]5.2.3 – Recommendation 3 
















[bookmark: _Toc204616141]CHAPTER 6 – References and Appendices 

[bookmark: _Toc204616142]6.1 – References 

**Note – a reference list is an essential part of your dissertation and there at to be between 50-100 references needed within your reference list from credible and reliable sources of information. Ensure to include a variety of sources from books, journal articles, websites and statistical data bases.  Your reference list should also be in the Harvard Referencing format, further information can be found below:
· UWTSD Harvard Referencing Handbook
· Cite them Right  - Harvard Referencing

[bookmark: _Toc204616143]6.2 – Appendices 

You can include any information within your appendices which you believe to be relevant and beneficial to your dissertation but could not add within the main body of your work. Examples of this can include: data and statistics, case studies or other documentation.











[bookmark: _Toc204616144]Additional Information 

· It is important to remember that the word limit is part of the task.  You will lose marks if you go over or under 10% of your given word count for the dissertation. 
· It is a requirement that you submit your work in a MS Word processed format.
· Pictures, diagrams and visuals are welcome within your work.  Seek guidance for illustrative material.
· Black word-processed print to be used. The font chosen for the main body of the finished work is Arial, Calibri or Aptos, point 11.  
· Text should be at least 1½ line spacing (usually double-spaced) and of justified alignment (straight edges both sides).
· Pages shall be numbered consecutively from the first page of the first chapter throughout the main text (including appendices) in Arabic numerals (i.e. 1, 2, 3, etc.).
· Page numbers should be located at the bottom of the page.
· Main text should be divided into chapters beginning with an introductory chapter which sets the scene.  Each chapter should begin on a separate page.
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